
176     Essential Criminal Law  

CHAPTER REVIEW QUESTIONS

  1.	 Discuss the historical origins and development of 
criminal homicide into murder and manslaugh-
ter. Can you distinguish between murder and 
manslaughter?

  2.	 Differentiate first-degree murder from first-degree 
capital or aggravated homicide.

  3.	 What is the difference between first- and sec-
ond-degree murder?

  4.	 Define depraved heart murder.

  5.	 Why does the law provide for the offense of fel-
ony murder? What are the arguments for and 
against the felony murder rule?

  6.	 Define voluntary manslaughter.

  7.	 What acts constitute adequate provocation? What 
must the defendant prove to establish heat of 
passion? At what point does a defendant’s blood 
“cool”?

  8.	 Should the law recognize the offense of voluntary 
manslaughter? Why not?

  9.	 Discuss the difference between negligent homi-
cide and misdemeanor manslaughter. Why is 
misdemeanor manslaughter termed unlawful-act 
manslaughter in some states?

10.	 Discuss the purpose of the various grades of mur-
der and dividing homicide into murder and man-
slaughter. Why do we make all these technical 
distinctions between types of homicide?
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agency theory of felony murder

aggravating factors

brain death test

capital murder

cooling of blood

corpus delicti

criminal homicide

depraved heart murder

excusable homicide

felony murder

first-degree murder

grading

heat of passion

intent-to-do-serious-bodily-harm 
murder

involuntary manslaughter

justifiable homicide

malice aforethought

manslaughter

misdemeanor manslaughter

mitigating circumstances

murder

negligent manslaughter

premeditation and deliberation

proximate cause theory of felony 
murder

reasonable person

recklessness

second-degree murder

vehicular manslaughter

voluntary manslaughter

year-and-a-day rule
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