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Consider the results. As you can see, R creates a graphic, a bar chart of nes$pid_x, and displays it in a 
separate window. If you’re using Windows, you can right-click on the graphic to copy or save the figure in a 
desired format, or you can print it directly. Not too much to it. An editable version of the console’s frequency 
distribution table, on the other hand, requires a few additional steps. There are a couple of ways to manage  
R Console output. You’ll frequently want to incorporate the results of your analysis into documents.

To incorporate R Console output into informal documents, like rough drafts of papers or class 
assignments (check with your instructor though), you can copy text from the R Console and paste it into 
a word processor. The result typically looks disorganized and confusing because the pasted text appears 
in your word processor’s default font, which is typically a proportional font (such as Times New Roman). 
If you change the font used to display R Console out in a Word document to a monospace font (such as 
Courier New or Lucida Console), you can replicate the basic formatting of tabular results you see in the  
R Console.

Figure 1.4  Sample R Graphics Output
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Box 1.3  A Special Note on Weights

The states and world datasets are unweighted. In analyzing unweighted data, you do not need to adjust 
for sampling bias, because each state or country is equally and adequately represented in the dataset. For 
example, to calculate the average percentage of women in parliaments of the world (recorded in the variable 
world$women09), you would ask R to sum the percentages for each country and divide by the number of 
countries.

By contrast, the gss and nes datasets must be weighted. Why is this? In unweighted form, these 
datasets contain sampling bias—that is, some groups are over- or under-represented when compared with 
the overall population of adults. So, for example, if you wanted to calculate the average age of respondents 
in the nes dataset, the unweighted average would be distorted, because not all age groups are equally and 
adequately represented in the dataset. To correct for this bias, survey designers provide sampling weights. 
Therefore, in order to obtain accurate results from the two survey datasets, gss and nes, you will need to 
weight your analyses by the appropriate sampling weight. For nes, the weight variable is nes$wt; for gss,  
it is gss$wtss.

Most of the base R functions do not permit sampling weights. Fortunately, the extra packages you installed 
in this chapter contain procedures that can be used with weighted data (such as gss and nes) or unweighted 
data (such as states and world). On rare occasion, however, you will learn separate procedures, one for weighted 
data and one for unweighted data.




