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Model Penal Code

Section 211.1. Assault

(1) Simple Assault. A person is guilty of assault if he

(a) attempts to cause or purposely, knowingly, or recklessly causes bodily injury to another; 
or

(b) negligently causes bodily injury to another with a deadly weapon; or

(c) attempts by physical menace to put another in fear of imminent serious bodily injury.

Simple assault is a misdemeanor unless committed in a fight or scuffle entered into by mutual 
consent, in which case it is a petty misdemeanor.

(2) Aggravated Assault. A person is guilty of aggravated assault if he

(a) attempts to cause serious bodily injury to another, or causes such injury purposely, 
knowingly, or recklessly under circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to the 
value of human life; or

(b) attempts to cause or purposely or knowingly causes bodily injury to another with a 
deadly weapon.

Aggravated assault under paragraph (a) is a felony of the second degree; aggravated assault 
under paragraph (b) is a felony of the third degree.

Analysis

1. The MPC eliminates the common law categories and integrates assaults and batteries into 
a single assault statute.

2. Assaults are graded into categories based on the gravity of the harm intended or actually 
caused.

3. Grading is not based on the identity of the victim.

4. Actual or threatened bodily injury or serious bodily injury is required. Offensive contact is 
excluded.

5. Deadly weapons include poisons, explosives, caustic chemicals, handguns, knives, and 
automobiles.

The Legal Equation

Battery =  Unlawful bodily injury or offensive contact with 
another

 +  purposeful, knowing, reckless, negligent bodily 
injury, or offensive contact with another.

Attempted battery assault = Intent to injure

 + an act undertaken to commit a battery.

Threatened battery assault = Intent to place in immediate fear of a battery

 +  act undertaken that places a reasonable person 
in fear of battery.


