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John W. Creswell


Group Activities

Chapter Seven: Research Questions and Hypotheses


Suppose you and your classmates have formed a research team. Select a topic that you would like to study. Examples of topics include adolescent smoking, recovery from a natural disaster, or student retention in college. Note how you might address the elements of the research questions and hypotheses for a proposed study about your selected topic.

If the study is qualitative or mixed methods:

	Qualitative strategy of inquiry
	

	Central phenomenon
	

	Participants
	

	Research site
	


Using the script from the textbook (p. 141), write a central question for your study:

If the study is quantitative or mixed methods:

	Independent variable(s)
	

	Dependent variable(s)
	

	Control variable(s)
	


Write a descriptive research question for a dependent variable:

Using the scripts from the textbook (p. 143), write an inferential research question to compare groups or related variables:

If the study is mixed methods:

	Mixed methods design
	

	Mixing procedures that you will use (e.g., use qualitative data to explain initial quantitative results or compare and contrast qualitative results with the quantitative results)
	

	Overall content goal of the study
	


Based on your mixed methods design, will you list your quantitative or qualitative questions first?  Explain.

Write a mixed methods research question that conveys the content goal of the study:

Write a mixed methods research question that conveys the procedures for mixing within the study:
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