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Terrorist acts require the intent to either intimidate 
or coerce a civilian population, to influence the pol-
icy of a government by intimidation or coercion, or to 
affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, 
assassination, or kidnapping. The U.S. government has 
primarily relied on the prohibition against material 
assistance to terrorists and to terrorist organizations 
in order to prevent and punish terrorist designs before 
they are executed. This law has proven to be a pow-
erful tool to deny terrorists the resources they require 
to carry out attacks. Federal law also punishes terrorist 
crimes involving attacks on mass transit systems and 

the use of weapons of mass destruction and prohibits 
the harboring or concealing of terrorists. The United 
States does not consider terrorists to be lawful combat-
ants, and they are not viewed as prisoners of war under 
the Geneva Convention by U.S. authorities. Virtually 
every state has adopted a terrorism statute.

Most terrorist offenses are based on the foundation 
offenses of treason, sedition, sabotage, and espionage.

Immigration law is intended to protect the sov-
ereign authority of the United States to control indi-
viduals who enter and who reside in the territorial 
boundaries of the country.

CHAPTER REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Treason is the only crime defined in the U.S. 
Constitution. What is treason? What type of evi-
dence is required to establish treason?

2. Define sedition. Distinguish seditious speech 
from seditious libel. What constitutes a seditious 
conspiracy?

3. What is sabotage? Distinguish between sabotage 
and sabotage during wartime.

4. Explain the difference between espionage and espi-
onage during wartime.

5. How do the definitions of international and domes-
tic terrorism differ?

6. List some of the terrorist crimes set forth in the U.S. 
Code.

7. Define and discuss combat immunity.

8. What is the purpose of immigration law? Give some 
examples of violations of immigration law that are 
punished criminally.
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combat immunity

crimes against the state

Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA)

domestic terrorism

espionage

extraterritorial jurisdiction

federal crime of terrorism

Geneva Convention of 1949

immigration law

international criminal law

international terrorism

material support to a foreign 
terrorist organization

material support to a terrorist

sabotage

sedition

seditious conspiracy

seditious libel

seditious speech

terrorism transcending national 
boundaries

treason

weapons of mass destruction
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