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(2) Forgery is a felony of the second degree if the writing is or purports to be part of an issue 
of money, securities, postage or revenue stamps, or other instruments issued by the gov-
ernment, or part of an issue of stock, bonds or other instruments representing interests in 
or claims against any property or enterprise. Forgery is a felony of the third degree if the 
writing is or purports to be a will, deed, contract, release, commercial instrument, or other 
document evidencing, creating, transferring, altering, terminating, or otherwise affecting 
legal relations. Otherwise forgery is a misdemeanor.

Analysis
 • This section applies to “any writing” and to “any other method of recording information, 

money, coins, credit cards and trademarks and other symbols.” Forgery is not limited to 
documents having legal significance. As a result, documents such as medical prescriptions, 
diplomas, and trademarks are encompassed within this provision. The section is not limited 
to economic harm and may include circulating a false document that injures an individual’s 
reputation.

 • Serious forgeries that have the most widespread and serious impact are second-degree felo-
nies, carrying a maximum penalty of ten years. Other forgeries are punishable as felonies of 
a third degree, carrying a maximum of five years. Forgeries of documents that do not have 
legal significance, such as diplomas, are misdemeanors.

 • Counterfeiting of currency is included in this section rather than being made a separate 
offense.

 • Section 1(c) punishes uttering.

The Legal Equation

Forgery =  Creation of a false document (of legal significance) or material 
alteration of an existing document

 + fraudulent intent.

Uttering = Passing of a false document (of legal significance)

 + purposely or knowingly deceitful.

You Decide

You can find the answer at study.sagepub.com/lippmaness2e

9.3 McGovern owed $1,800 to 
Scull.  McGovern purchased 
$2,400 in traveler’s checks from 
Citibank for purposes of repaying 
Scul l .  The checks may be 

redeemed for money at most banks or stores when 
signed by the individual to whom the check is issued. 
Scull and McGovern entered into a corrupt arrange-
ment designed to reimburse Scull. Scull practiced 
McGovern’s signature and took McGovern’s driver’s 

license and the traveler’s checks and proceeded to 
cash the checks at two banks and collected $2,400. 
McGovern then reported to the police that the checks 
had been stolen from his car, and in accordance with 
the highly advertised policy concerning traveler’s 
checks, McGovern was provided with replacement 
checks in the amount of $2,400 by Citibank. Did 
Scull’s impersonation of McGovern constitute forg-
ery? See United States v. McGovern, 661 F.2d 27 (3rd 
Cir. 1981).

ROBBERY
Robbery is typically described as aggravated larceny. You should think of robbery as larceny from 
an individual with the use of violence or intimidation. Professors Perkins and Boyce observe that 


