Was Johnson Guilty of Attempted Arson?

People v. Johnson, 429 N.E.2d 905 (lll. App. 1981)

Lee W. Johnson was convicted of attempted aggravated
arson and resisting a peace officer after a jury trial in
Kankakee County. He was sentenced to 10 years on the
“attempt” charge and one year on the “resisting an
officer” charge. The defendant . . . contends on appeal
that his attempt aggravated arson conviction should
be reversed because the evidence did not establish that

he took a substantial step toward the crime or that he
had the necessary specific intent to commit aggravated
arson.

The unusual events involved in this case began on
November 29, 1980, in Kankakee. Sometime between
2:30 and 3:30 p.m. on that day, two Kankakee police
officers were dispatched to a house. . . . The defendant
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