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Exploring data with graphs

SPSS  Tip 5.1
Strange dialog boxes 

When you first load the Chart Builder a dialog box appears that seems to 
signal an impending apocalypse (Figure 5.7). In fact, SPSS is helpfully 
reminding you that for the Chart Builder to work, you need to have set the 
level of measurement correctly for each variable. That is, when you defined 
each variable you must have set them correctly to be scale, ordinal or nomi-
nal (see Section 4.6.2). This is because SPSS needs to know whether varia-
bles are categorical (nominal) or continuous (scale) when it creates the 
graphs. If you have been diligent and set these properties when you entered 
the data then click  to make the dialog disappear. If you forgot to set 
the level of measurement for any variables then click  to go 
to a new dialog box in which you can change the properties of the variables 
in the data editor.

F   igure 5.7 Initial dialog box when the Chart Builder is opened

closely their life matches their aspirations. This gave me a score from 0 (complete failure) to 100 
(complete success). I then implemented an intervention: I told people that, for the next 5 years, 
they should either wish upon a star for their dreams to come true or work as hard as they could 
to make their dreams come true. I measured their success again 5 years later. People were ran-
domly allocated to these two instructions. The data are in Jiminy Cricket.sav. The variables are 
Strategy (hard work or wishing upon a star), Success_Pre (their baseline level of success) and 
Success_Post (their level of success 5 years later).




