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that are relatively homogeneous, with most people sharing the same language and religious beliefs, are 
more likely to develop democratic systems than are countries having more linguistic conflicts and 
religious differences. Consider the ethnic heterogeneity hypothesis: Countries with lower levels of 
ethnic heterogeneity will be more likely to be democracies than will countries with higher levels of 
ethnic heterogeneity.

A.	 According to the ethnic heterogeneity hypothesis, if you were to compare countries having lower 
heterogeneity with countries having higher heterogeneity, you should find (check one):

�� a lower percentage of democracies among countries having lower heterogeneity.

�� a higher percentage of democracies among countries having lower heterogeneity.

�� no difference between the percentage of democracies among countries having lower heterogeneity and the 
percentage of democracies among countries with higher heterogeneity.

B.	 World contains the variable democ_regime08, which classifies each country as a democracy (coded 1 and 
labeled “Yes”) or a nondemocracy (coded 0 and labeled “No”). This is the dependent variable. World  
also contains frac_eth3, which classifies countries according to their level of ethnic heterogeneity: low 
(coded 1), medium (coded 2), or high (coded 3). This is the independent variable. Run Crosstabs, testing 
the ethnic heterogeneity hypothesis. Fill in the percentages of democracies:

Ethnic heterogeneity

Low Medium High

Percentage of democracies ? ? ?

C.	 Based on these results, does it appear that the ethnic heterogeneity hypothesis is correct or incorrect?

Correct                Incorrect

D.	 Explain your answer in C, making specific reference to the percentage of democracies:

	

	

	

	

E.	 A country’s level of economic development might also be linked to its type of government. According 
to this perspective, countries with higher levels of economic development are more likely to be 
democracies than are countries with lower levels. The World dataset contains the variable gdpcap2_08. 
This variable, based on gross domestic product (GDP) per capita, is an indicator of economic 
development. Countries are classified as low (coded 1) or high (coded 2). Obtain a cross-tabulation 
analysis of the democ_regime08–frac_eth3 relationship, controlling for gdpcap2_08. Fill in the 
percentages of democracies:

Ethnic heterogeneity

Low Medium High

Low GDP per capita 
percentage of democracies

? ? ?

High GDP per capita 
percentage of democracies

? ? ?


