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Accompanying explanation

Projects

The Researchers Project asks what leads to people (most, but not all of whom were academics) becoming researchers and observes their experiences of being a researcher. The project, created primarily for teaching purposes, was built largely on secondary data extracted from interviews with academics and students that were conducted as part of earlier, related projects. These were supplemented by focus group data and by additional interviews drawn from the public domain. This project is best seen using NVivo, but is also provided as a REFI QDA exchange file for those using other QDA software – not ideal, but it will, at least, give you the sources and some coding; it loses the case structure, and links, memos, and maps.

The Wellbeing Project is available both as a MAXQDA project (Phases 1 and 2), and as an NVivo project (Phase 1 only). The Wellness Centres, which are the focus of this study, were established by the Older Women’s Network in New South Wales to enhance the health and wellbeing of older women, as a complement to their other advocacy work on behalf of older women. There are currently six Centres, with plans to develop more. With the exception of one that has a paid part time coordinator, the Centres are run by volunteers. The research project was initially prompted by the need to provide evaluation data to two funding bodies (one focused on one Centre, the other on the organisation as a whole), but has then been extended to also ask more theoretical questions about what wellbeing means for older women, and in particular how wellbeing intersects with health. The project is still very much in a development phase, with further data collections planned. The available mixed-format data are drawn from a wide range of source types, including a group discussion, interviews, annual review surveys, literature and website materials, video, and cultural domain (e.g., free listing) data. Thus far, they can be best described as preliminary, exploratory, and of variable quality. Additionally, some content has been removed from each interview as part of the process of de-identification of the data, and most literature (anything that is not open access) has necessarily been removed. What this project offers to those learning to analyse qualitative data is the opportunity to see how coding has been applied to the sources, some use of memos, summaries, and maps in each of the programs, and the coding and variable (attribute) data needed for running queries on the data. For those contemplating using qualitative data as a component of a mixed methods project, this data offers an opportunity (a) to explore how different types of data can be brought together within a common framework using the coding and data management tools available in qualitative software, and (b) to think through how diverse data can be used in a complementary way to generate an integrated report. An early report from the data is included within the project files (‘Not all our bits work perfectly…’) to illustrate this style of writing up for complementary data.

