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Doing Your Own Political Analysis

Objective Functions Introduced Author or Source

Importing data into R spss.get {Hmisc}
stata.get {Hmisc}
csv.get {Hmisc}

Frank E. Harrell, Jr.1

In working through the guided examples in this book, and in performing the exercises, you have developed some 
solid analytic skills. In our examples and chapter exercises, we have analyzed a number of interesting political 
phenomena. We’ve only scratched the surface with respect to the research possibilities of the four datasets 
supplied with this book. To get you thinking about doing your own research, we begin by laying out the stages of 
the research process and by offering some manageable ideas for original analysis you could conduct using the 
datasets supplied with this book.

We would not be disappointed, however, if you were to look elsewhere for data for your own political science 
research. High-quality social science data on a wide variety of phenomena and units of analysis—individuals, 
census tracts, states, countries—are widely accessible via the Internet and might serve as the centerpiece for your 
own research. Your school, for example, may be a member of the Inter-university Consortium for Political and 
Social Research (ICPSR), the premier organizational clearinghouse for datasets of all kinds.2 In this chapter, we 
will take a look at various sources of available data and provide practical guidance for inputting them into R. In 
the process, we will also cover situations in which you are confronted with raw, uncoded data—perhaps from an 
original questionnaire you developed and administered—that you need to code and analyze.

We conclude this chapter by describing a serviceable format for an organized and presentable research paper.

SEVEN DOABLE IDEAS

Let’s begin by describing an ideal research procedure and then discuss some practical considerations and 
constraints. In an ideal world, you would

1.	 Observe an interesting behavior or relationship and frame a research question about it;

2.	 Develop a causal explanation for what you have observed and construct a hypothesis;

3.	 Read and learn from the work of other researchers who have tackled similar questions;

1 Harrell, F. E., Jr. (2012). Hmisc: Harrell miscellaneous (R package version 3.9-3). Contributions from many other users. 
Available at http://CRAN.R-project.org/package=Hmisc
2 You can browse ICPSR’s holdings at http://www.icpsr.umich.edu




