
22  Chapter  1

For more formal presentations, like final drafts of papers or any analysis you plan on sharing with an audience, 
you should edit and format Console output. The printC function will export R tabular output as an .html file to 
your working directory. These files can subsequently be opened in a web browser, copied/pasted into a document 
file such as Word, and then edited for appearance and readability. The printC function will create an .html file, 
named “Table.Output.html”, that will be the repository for all the tables you wish to export, edit, and print. To 
create an editable table using the printC function, insert the desired command within printC’s parentheses.3 For 
example, to print the frequency distribution table for nes$pid_x using the printC function, enter the following:

printC(freq(nes$pid_x, nes$wt))     # Print table output to html file 

This statement quietly exports the frequency distribution to Table.Output.html in the working directory. If 
you don’t know where to find the Table.Output.html file, enter the getwd() command. (See the section “Creating 
Tables of Regression Results” in Chapter 8 for more instruction on the printC command and formatting tables 
for formal works.)

ADDITIONAL SOFTWARE FOR WORKING WITH R

In this section, we discuss some options to making the R environment easier to use. As we’ve discussed, the  
R environment is relatively spare and efficient. Its graphical user interface is limited and little analysis can be 
conducted using its pull-down menus. Fortunately, some software developers are working to address this void 
and make R more intuitive and user-friendly. We’ll take a look at two of these developments, R Studio and  
R Commander.

R Studio is an interface for R that is available for Windows, Mac OS, and Linux. It’s a free program 
(commercial enterprises may pay more for technical support). You can download R Studio and learn more 
about it from its website: https://www.rstudio.com/. For new R users, R Studio has some excellent features. We 
particularly like R Studio’s ability to suggest and auto-complete code. If you look closely at the screenshot in 
Figure 1.6, you’ll see that when we type “nes$” we get a pull-down menu of variables in the nes dataset, a very 
helpful feature. Other nice features include an enhanced Editor with line numbers and smart text coloring, a 
command history pane, a help file pane, and some nice options for saving graphics.

3 If you get an error message that says “function not found”, that means you either haven’t loaded the companion packages or 
didn’t type the name of the function correctly.

Figure 1.5  Simple Table Formatting




