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B. GSS2012 contains two variables that will serve as dependent variables. Abhlth, which asks respondents 
whether an abortion should be allowed if the pregnancy endangers the woman’s health, is coded “Yes” and 
“No.” The variable femrole2, which measures attitudes toward the role of women, has values labeled 
“Traditional” and “NonTrad.” The independent variable is sex, “Male” or “Female.” Request chi-square. Sex is 
a nominal variable, so request Cramer’s V. In the abhlth–sex cross-tabulation, focus on the percentage saying 
“Yes.” In the femrole2–sex cross-tabulation, focus on the “NonTrad” category. Record your results in the table 
that follows.

Dependent variable Male Female Chi-square P-value Cramer’s V

Percent “Yes” (abhlth) ? ? ? ? ?

Percent “NonTrad” (femrole2) ? ? ? ? ?

C. Based on these results, you may conclude that (check three)

�� a statistically significant gender gap exists on abortion opinions.

�� pedantic pontificator’s hypothesis about the femrole2–sex relationship is not supported by the analysis.

�� under the assumption that the null hypothesis is correct, the abhlth–sex relationship could have occurred 
by chance more frequently than 5 times out of 100.

�� pedantic pontificator’s hypothesis about the abhlth–sex relationship is supported by the analysis.

�� a higher percentage of females than males think that women belong in nontraditional roles.

D. The P-value of the chi-square statistic in the femrole2–sex cross-tabulation tells you that, under the assumption 
that the null hypothesis is correct (complete the sentence) _____________________________________________________

 

3. (Dataset: GSS2012. Variables: polview3, racial_liberal3, social_cons3, spend3.) While having lunch together, 
three researchers are discussing what the terms liberal, moderate, and conservative mean to most people. Each 
researcher is touting a favorite independent variable that may explain the way survey respondents describe 
themselves ideologically.

Researcher 1: “When people are asked a question about their ideological views, they think about their  
attitudes toward government spending. If people think the government should spend more on important programs, 
they will respond that they are ‘liberal.’ If they don’t want too much spending, they will say that they are 
‘conservative.’”

Researcher 2: “Well, that’s fine. But let’s not forget about social policies, such as abortion and pornography. 
These issues must influence how people describe themselves ideologically. People with more permissive views on 
these sorts of issues will call themselves ‘liberal.’ People who favor government restrictions will label themselves as 
‘conservative.’”

Researcher 3: “Okay, you both make good points. But you’re ignoring the importance of racial issues in 
American politics. When asked whether they are liberal or conservative, people probably think about their opinions 
on racial policies, such as affirmative action. Stronger proponents of racial equality will say they are ‘liberal,’ and 
weaker proponents will say they are ‘conservative.’”

In Chapter 3 you created an ordinal measure of ideology, polview3, which is coded 1 for “Liberal,” 2 for 
“Moderate,” and 3 for “Conservative.” This is the dependent variable. GSS2012 also contains Researcher 1’s favorite 
independent variable, spend3, a three-category ordinal measure of attitudes toward government spending. Spend3 
is coded 0 (“Conserv,” spend on fewer programs), 1 (“Mod,” middle position), or 2 (“Liberal,” spend on more 
programs). Researcher 2’s favorite independent variable is social_cons3, a three-category ordinal measure of 
attitudes on social issues. Social_cons3 is coded 0 (“Liberal,” respondent has the most permissive views on social 
issues), 1 (“Mod,” middle), or 2 (“Conserv,” respondent has the least permissive views). Researcher 3’s favorite 
independent variable is racial_liberal3, also a three-category ordinal variable. Racial_liberal3 is coded 0 (“Conserv,” 
respondent has least liberal positions on racial policies), 1 (“Mod,” middle), or 2 (“Liberal,” respondent has the most 
liberal positions on racial policies). 


