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be the control variable, click dem_educ3 back into the variable list, and then click it into the Layer 1 of 1 panel. 
Find libcon3 and click it into the Column(s) panel. The other necessary choices—column percentages in Cells, 
Chi-square and Somers’ d in Statistics—should still be in place from the previous analysis. Click OK.

It would appear that, at all levels of education, ideology plays a big role in gay rights attitudes. Among the 
least-educated group, there is a sizable 30-point decline in the percentages professing “High” support across the 
values of libcon3, from 45.2 among liberals to 14.6 percent among conservatives. Yet the drop is even steeper 
among those with some college: from 51.7 percent to 11.5 percent, a 40-point drop. The gap increases to over 50 
points among the most highly educated: 65.7 percent for liberals and 11.7 percent for conservatives. Thus, the 
“ideology effect” is either 30 points, 40 points, or over 50 points, depending on education level.4 Although the 
direction of the gay_rights3–dem_educ3 relationship is the same at all levels of education—conservatives are less 
supportive than liberals—the relationship becomes stronger as education increases. Interaction would seem the 
best way to describe this set of relationships.

Reading tables and discussing patterns are familiar tasks. But do the statistics support our interpretation? 
First let’s check for statistical significance by examining the Chi-Square Tests table.


