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Figure 4.7  Strip Chart
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stripchart(union10 ~ region, data=states,

   xlab="Region", ylab="Percent Unionized", 

   main="Unionization, by Region",

   vertical=TRUE,                            #Displays strips vertically, not horizontally

   method="jitter",                               #Adds a small amount of random noise to data points

                                                  #so data points do not overlap

   font.main=1)

The strip chart adds clarity and detail to the union10-region relationship (Figure 4.7). We can see why the 
mean comparison analysis returned inter-regional differences in the level of unionization. Yet we can also see 
interesting variation within regions.

EXERCISES

1. 	 (Datasets: nes, nesD. Variables: fedspend_scale, pid_x, wt.) Here is a widely observed difference between 
Democrats and Republicans: Democrats are more likely than Republicans to favor government spending. Is 
this difference borne out by the data? Dataset nes contains the numeric variable fedspend_scale, which 
measures respondents’ spending opinions on a scale that runs from 0 (oppose government spending) to 16 
(support government spending). This is the dependent variable. Use the 7-point party identification scale 
(pid_x) as the independent variable.

A. 	 If Democrats are more likely than Republicans to favor spending, then Democrats will have (Check one.)

�� a higher mean than do Republicans on fedspend_scale.

�� about the same mean as do Republicans on fedspend_scale.

�� a lower mean than do Republicans on fedspend_scale.

B. 	 Run compmeans to obtain the mean score on the dependent variable, fedspend_scale, for each category of 
the independent variable, pid_x. (Hint: Remember that compmeans requires “$” in variable names—for 
example, nes$fedspend_scale. Also, this is nes, so remember to include the weight variable, wt.) Write the 
results in the table that follows.

Party ID Mean N
Strong Democrat ? ?
Weak Democrat ? ?
Independent Democrat ? ?
Independent ? ?
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