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Caveat alert: HTML data with hyperlinks, such
as the ACU data, are difficult to clean in Excel.
After pasting into Excel (and with the data
rows still selected), click the Styles drop-down
and select Normal.

In Excel, use Find/Replace to convert strings into numerics. For
example, replace “+” with 1 and “−” with 0. When the data are
in good order, follow the procedures described in Figure 11-3.

Figure 11-5  Editing HTML Data in Excel before Copy/Pasting into SPSS

Figure 11-4  Data in HTML Format

Source: Screenshot of federal legislative ratings from the American Conservative Union (http://acuratings.conservative.org/
acu-federal-legislative-ratings/?year1=2014&chamber=13&state1=0&sortable=1).
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