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Figure 3-5  Collapsing a Categorical Variable into Fewer Categories

Value panel, click the radio button next to “System- or user-missing.” In the New Value panel, click the radio 
button next to “System-missing.” Click Add. SPSS records your instruction as “MISSING  SYSMIS,” meaning 
that any respondents having missing values on dem_marital will be assigned missing values on married. The 
Recode into Different Variables: Old and New Values window should now look like Figure 3-5. Click Continue, 
returning to the main Recode into Different Variables window. Click OK. SPSS runs the recode.

Did the recode work correctly? This is where the check-your-work rule takes effect. Run Frequencies on 
married to ensure that you did things right:

The frequency table displays the label for the newly minted variable. More important, the valid percentages 
check out: 43.0 percent coded 0 (not married) and 57.0 percent coded 1 (married). The recode worked as 
planned. However, we still need to make sure that the numeric codes are labeled properly: “No” for numeric 
code 0 and “Yes” for numeric code 1. To complete the recoding process, one more step is required.

In the Data Editor, make sure that the Variable View tab is clicked. Scroll down to the bottom of the Data 
Editor, where you will find married (Figure 3-6). (SPSS always puts newly created variables on the bottom row of 
the Variable View.) While we are doing the essential work of assigning value labels, we will also tidy up the 
formatting of the variable we just created. Click in the Decimals cell, which shows “2,” and change this value to “0.” 
Next, click in the Values cell (which currently says “None”), and then click on the button that appears. The Value 
Labels window presents itself. In the box next to “Value,” type “0.” In the box next to “Label,” type “No.” Click 
Add. Repeat the process for code 1, typing “1” in the Value box and “Yes” in the Label box. Click Add. Click OK. 


