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The circled objects on the list above are the four datasets that you will analyze: gss, nes, states, and world. 
(For a detailed description of the datasets, see Box 1.2.) You’ll also notice that the package contains four objects 
with similar names as our four datasets: gssD, nesD, statesD, and worldD. These are special design datasets that 
are used by a useful suite of functions that analyze weighted data.

The list of objects and functions in the poliscidata package may look pretty long at first, but we’ll introduce 
them gradually and, with some practice, you’ll learn how to use all sorts of R functions to analyze politics.

Box 1.2  The Companion Datasets

The poliscidata package has four datasets.

1.	 gss. This dataset has selected variables from the 2012 General Social Survey, a random sample of 1,974 
adults aged 18 years or older, conducted by the National Opinion Research Center and made available 
through the Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) at the University of 
Michigan. Some of the scales in gss were constructed by the authors. The variables in the gss dataset  
are described in the Appendix (Table A.1).

2.	 nes. This dataset includes selected variables from the 2012 National Election Study, a random sample of 
5,916 citizens of voting age, conducted by the University of Michigan’s Institute for Social Research and made 
available through ICPSR. See the Appendix (Table A.2).

3.	 states. This dataset includes variables on each of the 50 states. Most of these variables were compiled by 
the authors from various sources. A complete description of variables in the states dataset is found in the 
Appendix (Table A.3).

4.	 world. This dataset includes variables on 167 countries of the world. These variables are based on data 
compiled by Pippa Norris, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, and made available to 
the scholarly community through her Internet site. See the Appendix (Table A.4) for a complete description of 
variables in the world dataset.

The four datasets included in the R package that accompanies this book contain a wealth of information 
about political behavior and institutions. We’ll use these datasets to demonstrate a variety of research methods, 
but we hope your curiosity will be sparked to explore variables and relationships that we don’t address here. To 
see the names of variables contained in the datasets, you can use the names function. For example, the following 
command will return the names of all the variables in the world dataset.

names(world)                 # list names of variables in dataset 

 [1] “country” “gini10” “dem_level4”

 [4] “dem_rank14” “dem_score14” “lifeex_f”

 [7] “lifeex_m” “literacy” “oil”

[10] “pop_0_14” “pop_15_64” “pop_65_older”

[13] “fertility” “govregrel” “regionun”

[16] “religoin” “spendeduc” “spendhealth”

[19] “spendmil” “hdi” “pop_age”

[22] “sexratio” “pop_total” “pop_urban”

[25] “gender_unequal” “gender_unequal_rank” “arda”

[28] “lifeex_total” “debt” “colony”

[31] “confidence” “decent08” “dem_other”

[34] “dem_other5” “democ” “democ11”




