
Descriptive Statistics 31

Pundit 1: “Our society has a sizable minority of traditionally minded individuals who think that the proper 
‘place’ for women is taking care of the home and caring for children. This small but vocal group of traditionalists 
aside, the typical adult supports the idea that women belong outside the home and in the workplace.”

Pundit 2: “Poppycock! It’s just the opposite. The extremist ‘women’s liberation’ crowd has distorted the 
overall picture. The typical view among most citizens is that women should be in the home, not in the 
workplace.”

A. GSS2012 contains femrole, an interval-level variable that measures respondents’ attitudes toward women 
in society and politics. Scores can range from 0 (women belong in traditional roles) to 9 (women belong 
in nontraditional roles).

If Pundit 1 is correct, femrole will have (circle one)

a negative skew.      no skew.      a positive skew.

If Pundit 2 is correct, femrole will have (circle one)

a negative skew.      no skew.      a positive skew.

If Pundit 1 is correct, femrole’s mean will be (circle one)

lower than its median.    the same as its median.    higher than its median.

If Pundit 2 is correct, femrole’s mean will be (circle one)

lower than its median.    the same as its median.    higher than its median.

B. Perform a frequencies analysis of femrole. Obtain the mean, median, and mode, as well as skewness. Obtain a 
bar chart with percentages. Fill in the table that follows:

Female role: home, work (femrole)

Mean ?

Median ?

Mode ?

Skewness ?

C. Based on your analysis, whose assessment is more accurate? (circle one)

Pundit 1’s         Pundit 2’s

Explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the statistics and chart.

4. (Dataset: GSS2012. Variable: attend.) The General Social Survey provides a rich array of variables that permit 
scholars to study religiosity among the adult population. GSS2012 contains attend, a 9-point ordinal scale that 
measures how often respondents attend religious services. Values can range from 0 (“Never attend”) to 8 
(“Attend more than once a week”).


