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CRIMES AGAINST THE STATE14

Was John Walker Lindh guilty of 
conspiracy to murder American 
soldiers, or did he engage in a lawful 
act of war?

While at the Dar ul-Anan Headquarters, Lindh agreed to 
receive additional and extensive military training at an 
al Qaeda training camp. He made this decision “know-
ing that America and its citizens were the enemies of 
Bin Laden and al-Qaeda and that a principal purpose of 
al-Qaeda was to fight and kill Americans.” In late May or 
June 2001, Lindh traveled to a bin Laden guest house in 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, where he stayed for several days, 
and then traveled to the al Farooq training camp, “an al 
Qaeda facility located several hours west of Kandahar.” 
He reported to the camp with approximately twenty other 
trainees, mostly Saudis, and remained there throughout 
June and July. During this period, he participated fully in 
the camp’s training activities, despite being told early in 
his stay that “Bin Laden had sent forth some fifty peo-
ple to carry out twenty suicide terrorist operations against 
the United States and Israel.” As part of his al Qaeda 
training, Lindh participated in “terrorist training courses 
in, among other things, weapons, orientating, navigation, 
explosives and battlefield combat.” This training included 
the use of “shoulder weapons, pistols, and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, and the construction of Molotov cock-
tails.” During his stay at al Farooq, Lindh met personally 
with bin Laden, “who thanked him and other trainees for 
taking part in jihad.” He also met with a senior al Qaeda 
official, Abu Mohammad Al-Masri, who inquired whether 
Lindh was interested in traveling outside Afghanistan to 
conduct operations against the United States and Israel. 
Lindh declined Al-Masri’s offer in favor of going to the front 

lines to fight. It is specifically alleged that Lindh swore 
allegiance to jihad in June or July 2001. (United States v. 
Lindh, 212 F.Supp.2d 541 [E.D. Va. 2002])

In this chapter, learn about U.S. counterterrorism laws.

Learning Objectives

1.	 Understand the law of treason and evidentiary 
requirements to prove treason.

2.	 Know the act and intent requirements for sedi-
tion and for seditious conspiracy.

3.	 Understand the intent and act standards 
required to prove sabotage.

4.	 Know the elements of the crime of espionage.

5.	 Understand the difference between domestic 
and international terrorism, and terrorism tran-
scending international borders.

6.	 Know the types of acts that are punished crimi-
nally under federal terrorism statutes.

7.	 Understand combat immunity and its impor-
tance for the war on terror.

8.	 Know the purpose of immigration law and the 
types of violations of immigration law that are 
punished criminally.

9.	 Understand the development and functioning of 
international criminal law.


