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D. Explain your answer in C, making specific reference to evidence from parts A and B. 

 

 

 

 

E. Is Proposition Two supported or not supported by your findings? (circle one) 

Proposition Two is not supported.        Proposition Two is supported.

F. Explain your answer in E, making specific reference to evidence from parts A and B. 

 

 

 

 

4. (Dataset: NES2012. Variables: polknow3, dhs_threat3, ftgr_tea). Given the Tea Party movement’s deep 
skepticism of government activism, it seems plausible to hypothesize that individuals who regard the 
government as a threat would have warmer feelings toward the Tea Party than would those who do not think 
the government poses a threat. Of course, individuals would need to be reasonably well informed about 
politics to make the connection between their assessment of government threat and their evaluation of the 
Tea Party. When we control for political knowledge (control variable), we may find that the relationship 
between Tea Party ratings (dependent variable) and perceptions of government threat (independent variable) 
gets stronger as knowledge increases. In other words, interaction could be occurring in this set of 
relationships. Consider two propositions and an ancillary hypothesis.

Proposition One: At all levels of political knowledge (NES2012 variable polknow3), individuals who 
perceive the government as a threat (dhs_threat3) will give the Tea Party higher ratings (ftgr_tea) than will 
people who do not regard the government as a threat.

Proposition Two: The relationship between perceived threat and Tea Party ratings will be weaker for lower-
knowledge respondents than for higher-knowledge respondents.

Ancillary Hypothesis: In a comparison of individuals, those with higher levels of political knowledge are 
less likely to regard the government as a threat than are those with lower levels of political knowledge.

The dependent variable: the Tea Party feeling thermometer (ftgr_tea), which runs from 0 (cold or negative 
feelings) to 100 (warm or positive feelings). The independent variable: dhs_threat3, which captures 
assessments of government’s threat with three ordinal values—government represents no threat (“None”), a 
moderate threat (“Mod”), or an extreme threat (“Extrm”). Political knowledge is also a three-category ordinal: 
low (“Low know”), moderate (“Mid know”), and high knowledge (“High know”). 

A. Obtain a table of mean values of ftgr_tea for each combination of dhs_threat3 and polknow3. Record the 
means next to the question marks in the following table.

Political 
knowledge

Feeling thermometer: Tea Party

Federal government 
a threat? Mean

Low 
knowledge

None ?

Moderate ?

Extreme ?

Total ?


