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What is community?

Some students wrote brief stories about a time when they felt they were part of a community. Four are recorded here:

Alison: 
The time was Clean Up Australia Day, 1994. Two flatmates and I went to uni to collect our gloves and garbage bags and I hate to get dirty so was kind of begrudgingly going. When I got there and had to enrol I felt as though I had just joined the army. I had a job to do, a purpose, a reason for doing it, and I suddenly became ‘inspired’. The atmosphere was what did it. Lots of other people, the radios on saying it was ‘Clean Up Australia Day, do your bit for your country’ etc. So I did what I thought I never would and collected garbage for three hours and felt a sense of goodness and purpose. The real effect of community spirit hit later when I saw on the news the thousands of people all helping, helping our country. I felt in awe of the people joining forces and helping what usually gets neglected (the environment). It was then I realised what people, as a country, really had the power to achieve.

Anthony: 
I feel a sense of being a part of a community when I think about my present living arrangements. I live in a house with five other people. Only one of the people I live with was a previous acquaintance of mine, hence, I have only come to know the other four people I live with through living with them. The reason I sense being a part of a community is that each person in the house where I live is in some ways dependent upon the other members of the household. For example, we all contribute to paying bills, cooking meals, washing up, etc. In this way our household is like a system, but a community system. Also, what makes my living arrangement seem like a community is that we have all come to know one another’s living habits. In this sense, we have nothing to hide from each other. Lastly if members in our household do not contribute or make any effort to make ends meet, our household will break down. For this matter, I feel that being part of a community is a feeling of being dependent upon, and actively affecting the living arrangement of, each member of our household.

Bernice: 
I was part of a team of nine people who were brought together to design a new system for an organisation which would increase productivity (the goal of many companies at the time) but which would also consider occupational and safety issues as well. The sense of community was felt by all because we talked about how well we worked together, how much we stimulated each other’s thinking and how much we achieved together. The culmination of this teamwork was in a presentation to senior management which aimed at getting funding for the project of $50,000. This we achieved – apparently a first for anyone to get senior management to fund so much. This situation was probably the culmination of the sense of being part of a community but the feeling of being part of the community (the team) evolved over mutually shared experiences over time.

Colin: 
I went on a trip to Africa for an eight-week truck safari. There were 10 people on board the truck. We had to organise duties for everyone. We all had to pitch in and help everyone else for eight weeks. Any tensions had to be resolved within the groups. Everyone had to rely on everyone else to survive. If an enjoyable time was to be had it was up to all the members of the group to cooperate together to ensure this happened. We had to ensure we developed a community spirit within the group in order for the trip to be a success. We had to ensure that everything was shared evenly among the group. It forced you to cooperate with people while living with them in extremely close quarters for eight weeks. To think more of other people than yourself. You had to do this if the group was to survive and enjoy the trip.

