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Figure 8.1  The Table.Output.html File

CREATING TABLES OF REGRESSION RESULTS

By this point, you’ve invested a lot of time into learning how to use R to estimate different regression models. 
You’ve worked with both weighted and unweighted datasets, multiple independent variables, and different types 
of independent variables. Sometimes, copying console output is a fine way to share your results. Other times, 
however, you’ll want to organize your regression results in a table that makes your results easier for others to read 
and interpret.

You can use the printC function to output a table of regression coefficient estimates to your working 
directory. You’ll recall that the printC function exports html-style tables to a file in your working directory called 
“Table.Output.html”. The printC function shouldn’t generate any output in your R Console window; it writes to 
the “Table.Output.html” in your working directory.

Let’s use the printC function to produce a table from our multiple regression model of the percentage of 
women in state legislatures. You can nest the lm function call inside the printC function to accomplish the same 
result in one line rather than two. 

# estimate multiple regression model, assign result to object

womleg.model = lm(womleg_2015 ~ college + attend_pct, data=states) 

# print table of results to file in working directory

printC(womleg.model)  

After you execute the printC command, look in your working directory for a file called “Table.Output.html” 
that should look something like the image in Figure 8.1. If you’re not sure what your working directory is, enter 
the command “getwd()” for the path to your current working directory.

When you open this file, which is in a web page–type mark-up, it will appear in a web browser (not in R or a 
word processor). You can copy and paste the html table you see into a word-processing document, like so:

Estimate Std. Error t value Pr(>|t|) 

(Intercept) 28.4258 6.8400 4.16 0.0001 

college 0.4622 0.1736 2.66 0.0106 

attend_pct −0.4164 0.0838 −4.97 0.0000 

Getting this much of our multiple regression results in a table is very helpful because we can easily resize the 
table, edit the text, and modify the properties. You’ll notice that this table doesn’t include the model fit statistics 
or report the number of observations analyzed. You’ll want to add these essential pieces of information when 
you report results of your regression analysis. For maximum effect, try formatting your regression results tables 
like those you see published in leading political science journals such as the American Political Science Review, 
American Journal of Political Science, or Journal of Politics. With a few modifications in a word processor, we can 
create professional-looking results:

The printC function works with the output of the svyglm function too. Well-organized tables are a great 
way to present multiple regression results. Raw regression results can look more confusing than enlightening, 
particularly if you’re not looking at your own work. A lot of people are afraid of numbers and statistics, so it’s 
a good idea to make your work clear and presentable in order to communicate effectively to a wide audience. 




