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OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION AND THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE

13

Was the appellant in  
contempt of court?

On July 14, 2006, Appellant attended her son’s deten-
tion hearing in juvenile court. Based on the nature of the 
charges, the trial court ordered Appellant’s son to be held 
in secure detention pending his arraignment and trial. The 
trial court also provisionally appointed the Public Defender 
to represent Appellant’s son. Appellant became angry 
because she had hoped her son would be released into 
her custody and she wanted to hire a private attorney. 
After Appellant left the courtroom and the trial court began 
another juvenile hearing, the Assistant State Attorney 
asked to approach the bench on Appellant’s son’s case. 
He informed the judge that Appellant called the judge a 
“stupid b___” as she walked past counsel table and out 
of the courtroom. . . . Two other witnesses . . . also heard 
Appellant’s remark. After giving Appellant an opportunity 
to show cause why she should not be held in contempt 
and to present any mitigating circumstances, the trial 
court found her in direct criminal contempt. (Woodie v. 
Campbell, 960 So.2d 877 [Fla. Dist. Ct. 2007])

In this chapter, learn about criminal contempt.

Learning Objectives

1.	 Know the three categories of crimes of official 
misconduct and the reason why it is important 
to punish the corrupt conduct of public officials.

2.	 Understand the elements of the crime of bribing 
a public official.

3.	 Appreciate the requirements for proving extor-
tion and the differences between bribery and 
extortion.

4.	 Understand the elements of perjury and some of 
the rules of evidence involved in proving perjury.

5.	 Know acts constituting obstruction of justice.

6.	 Understand the circumstances in which an indi-
vidual is entitled to resist an arrest.

7.	 Appreciate the elements of compounding a 
crime, and why this is a criminal offense.

8.	 Understand the intent and act requirements of 
the crime of escape.

9.	 Know the difference between civil and criminal 
contempt, between direct and indirect criminal 
contempt, and between judicial and legislative 
contempt. Understand the intent and act require-
ments for criminal contempt.

INTRODUCTION

Common law judges developed several crimes to 
ensure that the political and legal system were free 
of corruption and fraud. These offenses subsequently 

were incorporated into federal and state statutes in the 
United States. In this chapter, we look at these offenses 
against public administration and the administration 


