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records consumer complaints of fraud and identity theft, by state. This set could be saved as a .csv file, but 
R would not import it correctly. The large text header, the long column labels, the eye-pleasing blank rows, 
even the commas in the values in the “Number” columns—are all features designed to make the file easy  
for humans to peruse and interpret. Unfortunately, these features are not R-friendly. Now consider  
Figure 11.3, an R-friendly version of the same data. This dataset is symmetrical. Each column has a brief 
label, the blank rows are gone, and the large number values no longer contain commas. (In R imports, 
numerics with decimal points are fine, but numerics with commas are not.) Once it is saved as a .csv file, 
R would happily import this dataset. Figure 11.4 demonstrates how to transform an Excel file from an 
R-unfriendly spreadsheet to an R-friendly spreadsheet.

Figure 11.3  R-Friendly Excel Dataset




