
The R Companion Package  15

After you’ve installed the poliscidata package, you load it with the library command. You can also load the 
poliscidata package by selecting the “Load package . . . ” option under the Packages menu. See Figure 1.2.

library(poliscidata)             # Loads R companion package in session

Figure 1.2  Loading R Companion’s Package

When you execute the library(poliscidata) command, it may look like R didn’t do anything. Actually, there 
is a lot going on behind the scenes, but R won’t output any messages to the console unless there is a problem. 
We created the poliscidata package to make getting started with R as simple and as straightforward as possible. 
At this point, you should be ready to go.

To acquaint you with the R working environment and the contents of the poliscidata package, we’ve 
written a special function called welcome. This command will generate a welcome message, output some basic 
information about your R session, and list the objects and functions in the poliscidata package. 

welcome()                     # introduction to the companion environment 




