The Legal Equation

Causality Cause in fact

legal or proximate cause.
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Cause in fact “But for” the defendant’s criminal act, the victim

would not be injured or dead.

Legal or proximate cause =  Whether it is just or fair to hold the defendant
criminally responsible.

Intervening acts Coincidental intervening acts limit liability where
unforeseeable; responsive intervening acts limit

liability where unforeseeable and abnormal.



