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CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY9

Is Alvarez guilty of false pretenses as a 
result of his false claim of having 
received the Congressional Medal of 
Honor?

Xavier Alvarez won a seat on the Three Valley Water Dis-
trict Board of Directors in 2007. On July 23, 2007, at 
a joint meeting with a neighboring water district board, 
newly seated Director Alvarez arose and introduced him-
self, stating “I’m a retired marine of 25 years. I retired 
in the year 2001. Back in 1987, I was awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. I got wounded many times by 
the same guy. I’m still around.” Alvarez has never been 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, nor has he 
spent a single day as a marine or in the service of any 
other branch of the United States armed forces. . . . The 
summer before his election to the water district board, 
a woman informed the FBI about Alvarez’s propensity for 
making false claims about his military past. Alvarez told 
her that he won the Medal of Honor for rescuing the Amer-
ican ambassador during the Iranian hostage crisis, and 
that he had been shot in the back as he returned to the 
embassy to save the American flag. Alvarez reportedly 
told another woman that he was a Vietnam veteran heli-
copter pilot who had been shot down but then, with the 
help of his buddies, was able to get the chopper back 
into the sky. . . . After the FBI obtained a recording of the 
water district board meeting, Alvarez was indicted in the 
Central District of California on two counts of violating 18 
U.S.C. § 704(b), (c)(1). Specifically, he was charged with 
“falsely represent[ing] verbally that he had been awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor when, in truth and as 
[he] knew, he had not received the Congressional Medal 
of Honor.” (United States v. Alvarez, 567 U.S. ___ [2012])

In this chapter, learn about false pretenses.

Learning Objectives

 1. Know the elements of larceny.

 2. Understand embezzlement and the difference 
between larceny and embezzlement.

 3. State the elements of false pretenses and the 
distinction between false pretenses and lar-
ceny by trick.

 4. Explain the purpose of theft statutes.

 5. List the elements of receiving stolen property 
and the purpose of making it a crime to receive 
stolen property.

 6. Define forgery and uttering.

 7. Know the elements of robbery and the differ-
ence between robbery and larceny.

 8. State the elements of carjacking and the differ-
ence between carjacking and robbery.

 9. Understand the difference between robbery 
and extortion.

10. Know the common law of burglary and the 
changes to the law of burglary introduced by 
burglary statutes.

11. Understand the law of trespass and the differ-
ence between burglary and trespass.

12. Know the mens rea and actus reus of arson.

13. State the law of criminal mischief and the three 
categories of acts that constitute criminal mis-
chief under the Model Penal Code.


