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Three immunisation stories

Here, three mothers talk about the last time they took their youngest child for routine childhood vaccination.

Vivien’s story

Interviewer: So the last immunisation would have been the 18-month-old?

Vivien:
Yeah. I’ve always, half an hour before on the day give them a good dose of Panadol, the maximum that you can give them and I hate needles at the best of times, but I have to psych myself up to get them. I mean, I know they have to have them and I’ll get them, but I have to psych myself up, I get really, really upset when they have needles. I absolutely hate needles, but I know it’s going to do them good and they have to have it. And the day he had it, he wasn’t all that well and I thought they wouldn’t give it to him.

Interviewer: He had a cold or something?

Vivien:
Yeah, he had a little bit of a cold. Not a heavy cold, just a little bit of a cold, but they gave it to him. He had the boosters so it was two needles. He didn’t like them. He knew straight away. I mean, ‘cause all day I’m going, ‘Oh god, I’ve got to have these needles, we’ve got to have them done,’ so he sort of picked up off me and <sister> was upset because she said, ‘Oh, poor thing, he’s got to have needles,’ so he was sort of like, going, ‘What’s going on mum?’ you know. So when we got to the doctor’s, he knew straight away and he just started. I just, you know, try and convince him that everything was okay and we have to have these needles. So we had them done, but we had a good dose of Panadol and he cried for oh, I think ten minutes, ten minutes I think he went for.

Angela’s story

Angela: I was a bit worried because I knew what he was like with needles and there was a little girl there who was having hers done at the same time. She went in before Nigel and she screamed and screamed and screamed and yeah, it really concerned me because I thought he would be pretty upset. But I went in and I was very nervous and I held him and he had his little injection and he was fine, he screamed a little bit and then stopped and fell asleep by the time I got to the car.

Interviewer: Oh, that was wonderful. And beforehand, was it hard to make that decision?

Angela: Well, it was really easy for me because I basically just thought that if I didn’t immunise him, other things could happen that would be worse.

Felicity’s story

<<Felicity is separated from the children’s father>>

Felicity: Well, I didn’t take her, her father did. I chickened out at that. She just cried and everything was fine. She got a lump under the skin, but other than that, she was doing fine.

Interviewer: So what is it that you chicken out of?

Felicity: The pain. I had enough pain giving birth to her, I don’t see I should put her through pain because she put me through enough. (Laughter)

Interviewer: Ah, that’s why it’s father’s turn, is it?

Felicity: I’ve got three children and like, the father’s taken them every time. I’m just, I don’t know, it just makes my heart go out to them, you know? [Int.: Yeah] You know, so and then they can’t get the cranks with me, they can get the cranks with him.

Interviewer: Oh, okay. So it’s just the pain, seeing them in pain that worries you?

Felicity: Yes. I don’t like needles very much, so you know, and they’re younger so it really hurts.

