
112  Chapter  7

EXERCISES

1. 	 (Dataset: statesD. Variables: abort_rank3, gun_rank3, cook_index3.) Pedantic Pontificator is pondering a 
potential partisan paradox of public policy.

	 “Think about two sorts of policies that figure prominently in cultural debate: laws restricting abortion and laws 
restricting guns. For both policies, fewer restrictions mean more choices and greater freedom, while more 
restrictions mean fewer choices and less freedom. Because choice and freedom are the touchstone values, one 
would think that partisan elites would be consistent in their positions on these policies. If Republicans favor fewer 
gun restrictions, then they ought to favor fewer abortion restrictions, too. By the same logic, if Democrats favor 
fewer abortion restrictions, then they should also support less gun control. As a keen observer of state politics, 
however, it is my impression that Republican-controlled states have less restrictive gun laws but more restrictive 
abortion laws. Democrat-controlled states are just the reverse: less restrictive abortion laws and more restrictive gun 
laws. I am sure that when you analyze the states dataset, you will discover this odd partisan paradox.”

	 The statesD dataset contains these two policy measures, which will serve as dependent variables: abort_rank3 
and gun_rank3. Both variables are identically coded three-category ordinals, with higher codes denoting fewer 
abortion restrictions (“More restr” / “Mid” / “Less restr”) and fewer gun restrictions (“More restr” / “Mid” / “Less 
restr”) Another three-category ordinal, cook_index3, measures states’ partisan balance in three ascending codes, 
from Republican to Democrat (“More Rep”, “Even”, or “More Dem”). This is the independent variable.

A. 	 If Pedantic Pontificator is correct, as you compare states across increasing values of cook_index3—from 
Republican states, to even states, to Democratic states—the percentage of states having more restrictive 
abortion policies should (Circle one.)

decrease.      stay the same.      increase.

		 The percentage of states having more restrictive gun policies should (Circle one.)

decrease.      stay the same.      increase.

B. 	 If Pedantic Pontificator is correct, you should find that states having higher codes on cook_index3 will 
have (Circle one.)

lower codes on abort_rank3.      higher codes on abort_rank3.

You should also find that states having higher codes on cook_index3 will have (Circle one.)

lower codes on gun_rank3. higher codes on gun_rank3.

C. 	 Think about how R calculates Somers’ d. If Pedantic Pontificator is correct, the Somers’ d statistic for the 
abort_rank3-cook_index3 relationship will have a (Circle one.)

negative sign.       positive sign.

The Somers’ d statistic for the gun_rank3-cook_index3 relationship will have a (Circle one.)

negative sign.       positive sign.

D.	 Using statesD, run xtabC, svychisqC, and somersD on the abort_rank3-cook_index3 relationship. 
Run the same suite of functions on the gun_rank3-cook_index3 relationship. In the table below,  
enter the percentage of Democratic states, even states, and Republican states having more restrictive 
(“More restr”) policies. For each relationship, record chi-square, chi-square’s P-value, and Somers’ d.

Dependent 
Variable More Rep Even

More 
Dem Chi-Square P-Value Somers’ d

Abort_rank3
% more 
restrictive

? ? ? ? ? ?

Gun_rank3
% more 
restrictive

? ? ? ? ? ?




