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Consider this hypothesis: In a comparison of individuals, people who have lower incomes will be  
more likely to identify with the Democratic Party than those who make higher incomes. NES2012  
contains pid_3, which measures respondents’ partisanship in three categories: Democrat (“Dem”), 
Independent (“Ind”), and Republican (“Rep”). This will serve as the dependent variable. One of the 
variables that you created in Chapter 3, incgroup3, is the independent variable. Recall that incgroup3 
classifies individuals by terciles of income: the lowest one-third (“Low”), the middle third (“Middle”),  
and the highest one-third (“High”).

In the Data Editor, click Analyze  Descriptive Statistics  Crosstabs. The Crosstabs window 
appears, sporting four panels. For now, focus on the two upper right-hand panels: Row(s) and  
Column(s). (The oddly labeled Layer 1 of one panel comes into play in Chapter 5.) This is where we  
apply the first rule for a properly constructed cross-tabulation: The independent variable defines the 
columns, and the dependent variable defines the rows. Because pid_3 is the dependent variable, click it 
into the Row(s) panel, as shown in Figure 4-1. Find incgroup3 in the left-hand variable list and click it 
into the Column(s) panel.
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Figure 4-1  Crosstabs Window (modified)

Now for the second rule of cross-tab construction: Always obtain column percentages. On the right-hand 
side of the Crosstabs window, click the Cells button (refer to Figure 4-1). SPSS displays the available options 
for Counts, Percentages, and Residuals. Left to its own defaults, SPSS will produce a cross-tabulation 
 showing only the number of cases (“observed” counts) in each cell of the table. That’s fine. But to follow the 
second rule, we also want column percentages—the percentage of each category of the independent variable 
falling into each category of the dependent variable. Check the Column box in the Percentages panel.  
Click Continue, which returns you to the Crosstabs window. Click OK.

SPSS runs the analysis and displays the results in the Viewer—a case-processing summary followed by the 
requested cross-tabulation:

When SPSS runs Crosstabs, it produces a set of side-by-side frequency distributions of the dependent variabl 
e—one for each category of the independent variable—plus an overall frequency distribution for all analyzed cases. 
Accordingly, the table has four columns of numbers: one for low-income individuals, one for those in the 
 middle-income tercile, one for those in the highest income group, and a total column showing the distribution 


