Planning audit tool
Unit of Work (UoW)
Year 7
Who am I? Family history project

1. What is the purpose of this unit? What do I want the pupils to achieve?

This unit is for a Year 7 history class. It is the first unit of work that they will study. The purpose of the unit is to explore their understanding of historical concepts, with particular reference to chronology. An additional purpose is to engage and enthuse the pupils in their study of history by connecting the past directly to their lives. My enquiry question is: How do I fit into History?

My objectives for the pupils in this unit are:

· To organise their past and that of their family into a chronological framework

· To make links between events in their own and their family’s past and national/international history

· To give examples of the range of sources of evidence that can be used to construct a picture of the past

The children will be coming with a variety of experiences from primary school. There are informal links between the department and three of the feeder schools, but several pupils come from schools outside this partnership. The early activities will need to explore the children’s understanding of chronological timeframes (timelines, family trees). I will also need to explore their big picture chronology of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. I will centre this on the Second World War as a starting point because of its statutory presence in Key Stage 2 (KS2). Because I want to use PowerPoint as the summative activity, I will also need to explore the pupils’ competence in information and communications technology (ICT), and will liaise with the ICT staff about my lesson plans and outcomes and will have examined the ICT KS2 programme.

2. How will I organise the teaching and learning to allow the objectives to be achieved?

This unit of work will last for 8 lessons. I want the children to work in small groups to support their learning. I want to use the following teaching and learning activities across the unit of work:

· Exploring preconceptions and prior knowledge: Play-Doh activities, making models of what history is about – this will allow me to tackle the frequent misconception that history is about ‘other people’, kings, queens, war, etc.

· Card sort exercise: This will explore the children’s understanding of chronology. Can they sort events about their own life into a framework, and move onto events before and after the Second World War
· Modelling: Use my family mind map to explore both chronology and the conventions of family trees. Move onto mini-mind maps of the children’s stories

· Evidence exercise: Start with objects that are theirs, build up an understanding of how evidence is read (introduce layers of inference diagram – this will be used as the model throughout KS3). Move onto their family photographs

· Create two PowerPoint slides on one photo: This will scaffold their ICT for the final task and will allow me to see levels of competence and plan for support

· Structured research activity on events of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, pupils can add these to their family mind maps, showing any connections. Select visual images to support

These activities will allow a range of teaching and learning experiences. There is a balance between teacher-led learning and pupil enquiry. There are opportunities throughout for me to check their knowledge and understanding and formatively assess this. There is a lot of visual work and a mixture of activities that will support their literacy in history. ICT is also built in. As we progress through the work, there may be opportunities for the children to invite in a speaker so that they can experience some oral history and develop their questioning. These will be the key activities that the lesson plans will be built around.

3. How will I evidence progress? What summative outcome will the pupils produce?

The summative outcome will be a PowerPoint presentation on their family mind map. This will directly give pupils the opportunity to answer their question: How do I fit into history? This will be peer marked by the class. The PowerPoint will be templated for them, and each slide will have a different title so that the criteria for success are clearly signposted. We will use the objectives for the unit as our rubric but as a class we will discuss additional criteria for success, based on wider cross-curricular criteria such as the design and presentation of their PowerPoint, their oral presentation skills in front of the class,etc.

This unit will build directly into the following unit in terms of their understanding of chronology. As we explore the overview of life for ordinary people from the year 1000 to today, we will draw on their mind maps to make comparisons (change and continuity) and to help support their sense of chronological time spans beyond the last 100 years. We will also build on their understanding of the process of historical enquiry when they consider how they found out about their own lives and how historians have found out about 1000+ years.

