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Class Activities

Chapter Seven: Research Questions and Hypotheses

Writing Exercises (Research Design, p. 152):


Using the guidelines for research questions and hypotheses, write:

1. 1–2 central questions followed by 5–7 subquestions for a qualitative study;

2. two sets of questions (descriptive and inferential) for a quantitative study;

3. a mixed methods research question that incorporates the procedures and a mixed methods research question that incorporates the content.

Peer Feedback Activity:


Read the research questions prepared by one of your classmates. Use the following criteria to provide feedback to this individual:

· If the study is qualitative, do the research questions:

· Relate the central question to the strategy of inquiry?

· Begin with what or how (not why)?

· Focus on a single phenomenon?

· Use exploratory verbs?

· Use nondirectional language?

· Use an open-ended format?

· Specify the participants and research site?

· If the study is quantitative:

· Do the descriptive questions seek to describe responses to major variables?

· Do the inferential questions seek to compare groups or relate variables?

· Do the inferential questions follow from a theory?

· Are the variables positioned consistently from independent to dependent in the inferential questions? 

· If the study is mixed methods, do the research questions:

· Indicate how the researcher will mix the two strands of the study (the procedures)?

· Convey the overall content intent of the study that calls for a mixed methods approach (the content)?
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