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Does linked fate work as hypothesized? Yes. For both whites and blacks, mean values of modsex_scale 
ascend as we move from "Weak" to "Moderate" to "Strong." Indeed, the magnitude of the end-to-end increase is 
virtually identical for both races: 1.35 for white females (9.34 – 7.99) and 1.37 for black females (10.36 – 8.99). 
And notice the consistent effects of race. At each value of the independent variable, African American women 
are about 1 point higher on the discrimination scale than their white counterparts: 1 point among those having 
"Weak" linked fate, 1.13 points among the "Moderate" group, and 1.02 points among women who feel "Strong" 
ties to other women. Thus, regardless of race, the “linked-fate effect” is about 1.35. And regardless of feelings of 
linked fate, the “race effect” is about 1.

Top off the analysis with an accompanying line chart and legend: 

iplotC(~modsex_scale, ~link_wom_scale+dem_raceeth2, nesD,

  modsex_scale~dem_raceeth2+link_wom_scale,

  xlab="Linked Fate Scale", ylab="Modern Sexism Scale",

  main=list("Modern Sexism Opinions by \n Linked Fate and Race", cex=1.2))

legend("topleft", legend=c("Black","White"), lty=c(2,1), lwd=2, 

   title="Race",inset=0.1, bty="n")

You can see how this line chart (Figure 5.4) communicates the additive relationship. Moving from left to 
right, from weaker link to stronger link, each line rises by about 1.35 units. That’s the linked-fate effect. The effect 
of race is conveyed by the distance between the lines. Despite a very slight widening at the middle category of 
the linked-fate measure, the racial difference is quite consistent. Now, you might encounter additive relationships 
in which the lines slope downward, imparting a negative relationship between the independent and dependent 
variables. And the lines might “float” closer together, suggesting a consistent but weaker effect of the control 
variable on the dependent variable, controlling for the independent variable. But you will always see symmetry 
in the relationships. The effect of the independent variable on the dependent variable will be the same or very 
similar for all values of the control variable, and the effect of the control variable on the dependent variable will 
be the same or very similar for all values of the independent variable.

Figure 5.4  Multiple Line Chart with Numeric Variable (Additive)
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