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Bar charts can be a useful interpretive tool. Even so, you may not always want freq to produce one. You can 
suppress the chart by including the additional argument, ‘plot=FALSE’, which may be abbreviated, ‘plot=F’. For 
example:

freq(gss$zodiac, gss$wtss, plot=F)   # Describing a Nominal-Level Variable

                                     # Suppresses Plot of Results

DESCRIBING ORDINAL VARIABLES

Next, you will analyze and describe ordinal-level variables, two of which have relatively little variation and a 
third which is more spread out. These variables appear in the NES dataset, which contains a wealth of survey 
data gauging individuals’ opinions on a variety of public policies.

The NES variable, budget_deficit_x, asks whether respondents favor reducing the federal budget deficit. 
Similarly, the variable congress_job_x asks whether respondents approve of the way Congress does its job.  
On both questions, respondents could favor strongly, favor moderately, favor slightly, take a middle position, 
oppose slightly, oppose moderately, or oppose strongly. For seven-category ordered factors like these, we will run 
freqC. To obtain representative results, we should use the survey weights variable, nes$wt.

To create descriptive summaries of nes$budget_deficit_x and nes$congress_job_x, we execute the following 
lines of R code:

freqC(nes$budget_deficit_x, nes$wt)           # Describing Ordinal Variable

freqC(nes$congapp_job_x, nes$wt)             # Additional Example

                                             # Describing Ordinal Variable

Figure 2.3  Public Support for Reducing the Federal Deficit
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Frequency Percent Valid Percent

FavStrng 3373.7 57.027 62.109

FavWeak 623.4 10.538 11.477

FavLean 224.4 3.794 4.132

Neither 637.7 10.779 11.740

OppLean 124.0 2.096 2.283

OppWeak 146.5 2.477 2.697

OppStrng 302.2 5.108 5.563

NA's 484.0 8.182

Total 5916.0 100.000 100.000
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