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Using the Chart Editor
SPSS permits the user to modify the content and appearance of any tabular or graphic object it produces in the 
Viewer. The user invokes the Editor, makes any desired changes, and then returns to the Viewer. The changes 
made in the Chart Editor are recorded automatically in the Viewer. In this section we describe how to retitle the 
vertical axis of the bar chart you just created. We’ll also change the color of the bars. (The default color is rather 
uninspired, and it doesn’t print well.)

In the Viewer, place the cursor anywhere on the bar chart and double-click. SPSS opens the Chart Editor 
(Figure 4-14). As with any editing software, the Chart Editor recognizes separate elements within an object. It 
recognizes some elements as text. These elements include the axis titles and the value labels for the categories of 
incgroup3. It recognizes other elements as graphic, such as the bars in the bar chart. First we will edit a text 
element, the title on the vertical axis. Then we will modify a graphic element, the color of the bars.

Place the cursor anywhere on the title “%in(1,1) Party ID: 3 cats” and single-click. SPSS selects the axis title. 
With the cursor still placed on the title, single-click again. SPSS moves the text into editing mode inside the chart 
(Figure 4-15). Delete the current text. In its place type the title “Percent Democratic.” Now click on one of the 
bars. (As soon as you click off the axis title, it returns to its rightful position in the chart.) The editor selects all 
the bars (see Figure 4-16). Click on the Properties icon located near the upper-left corner of the Chart Editor 
window. This opens the Properties window, the most powerful editing tool in the Chart Editor’s arsenal. (Special 
note: If you plan to do a lot of editing, it is a good idea to open the Properties window soon after you enter the 
Chart Editor. Each time you select a different text or graphic element with the mouse, the Properties window 
changes, displaying the editable properties of the selected element.) Click on the Fill & Border tab, as shown in 
Figure 4-16. In the Color panel, click in the Fill box. In the color palette, click on a desirable hue, and then click 
Apply. SPSS makes the change. Close the Properties window and exit the Chart Editor. The finished product 
appears in the Viewer (Figure 4-17).

Figure 4-14 Chart Editor


