
100  Chapter  6

A.	 In this exercise, you will use wtd.ttestC to test these ideas and see how well they stand up to the statistical 
evidence. Run the analyses. Record the results in the following table.

Conventional Wisdom 1 Conventional Wisdom 2

Mean difference ? ?

Lower 95% CI boundary of mean difference ? ?

Upper 95% CI boundary of mean difference ? ?

t-statistic ? ?

P-value ? ?

B.	 Consider the following statement: “According to the statistical evidence, we can reject the null hypothesis 
for Conventional Wisdom 1.” Is this statement correct or incorrect? (Circle one.)

Incorrect		  Correct

Explain your answer, making specific reference to the statistics in part A.

C.	 Consider the following statement: “The statistical evidence supports Conventional Wisdom 2.” Is this 
statement correct or incorrect? (Circle one.)

Incorrect		  Correct

Explain your answer, making specific reference to the statistics in part A.

4.	 (Dataset: gss. Variables: partyid_3, sex, wtss.) In one of this chapter’s guided examples, you analyzed the nes 
dataset and found a statistically significant difference between the proportions of males and females who are 
Democrats. The gss dataset also contains a measure of party identification, partyid_3 ("Dem" / "Ind" / "Rep"). 
However, the General Social Survey uses a different sampling frame (all U.S. adults vs. voting-eligible citizens) 
and somewhat different question wording for its party identification question. Will the gss dataset also reveal 
a statistically significant difference in the proportions of males and females who are Democrats?




