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answer Steven’s question; and, upset by her lack of 
response, Steven kicked away Joyce’s plate of food.

Joyce followed Steven into the bedroom and 
climbed onto Steven’s back, pulled his hair, and said, 
“What are you going to do, hit me?” Joyce added, “I 
never did want to marry you and you are a lousy f--- 
and you remind me of my dad [who had impregnated 
her when she was 14]. . . . What are you going to do?” 
She added that she had filed charges against him in 
the Judge Advocate General (JAG) and that he would 
probably be court-martialed.

Steven left the bedroom with his pillow and 
entered the kitchen. He took a long-handled kitchen 
knife, which he hid behind the pillow. Joyce continued 
taunting Steven, claiming that the marriage had been a 
mistake. Steven lunged at Joyce and stabbed her nine-
teen times. Steven was convicted of first-degree mur-
der and, on appeal, claimed that he should have been 
convicted of voluntary manslaughter.

Do you agree with Steven? See Girouard v. State, 
583 A.2d 718 (Md. 1991).

You can find the answer at study.sagepub.com/lippmaness2e

Involuntary Manslaughter
Involuntary manslaughter involves the unintentional killing of another without malice and typ-
ically includes negligent manslaughter, the negligent creation of a risk of serious injury or 
death of another, as well as misdemeanor manslaughter (also referred to as unlawful-act man-
slaughter), the killing of another during the commission of a criminal act that does not amount to 
a felony. Some states, such as California, also provide for vehicular manslaughter, or the kill-
ing of another that results from the grossly negligent operation of an automobile or from driving 
under the influence of intoxicants.

Negligent Manslaughter
Negligent manslaughter arises when an individual commits an act that he or she is unaware creates 
a high degree of risk of human injury or death under circumstances in which a reasonable person 
would have been aware of the threat. Some courts require recklessness, meaning that a defendant 
must have been personally aware that his or her conduct creates a substantial risk of death or seri-
ous bodily harm. Other courts do not clearly state whether they require negligence or recklessness.

Alabama Criminal Code Section 13A-6-4(a) provides that a person “commits the crime of 
criminally negligent homicide if he causes the death of another person by criminal negligence.” 
Missouri Criminal Code Section 565.024 provides that the crime of involuntary manslaughter 
involves “recklessly” causing the death of another person. The MPC uses a negligence standard 
and holds individuals criminally responsible where they are “grossly insensitive to the interests 
and claims of other persons in society” and their conduct constitutes a “gross deviation from ordi-
nary standards of conduct.”

7.4 Robert Strong, age fifty-seven, 
emigrated from “Arabia” to China 
and then to Rochester, New York, 
three years later. The defendant 
ar ticulated the three central 

beliefs of his religion as “cosmetic consciousness, mind 
over matter and psysiomatic psychomatic conscious-
ness.” He contended that “mind over matter” empow-
ered a “master” or leader to lie on a bed of nails without 
bleeding, walk through fire, and perform surgical opera-
tions without anesthesia. He also claimed that on count-

less occasions he had stopped a follower’s heartbeat 
and breathing and had plunged knives into the individu-
al’s chest without injuring the person. The defendant 
performed this ceremony on Kenneth Goings, a recent 
recruit to the religion, and the wounds from the hatchet 
and three knives that Strong inserted proved fatal. One 
of Strong’s followers testified that the defendant had 
previously performed this ritual without causing injury. 
Was Strong “guilty only of the crime of criminally negli-
gent homicide?” See People v. Strong, 37 N.Y.2d 568 
(1975).

You Decide

You can find the answer at study.sagepub.com/lippmaness2e


