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information, are proportional to the cell frequencies in the cross-tabulation. This provides a quick visual cue to 
the relative importance of different groups. For example, the Democrat-environment tile clearly is predominant—
the product of the large size of this partisan group combined with its consensus on environmental priorities.

Figure 4.2  Mosaic Plot with Main Title and Axis Labels
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Horizontally, the widths of the tiles
re
ect the relative numbers of cases in
each value of the independent variable.

The areas of the tiles are proportional
to the cell frequencies in the 
cross-tabulation.

Vertically,
the tiles
re
ect the
column
percentages of
the cross-
tabulation.
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Figure 4.1  Mosaic Plot

All right, this mosaic plot definitely adds interpretive value. Let’s run xtp again, adding labels to the x and y axes 
of the graph. Also, we’ll provide a main title. Return to the script editor and modify the xtp command as follows: 

xtp(nes, envjob_3, pid_3, wt,ylab="Environ vs. Jobs", 

xlab="Party Identification", main="Environmental Opinions, by Party Identification")

The “ylab”, “xlab”, and “main” arguments add must-have graphic features to the finished product (see 
Figure 4.2). Also, remember that xtp automatically exports the cross-tab to Table.Output.html.




