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Variable Name Description

spend3 Econ Liberalism

spkath Allow Speaker in Your Community: Anti-Religionist

spkcom Allow Speaker in Your Community: Communist

spkhomo Allow Speaker in Your Community: Homosexual

spkmil Allow Speaker in Your Community: Militarist

spkmslm Allow Speaker in Your Community: Muslim Clergymen Preaching Hatred

spkrac Allow Speaker in Your Community: Allow Racist to Speak

teensex Sex before Marriage–Teens 14–16

thnkself Important for Child: To Think For Oneself

tolerance Tolerance Scale

tolerance4 Tolerance Scale (Binned)

tvhours Hours per Day Watching TV

tvhours5 Hours per Day Watching TV, 5 Categories

union Does Respondent or Spouse Belong to Union

uscitzn Is Respondent US Citizen

vetyears Years in Armed Forces

vote08_coded Did Respondent Vote in 2008 Election

voted08 Did Respondent Vote in 2008

white_traits White Stereotypes, numeric scale. Positive values indicate positive stereotypes 
(hardworking and intelligent).

wordsum Number Words Correct in Vocabulary Test

workhard To Work Hard

wrkgvt Respondent Work for Government or Private Employee

wrkslf Respondent Self-Employed or Work For Somebody

wrkstat Labor Force Status

wrkwayup Irish, Italian, Jewish, and Other Should Overcome Prejudice without Favors

wtss Weight Variable

wtssall Weight Variable (Same as wtss)

xmarsex Sex With Person Other than Spouse

year GSS Year for This Respondent

zodiac Respondent’s Astrological Sign

Notes: The GSS dataset used in this R Companion to Political Analysis comes from the 2012 General Social Survey.  To find 
question wording for any GSS survey item, go to the University of California Berkeley’s Survey Documentation and 
Analysis (SDA) website (http://sda.berkeley.edu/archive.htm) and follow the link for General Social Survey (GSS) 
Cumulative Datafile 1972–2012.  For additional information on the General Social Survey, including further 
documentation, see http://gss.norc.org.




