Pupils and ‘communication’ …
Overview

This is an interesting activity to do with children: it allows the teacher to make explicit for children the need for clear rules when communicating. This activity can be used as a Starter to allow the children to think about ground rules for any future teacher/pupil communication.

Activity

Whilst the example given uses a Lego model, there is no reason why an everyday object can’t be substituted.
Step 1

Place the Lego model (see Image 1) in a box in the corner of the classroom, i.e. the model cannot be seen by the children

Step 2

Introduce the activity by explaining to the children that the class is going to be thinking about effective communication skills:
· The teacher could perhaps ask the children what good communication involves
· The teacher can remind the children that in class it is always useful to have a ‘sign’ that shows when someone wants to speak, e.g. pupils raise a hand in group situations or the teacher asks the class to listen when s/he wants to speak. Explain that we sometimes take these ‘rules’ for granted
· Explain to the class that the activity they will be doing involves using a different set of rules to those already established. Explain that these ‘new’ rules will be evaluated at the end of the activity to see if the rules are effective

Step 3

Split the class into small groups of 4–5 children. Ask each group to choose someone who is considered to be a good ‘communicator’ – you may have to explain what we mean by this

Step 4
Explain to the class that the person selected is the only person from each group who will be allowed to look at the object in the box. Tell the class that each group will be given the resources (in this example, Lego) that will allow them to construct a copy of the object – but the only way to make the object accurately will involve the children getting information from the ‘communicator’

Rules to be followed

1. The ‘communicator’ may look at the object and then return to the small group – s/he is only allowed to use the words ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ when communicating with the small group

2. Group members are only allowed to ask questions that will lead to a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answer from the communicator

3. The communicator is not allowed to touch any of the resources being used to construct the object. The communicator is not allowed to use hand signals, etc.
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Step 5


When a group has successfully completed the task, stop the rest of the class. Start a discussion with the class about what was difficult and what was easy about this activity. You may want to speak with the class about ‘transmitters’, ‘receivers’ and ‘noise’ (i.e. what gets in the way of effective communication)





Be aware that some children will want to complete the activity even after the first group has finished. As the teacher, you will have to make a judgement about how best to resolve this!
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