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1. Click the Add Fit Line
at Total button. SPSS adds
the regression line and
opens the Properties window.

2. In the Properties window, click the Lines
tab. Click the Style drop-down and select
a dashed style. Click Apply, but
keep the Properties window open.

The Properties button will open
the Properties window for any
user-selected chart element.

Figure 8-7  Adding a Regression Line to the Scatterplot

but be sure to keep the Properties window open.6 Now click on any one of the hollow circles in the cloud of 
points or “markers.” SPSS selects all of the markers (Figure 8-8). In the Color panel of the Marker tab, click Fill. 
The default setting, a diagonal line through a white background, means “transparent.” This won’t do. Make a 
color choice in the palette, and then click Apply. SPSS fills the dots with your selected choice.

Compared with the effort involved in enhancing the scatterplot’s data-related information, the task of 
erasing the nonessential elements of the graph is rather more labor intensive. But with a little practice it becomes 
second nature. To whiten the graphic background (and dim but not whiten the axes), click anywhere on the 
empty gray space inside the graph (Figure 8-9). The Properties window adapts, telling us which elements are 
editable. In the Color panel of the Fill & Border tab, click Fill and select white, click Border and select white, 

2. In the Color panel, click Fill.
Make a color choice, and then click
Apply. Leave the Properties window open.

1. Click on one of the scatterplot
markers. SPSS selects all of
the markers.

Figure 8-8  Adding a Fill Color to Scatterplot Markers


