
356     Essential Criminal Law  

violating the Espionage Act and other criminal statutes after disclosing nearly three-quarters of a 
million classified or unclassified-but-sensitive military and diplomatic documents. Manning was 
sentenced to thirty-five years in prison, with the possibility of parole after eight years, and dishon-
orable discharge from the military.

The Legal Equation

Espionage	 =	 �Communicating, delivering, transmitting, or 
attempting to communicate, deliver, or transmit 
information

	 +	 to a foreign government, faction, or military

	 +	 �purposely to injure or with reason to believe that 
material will injure the United States or will be 
used to advantage a foreign nation.

Espionage during wartime	 =	 �Collecting, recording, publishing, communicating, 
or attempting to elicit information relating to 
national defense that might be useful to the enemy

	 +	 with intent to communicate to the enemy

	 +	 during time of war.

TERRORISM
The bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah federal building in Oklahoma City on April 19, 1995, and the 
attack on the United States on September 11, 2001, combined to push Congress to act to prohibit 
and to punish terrorism. Keep in mind that most acts of terrorism within the United States are 
prosecuted as ordinary murders, arson, kidnappings, and bombings rather than as acts of terrorism.

The central provisions of the U.S. law on terrorism are found in Title 18 of the U.S. Code, Chapter 
113B, “Terrorism.” These statutes have been amended and strengthened by the Antiterrorism 
and Effective Death Penalty Act (1996) and the Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing 
Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act (2001), better known as the 
USA Patriot Act.

Definition of Terrorism
Various federal statutes use the term terrorism or terrorist. For instance, it is a crime to materially aid 
a terrorist or foreign terrorist organization. What is terrorism? Federal law divides terrorism into 
international terrorism and domestic terrorism.

International terrorism is distinguished by the fact that it occurs outside the United States. Both 
international and domestic terrorism are intended to intimidate or coerce the American popula-
tion or are intended to influence or affect the public policy of the United States. We have several 
tragic examples, including the August 7, 1998, bombing of the U.S. embassies in Kenya (killing 
213 and injuring more than 4,500) and Tanzania (killing 11 and injuring 85) and the attack on a 
U.S. Navy warship, the USS Cole, in Yemen on October 12, 2000 (killing 17 U.S. sailors). Other clear 
examples are the acts of violence intended to force the United States to withdraw troops from Iraq. 
International terrorism is defined as

violent acts or acts dangerous to human life that primarily occur outside the United States, 
would be criminal if committed in the United States, and appear to be intended to either 
intimidate or coerce a civilian population; or influence the policy of a government by 
intimidation or coercion; or affect the conduct of a government through mass destruction, 
assassination, or kidnapping.


