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CHAPTER REVIEW QUESTIONS

 1. Explain the philosophy underlying the United 
States’ constitutional democracy. What are the 
reasons for limiting the powers of state and fed-
eral government to enact criminal legislation? Are 
there costs as well as benefits in restricting gov-
ernmental powers?

 2. Define the rule of legality. What is the reason for 
this rule?

 3. Define and compare bills of attainder and ex post 
facto laws. List the various types of ex post facto 
laws. What is the reason that the U.S. Constitution 
prohibits retroactive legislation?

 4. Explain the standards for laws under the Due 
Process Clause.

 5. Why does the U.S. Constitution protect freedom 
of expression? Is this freedom subject to any 
limitations?

 6. What are the differences among the “rational 
basis,” “intermediate scrutiny,” and “strict scru-
tiny” tests under the Equal Protection Clause?

 7. Discuss the constitutionality of laws that interfere 
with the free exercise of religion.

 8. Where is the right to privacy found in the U.S. 
Constitution? What activities are protected within 
this right?

 9.  What is the relationship between the right to 
privacy and the Fourth Amendment prohibition 
against unreasonable searches and seizures?

10. Discuss the significance of recent cases interpret-
ing the Second Amendment.

11. Summarize the requirements of the Eighth 
Amendment regarding methods of punishment, 
the amount of punishment, and punishment and 
status offenses.

12. Write a short essay on the constitutional restric-
tions on the drafting and enforcement of criminal 
statutes.

13. As a final exercise, consider life in a country that 
does not provide safeguards for civil liberties. How 
would your life be changed?
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bill of attainder

Bill of Rights

constitutional democracy

Due Process Clause

Eighth Amendment

equal protection

ex post facto law

fighting words

First Amendment

Fourteenth Amendment

Fourth Amendment

hate speech

incitement to violent action

incorporation

intermediate level of scrutiny

libel

minimum level of scrutiny test

nullum crimen sine lege, nulla poena 
sine lege

obscenity

overbreadth

privacy

rational basis test

rule of legality

Second Amendment

status offense

strict scrutiny test

symbolic speech

true threat

void for vagueness
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