
102 Chapter 5

The values of the control variable, married, appear along the left-hand side of the table. The topmost set of 
mean comparisons shows the mean Democratic Party thermometer ratings for married respondents, the next set 
is for unmarried respondents, and the bottom set (labeled “Total”) shows the uncontrolled relationship between 
ft_dem and gender—for unmarried and married respondents combined. This is a compact table, yet it contains 
a wealth of information. From the “Total” table we can retrieve the overall relationship between gender and the 
feeling thermometer: 49.13 for males and 54.04 for females, about a 5-point gender gap. (The “Total” row of the 
“Total” table tells us the overall mean for the entire sample: 51.67 degrees.) Notice, too, that we have obtained 
the overall means for unmarried (57.71) and married (47.13) individuals—more than a 10-point “marriage gap.”

1. Click the independent variable, gender,
into the Layer 2 of 2 box.

2. Click Options and click
Standard Deviation back
into the Statistics list.

Figure 5-10 Means Window with Independent Variable in Layer Box

1. Click the dependent
variable, ft_dem, into
the Dependent List box.

2. Click the control
variable, married, into
the Layer 1 of 1 box.

3. Click Next.

Figure 5-9 Means Window with Dependent Variable and Control Variable


