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Party ID Mean N
Independent Republican ? ?
Weak Republican ? ?
Strong Republican ? ?
Total ? ?

C.	 Overall, does your analysis support the idea that Democrats are more likely than Republicans to support 
government spending? (Circle one.)

Yes      No

Briefly explain your answer.

D.	 The mean comparison results contain two anomalies—two data points that do not fit the overall pattern. 
Briefly describe the two anomalies.

E.	 Use svyboxplot to obtain a box plot of the relationship. (Hint: Remember that svyboxplot uses the 
design dataset, nesD.) Apply all the box plot enhancements you learned in this chapter: add an  
x-axis label (“Party ID”); add a y-axis label (“Pro-spending Scale Score”); provide a main title 
(“Pro-government Spending Scale, by Party ID”); request light gray boxes (col=“lightgray”); and draw 
the box widths in proportion to the sizes of the party identification groups (varwidth=T).  Print the 
box plot.

F. 	 Examine the box plot you created. Suppose someone made the following statement: “Strong Democrats 
are more cohesive in their position on government spending than are Strong Republicans.”

Based on your examination of the box plot, is this statement correct? (Circle one.)

Yes      No

Briefly explain your answer.

G. 	Use plotmeansC to produce a line chart of the fedspend_scale-pid_x relationship. Use the same axis labels 
and main title that you applied to the boxplot. Print the line chart.

2. 	 (Dataset: nes. Variables: gay_marry, libcon3, wt.) Should gay couples be legally permitted to marry? This 
controversial issue has gained center stage in political debate. One can imagine several characteristics that 
divide people on this issue. For example, one could hypothesize that self-described liberals are more likely to 
favor gay marriage than are self-described moderates, who in turn are more likely to favor gay marriage than 
are self-described conservatives.

Dataset nes contains gay_marry, a two-level factor that gauges approval of same-sex marriage: “No” or 
“Yes”. Nes also has libcon3, a three-category factor that measures respondents’ ideological leanings: “Lib”, 
“Mod”, or “Cons”.




