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HTML Datasets

As we have just seen, once you get data into Excel format and make them R-friendly, you can convert the 
data to .csv and import them into R. If the data are in html format, it is usually a relatively simple matter to 
copy/paste into Excel. Note, however, that the HTML-to-Excel procedure works best with Internet Explorer, 
but it may not work consistently with Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome. By way of illustration, consider the 
Freedom House’s Freedom on the Net 2016 Scores for 65 countries around the world. This table offers an 
interval-level measurement of Internet freedom based on obstacles to access, limits on content, and violation of 
user rights. It would make an interesting variable for political science research.

Figure 11.6  Importing Data in HTML Format




