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This dataset allows students to analyze the social patterns behind people’s ideals about Public Spending.  Since the early 1980s, the General Social Survey has asked respondents about their attitudes toward various kinds of spending by the Federal Government.  They can say that spending is “Too little”, “About right”, or “Too high”.  This dataset contains answers to questions about spending on:

	· Space programs

· The environment
· Improving health

· Big Cities

· Crime
	· Combatting Drugs
· Education

· Blacks

· The military

· Foreign aid
	· Welfare
· Roads and highways

· Social Security

· Mass transit

· Parks


The GSS also asks about its respondents’ confidence in various social institutions, including parts of the federal government.  This dataset contains answers about confidence in:
	· The Federal Executive Branch

· Congress
	· The Supreme Court

· The military


The first activity is to see how many of the respondents gave each possible answer to these questions.

A second activity is more interesting.  The dataset also contains a series of demographic variables.  These are in the table below.  The second activity involves seeing whether (and how) different types of people give different answers to these questions.  How, for example, do political liberals and conservatives differ in their spending ideas?  How about educated versus uneducated people?  How about the various generations?  
	· YEAR
	The year of the survey
	· MARITAL
	Marital status
	· POLVIEWS
	Liberal, moderate, or conservative

	· SEX
	M/F
	· EVDIVORCE
	Ever divorced?
	· RELIGION
	Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Other, or None

	· COHORT
	To which generation does the respondent belong?
	· NUMKIDS
	Number of kids
	· FUNDLIB
	Fundamentalist, moderate, or liberal

	· AGE
	Age (grouped)
	· DEGREE
	Highest degree earned
	· ATTENDCH
	How often attend church?

	· RACE
	White, Black, Other
	· INCOME
	Family income (by quintiles, 2014 figures)
	· HAPPY
	How happy with life?

	· RACEB/W
	Race limited to B/W
	· WORKING
	Work status
	· HAPPYMAR
	How happy with marriage?

	· HISPANIC
	Yes/no
	· OCCPREST
	Prestige of one’s occupation
	· HEALTH
	How healthy?

	· REGION
	Region of U.S.
	· BORNUSA
	Born in the U.S?
	· EXLIFE
	How exciting is life?

	· SIZEPLACE
	Big city, suburb, town, rural
	· PARTYID
	Political party identification
	
	


The third activity compares any of these factors over time.  The dataset contains data from five different years: 1974, 1984, 1994, 2004, and 2014.   Have people’s attitudes changed over that time?   If so, how?  Whose attitudes have changed the most?  Whose have changed the least?

NOTE: This dataset has been cleaned facilitate student analysis.  Answers such as “Not applicable” or “Don’t know” have been eliminated.  Data have been grouped into categories for easy cross-tabulation.  
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