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Group Activities

Chapter Nine: Qualitative Methods

Suppose you and your classmates have formed a research team. Select a topic that you would like to study. Examples of topics include adolescent smoking, recovery from a natural disaster, or student retention in college. Note how you might address some of the elements of the qualitative procedures for a proposed study about your selected topic.

	Research topic
	

	Central phenomenon
	

	The strategy of inquiry:
	

	Which strategy?
	

	Why is it appropriate?
	

	Data collection:
	

	Who will your participants be?
	

	How will you select participants?
	


Assume that you plan to conduct interviews as part of your project. Develop an interview protocol using the provided template by writing in your open-ended interview questions.  

Once your interview protocol is prepared, practice conducting a mock interview with one of your classmates. Be sure to tell your classmate what participant characteristics you want him or her to role play.

 Interview Protocol Template

I.  Information about the Interview:

Interviewee: 





Interviewer: 





Date: 



Time: 



Place: 





II.  Consent and Introduction

· Introduce yourself.
· Review the study’s purpose, how long you expect the interview to take, and your plans for using the results from the interview. 

· Note that the interview will be audiorecorded and that you will keep their identity confidential.

III.  Ice Breaker Question

1.

IV.  Interview Questions

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. What else would you like to tell me about ____________________________________________?

V. Wrap Up and Thank Participant for Time

· Thank you very much for your time today. I appreciated hearing your insights on this topic.
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