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Class Activities 

Chapter Eight: Quantitative Methods

Writing Exercise (Research Design, p. 181):


Design a plan for procedures to be used in a survey and/or experimental study.

Peer Feedback Activity:


Read the quantitative method plan prepared by one of your classmates. Use the appropriate checklist from the textbook to provide feedback to this individual.

Use the checklist in Table 8.1 if the study is a survey. Are the following topics addressed?

· Is the purpose of a survey design stated?

· Are the reasons for choosing the design mentioned?

· Is the nature of the survey (cross-sectional vs. longitudinal) identified?

· Are the population and its size mentioned?

· Will the population be stratified? If so, how?

· How many people will be in the sample?

· On what basis was this size chosen?

· What will be the procedure for sampling these individuals (e.g., random, nonrandom)?

· What instrument will be used in the survey?

· Who developed the instrument?

· What are the content areas addressed in the survey? The scales?

· What procedure will be used to pilot or field test the survey?

· What is the timeline for administering the survey?

· What are the variables in the study?

· How do these variables cross-reference with the research questions and items on the survey?

What specific steps will be taken in data analysis to:
· Analyze returns?

· Check for response bias?

· Conduct a descriptive analysis?

· Collapse items into scales?

· Check for reliability of scales?

· Run inferential statistics to answer the research questions?

· How will the results be interpreted?

Use the checklist in Table 8.4 if the study is an experiment. Are the following topics addressed?

· Who are the participants in the study?

· What is the population to which the results of the participants will be generalized?

· How were the participants selected? Was a random selection method used?

· How will the participants be randomly assigned? Will they be matched? How?

· How many participants will be in the experimental and control group(s)?

· What is the dependent variable or variables (i.e., outcome variable) in the study? How will it be measured? Will it be measured before and after the experiment?

· What is the treatment condition(s)? How was it operationalized?

· Will variables be covaried in the experiment? How will they be measured?

· What experimental research design will be used? What would a visual model of this design look like?

· What instrument(s) will be used to measure the outcome in the study? Why was it chosen? Who developed it? Does it have established validity and reliability? Has permission been sought to use it?

· What are the steps in the procedure (e.g., random assignment of participants to groups, collection of demographic information, administration of pretest, administration of treatment(s), administration of posttest)?

· What are potential threats to internal and external validity for the experimental design and procedure? How will they be addressed?

· Will a pilot test of the experiment be conducted?

· What statistics will be used to analyze the data (e.g., descriptive and inferential)?

· How will the results be interpreted?
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