Should Far West Water & Sewer Inc. Be Held Liable for Negligent

Homicide?

State v. Far West Water & Sewer Inc., 228 R3d 909 (Ariz. App. 2010)

Far West Water & Sewer, Inc. (“Far West”) appeals its
convictions and sentences for negligent homicide,
aggravated assault, two counts of endangerment and
violating a safety standard or regulation which caused
the death of an employee.

The charges arose from an incident that occurred
on October 24, 2001 at a sewage collection and treat-
ment facility owned and operated by Far West, an
Arizona corporation. At that time, Santec Corporation
(“Santec”) was a subcontractor of Far West. A Far West
employee, James Gamble, and a Santec employee,

Gary Lanser, died in an underground tank after they
were overcome by hydrogen sulfide gas. Another
Far West employee, Nathan Garrett, suffered severe
injuries when he attempted to rescue Gamble from
the tank. Other Far West and Santec employees were
involved in rescue attempts, but none was injured to a
significant degree.

Far West was indicted for [various charges].
.. . Far West’s president, Brent Weidman, one of its
forepersons, Connie Charles, and Santec were also
indicted for the same or similar charges. Santec pled



