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 6. Distinguish between felonies, misdemeanors, cap-
ital felonies, gross and petty misdemeanors, and 
violations.

 7. What is the difference between mala in se and 
mala prohibita crimes?

 8. Discuss the development of the common law. 
What do we mean by common law states and 
code jurisdiction states?

 9. Discuss the nature and importance of the state 
police power.

10. Why is the Model Penal Code significant?

11. What is the legal basis for federal criminal law? 
Define the preemption doctrine and dual sover-
eignty. What is the significance of the Interstate 
Commerce Clause?

12. What are the primary sources of criminal law? 
How does the U.S. Constitution limit the criminal 
law?

13. Outline the steps in the criminal justice system.

14. Describe the organization of the federal and state 
judicial systems.

15. What is the role of precedent in judicial decision 
making?

LEGAL TERMINOLOGY

appellant

appellee

bench trial

binding authority

brief

capital felony

certiorari

civil law

code jurisdiction

collateral attack

common law crimes

common law states

concurrent jurisdiction

concurring opinion

courts of general jurisdiction

courts of limited jurisdiction

courts of original jurisdiction

crime

criminal procedure

defendant

discretionary appeal

dissenting opinion

dual sovereignty

en banc

federal criminal code

felony

first impression

Gerstein hearing

gross misdemeanor

indictment

infamous crimes

information

infraction

intermediate appellate courts

Interstate Commerce Clause

magistrate

majority opinion

mala in se

mala prohibita

misdemeanor

Model Penal Code

original jurisdiction

per curiam

persuasive authority

petitioner

petty misdemeanor

plurality opinion

police power

precedent

preemption doctrine

reception statute

respondent

rule of four

stare decisis

substantive criminal law

Supremacy Clause

tort

trial de novo

violation

CRIMINAL LAW ON THE WEB


