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The additive index reveals greater variation in respondents’ patriotism. We can now make some fairly subtle 
distinctions among respondents and compare the patriotism of different subpopulations in the dataset by 
calculating means. In the next chapter, you’ll learn how to make comparisons among groups using R and present 
the results of these comparisons effectively in tables and figures.

EXERCISES

1.	 (Dataset: gss. Variables: polviews, wtss.) The gss dataset contains polviews, a seven-category factor that 
measures political ideology—the extent to which individuals “think of themselves as liberal or conservative.”

A.	 Run freq on gss$polviews, making sure to weight by gss$wtss. Add up the percentages of all liberals. The 
percentage of respondents who are either “extremely liberal,” “liberal,” or “slightly liberal” is (Fill in the blank.)

________________ percent.

B.	 The percentage of “moderates is equal to (Fill in the blank.)

________________ percent.

C.	 Now add up the percentages of all conservatives. The percentage of respondents who are either “slightly 
conservative,” “conservative,” or “extremely conservative” is (Fill in the blank.)

________________ percent.

D.	 You are going to use cut2 to create a new variable, gss$polview3, that combines the three liberal categories, 
keeps moderates in their own category, and combines the three conservative categories. Cut2 will not 
work on factors, so use the as.numeric function to create a numeric version of gss$polviews. Name the 
numeric version gss$polviews.n. Run freq on gss$polviews.n (again weighting by gss$wtss).

On gss$polviews.n, liberals have the following three numeric codes: _____, _____, _____.

On gss$polviews.n, moderates have the following numeric code: _____.

On gss$polviews.n, conservatives have the following three numeric codes: _____, _____, _____.

E.	 Use cut2 to create a new variable, gss$polview3. Collapse gss$polviews.n’s three liberal codes, keep 
moderates in their own category, and collapse the three conservative codes. Remember to apply cut2’s 
plus-1 rule. Run freq on gss$polview3, weighting by gss$wtss. Record the percentages in each category 
(Fill in the blanks.):

[1, 4) _______		  4 ________		  [5, 8) _______

Figure 3.3  Scale of Patriotic Feelings in the General Public
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