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D.	 Use Compute to create black_wrong. The multiplicative expression is homosex2*black. (Again, remember to 
restrict the computation to respondents who have nonmissing values on both variables, homosex2 and black.) 
Run a regression analysis to obtain estimates for the model. The regression equation for estimating partyid is as 
follows (fill in the blanks, putting the constant in the first blank):

partyid Coefficient t-statistic P-value

black ? ? ?

homosex2 ? ? ?

black_wrong ? ? ?

Constant ?

E.	 Which of the variables in the model have statistically significant effects on partyid? Check all that apply.

 black                 homosex2                 black_wrong

F.	 Use the model to estimate partyid for “not always wrong” whites and “always wrong” whites. For “not always 
wrong” whites you obtain ________________, and for “always wrong” whites you obtain _________________.

G.	 Use the model to estimate partyid for “not always wrong” blacks and “always wrong” blacks. For “not always 
wrong” blacks you obtain __________________, and for “always wrong” blacks you obtain _______________.

H.	 Consider all the evidence you have adduced. Based on the evidence, the salience idea appears to be (circle one)

correct.                incorrect.

Explain your answer, making specific reference to the statistical evidence that you developed in this exercise. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

That concludes the exercises for this chapter. Before exiting SPSS, be sure to save GSS2012.

NOTES

1.	 See John R. Zaller’s influential work, The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992).
2.	 In calculating a multiplicative product, SPSS will assign a valid code of 0 to any case that has a missing value on one of the 

variables and a value of 0 on the other variable. For example, a respondent who has a missing value on pot_legal3 and who 
has a value of 0 on preknow3 will be assigned a valid, analyzable value on the interaction variable—a value of 0. This 
respondent should be treated as missing but instead ends up in the analysis. SPSS also returns a valid code of 0 for any 
expression that divides 0 by a missing value: “Most numeric expressions receive the system-missing value when any one of 
the values in the expression is missing. Some arithmetic operations involving 0 can be evaluated even when the variables 
have missing values. These operations are: 0 * missing = 0; 0 / missing = 0,” from IBM SPSS Statistics 22 Command Syntax 
Reference (Chicago: IBM Corporation, 2013), 95 (emphasis added). Avoid this flaw by restricting the Compute procedure 
to cases having nonmissing values on both variables. 

3.	 See Quentin Kidd, Herman Diggs, Mehreen Farooq, and Megan Murray, “Black Voters, Black Candidates, and Social 
Issues: Does Party Identification Matter?,” Social Science Quarterly 88, no. 1 (March 2007): 165–176.


