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The R Companion Package
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Installing and loading 
the poliscidata package

install.packages {utils}
library {base}
welcome {poliscidata}
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Exploring package 
contents

ls {base} R Development Core Team

Demonstrating R 
capabilities

freq {descr}
printC {poliscidata}
getwd {base}
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In the preceding Introduction, you became acquainted with some R basics: objects, functions, vectors, and data 
frames. For this book, we have developed a more specialized collection of additional objects and functions that 

will permit you to analyze, present, and interpret data. A specialized collection of R elements is called a package. 
The package we have created for this book, “poliscidata”, contains the functions and datasets we use in this book 
and is available through an online repository. In this section, you will (1) run the install.packages function to 
install the poliscidata package, (2) run the library function to load the poliscidata package contents, and (3) run 
the poliscidata package’s welcome function to produce some basic information about your working environment.

To install the poliscidata package, enter the following command:

install.packages(“poliscidata”)      # install bundled datasets and

                                     # functions for R companion

This command will prompt you to select a repository from which to download the poliscidata package.  
The repositories mirror one another, but you may want to select a repository close to you to save download time. 
See Figure 1.1.

You can also download an R package by selecting the “Install package(s) . . . ” option under the Packages 
menu. This method will also prompt you to select a nearby repository to download the package from, and then 
select the “poliscidata” package from the long alphabetical list of R packages.

You will need to install the poliscidata package on each computer you use. When you install the poliscidata 
package, R will automatically install the functions and datasets you’ll be using as well as the packages that the 
poliscidata package requires. The installation process may take a couple of minutes.

1 Aquino, J. (2012). descr: Descriptive statistics (R package version 0.9.8). Includes R source code and/or documentation written 
by Dirk Enzmann, Marc Schwartz, and Nitin Jain. Available at http://CRAN.R-project.org/package=descr




