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OBTAINING CASE-LEVEL INFORMATION WITH CASE SUMMARIES

When you analyze a large survey dataset, as you have just done, you generally are not interested in how 
respondent x or respondent y answered a particular question. Rather, you want to know how the entire sample 
of respondents distributed themselves across the response categories of a variable. Sometimes, however, you 
gather data on particular cases because the cases are themselves inherently important. The States dataset (50 
cases) and World dataset (167 cases) are good examples. With these datasets, you may want to push the 
descriptions beyond the relative anonymity of Frequencies analysis and find out where particular cases “are” on 
an interesting variable. Analyze  Reports  Case Summaries is readymade for such elemental insights. Before 
beginning this guided example, close GSS2012 and open World.
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