zone distribution may even be intended but proving
this may be difficult. Certainly, the mere existence of
a large quantity of drugs in an area increases the pos-
sibility of gang warfare and gunfire and other drug-
related violence in that vicinity.

We hold that the government need only prove
beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant pos-
sessed a controlled substance within the drug-free

zone, or within 1,000 feet of a school, with the intent
to distribute it somewhere, not necessarily within the
drug-free zone. Since the government’s evidence here
established beyond a reasonable doubt that Mr. Boddie
possessed the 45 bags of heroin within the drug-free
zone, or within 1,000 feet of the Van Ness Elementary
School, with the intent to distribute them, the place
where the police initially observed him is irrelevant.



