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Class Activities 

Chapter Six: The Purpose Statement

Writing Exercise (Research Design, p. 137):


Using the scripts for a qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods purpose statement, write a statement by completing the blanks. Make this statement short; write no more than approximately three-quarters of a typed page (double spaced). 

Peer Feedback Activity:


Read a purpose statement prepared by one of your classmates. Use the following criteria to provide feedback to this individual:

· Does the statement begin with signaling words?

· Does the statement identify the strategy of inquiry?

· Does the statement mention the participants?

· Does the statement mention the research site?

· If the study is qualitative, does the purpose statement:

· Focus on a single phenomenon?

· Use an action verb to convey how learning will take place?

· Use neutral, nondirectional language?

· Provide a general working direction of the central phenomenon?

· If the study is quantitative, does the purpose statement:

· Identify the independent, dependent, and control variables?

· Use words that connect the variables?

· Position the variables from independent to dependent?

· Provide a general definition of each key variable?

· If the study is mixed methods, does the purpose statement:

· Indicate the overall content intent?

· Discuss the reasons for combining both quantitative and qualitative data?

· Include the characteristics of a good qualitative purpose statement (as listed above)?

· Include the characteristics of a good quantitative purpose statement (as listed above)?

· Indicate the specific types of quantitative and qualitative data collection?
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