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WHITE-COLLAR AND 
ORGANIZED CRIME10

Did Reverend Davis engage in money 
laundering?

Reverend Davis became the preacher at the 15th Street 
Baptist Church in the mid-1980s. Shortly thereafter he 
began to sell drugs, and by mid-1987 was actively sell-
ing crack from two houses. . . . Davis deposited some of 
the cash he collected from the houses in bank accounts 
maintained in the names of the 15th Street Baptist 
Church Development Corporation . . . and the 15th Street 
Baptist Church . . . at Illini Federal, a local savings and 
loan. . . . Davis could write checks on these accounts. 
Some of these checks were made out to cash, which 
Davis diverted to his personal use. Others were made out 
to local vendors who provided services such as beepers 
and mobile telephones. Still others were made out to 
the landlord who owned the Swansea, Illinois, residence 
where Davis lived. Davis also purchased numerous cars, 
spending over $79,000 on a variety of vehicles for per-
sonal and church use. (United States v. Jackson, 935 F.2d 
832 [7th Cir. 1991])

In this chapter, learn about money laundering.

Learning Objectives

  1. Know the different approaches to defining 
white-collar crime.

  2. Recite the argument for and against holding 
corporations criminally liable.

  3. List the types of acts prohibited by environmen-
tal statutes.

  4. Know the purpose of the Occupational Safety 
and Health Act.

  5. Understand securities fraud and insider 
trading.

  6. Know the elements of mail fraud and wire 
fraud.

  7. Explain the Travel Act.

  8. Outline the type of acts involved in health care 
fraud.

  9. Understand the purpose of the Sherman 
Antitrust Act.

10. Explain money laundering.

11. Understand access device fraud.

12. Explain the elements of identity theft.

13. Know the basic elements of currency violations 
and tax crimes.

14. List the various types of computer crime.

15. Explain the purpose of the criminal law in pro-
tecting intellectual property, trademarks, and 
trade secrets.

16. Know the purpose of RICO and the types of 
acts prohibited under RICO.


