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The mean comparison table has a precise yet readable layout, a hallmark of the output produced by 
the descr package. The level names for nes$pid_x appear on the left, beside three columns of numbers: the 
mean of the dependent variable, nes$ft_hclinton, the number of cases in each value of the independent 
variable (“N”), and the standard deviation (“Std. Dev.”), a measure of variation for numeric variables. 
Compared with cross-tabulations, mean comparison tables are models of simplicity. There is, after all, only 
one set of numbers to interpret: the mean value of the dependent variable across values of the independent 
variable. Clearly, the hypothesis is easily confirmed. Clinton’s rating is 82.98 among Strong Democrats 
and drops to 69.38 among Weak Democrats. Interestingly, Clinton’s ratings tick up slightly, to 71.59, 
among Independent Democrats, and then continue to decline, to 55.16 among Independents and 44.40 for 
Independent Republicans. Again, notice the anomalous increase among Weak Republicans (45.99),  
ending with a chilly 31.98 among Strong Republicans. The bottom row of the table records the mean for all 
5871 respondents: 58.83.

Do you want to print the cross-tabulation table? Enclose the compmeans expression inside the printC 
parentheses: 

printC(compmeans(nes$ft_hclinton, nes$pid_x, nes$wt, plot=F))

#The argument, 'plot=FALSE', can be abbreviated, 'plot=F'

The cross-tab will be sent to Table.Output.html in the working directory. For a line chart of the relationship, 
activate plotmeansC:

plotmeansC(nes, ~ft_hclinton, ~pid_x, ft_hclinton~pid_x, w=~wt,

  xlab="Party identification",   ylab="Ratings of Hillary Clinton",

  main="Ratings of Hillary Clinton,\n by Party Identification")

A line chart of mean Clinton ratings, across values of partisanship, appears in the graphics window 
(Figure 4.4).

Figure 4.4  Line Chart of Numeric Variable
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BOX PLOTS

A line chart, which plots the mean of a dependent variable across the values of an independent variable, is aimed 
squarely at visualizing mean comparisons by re-expressing them in graphic form. A box plot favors the display 
of dispersion over central tendency, providing a valuable complement to mean comparison analysis. Box plots 




