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Figure 1.3  R Script Editor

The unassuming R script editor should now appear. Click in the script editor and type a couple of 
lines (refer to the Introduction for sample lines of R code). When you finish typing a line of code and 
start a new line, the line you’ve completed isn’t automatically executed. You can run lines one at a time 
by clicking on the line and pressing Ctrl-R. (If you are running Mac OS, you’ll execute a line of code by 
pressing Command-Enter.) You can also select the “Run line or selection” option from the Edit menu tab 
or right-click the line and select “Run line or selection” from the pop-up menu, but you’ll find the keyboard 
shortcut a time-saving practice. R will execute the line of code the cursor is on and get ready to run the 
next line.

When you execute a line of code from the script editor, R reacts just like you entered that line of code at the 
command prompt in the console widow. In fact, if you look closely at the Console output, you’ll see that when 
you execute a line of code from your script, the line you ran appears in the Console window.

To run multiple lines of code at once, select (highlight) the lines of code you want to run and press Ctrl-R 
(or the “Run line or selection” options discussed above). You can run an entire script at once by pressing Ctrl-A 
and then Ctrl-R (or the “Run all” option from the Edit menu).

Sometimes it’s very helpful to run just a fragment of a line of code. We often do this to debug a line of code 
that’s not working the way we expected. You can run part of a line of code by highlighting part of the line and 
pressing Ctrl-R (or the alternatives discussed above).

After you’ve had the chance to write and run a couple lines of test code from the script editor, let’s learn 
how scripts are saved and re-opened. This is the big advantage of writing a script, rather than entering command 
line statements: You can save your work and pick up from where you left off later. To save your test script, press 
Ctrl-S, the ubiquitous keyboard shorthand for save. Give the script a descriptive filename, such as “testScript.R”. 
Make sure to type the entire filename, including the .R extension. You might want to create a folder for your  
R scripts; you’ll hopefully be developing a nice, well-organized collection soon. Feel free to close your script  
and even quit the R program.

To re-open a script and continue working with it, you’ll need to start the R program first and  
select “Open script . . . ” under the File menu. The R program doesn’t automatically launch when you  
double-click an .R file the way double-clicking a word document launches a word processor. The  
.R extension helps the R program recognize a script file, so it is a good script-naming practice to follow. 
Your test script may not be especially useful moving forward, but getting in the habit of writing good  
R script files will pay dividends.




