i msmm checklist ——

Your research question should determine the research design you choose.

e Social research contains three important components: the construction of theory, the collec-
tion of data, and the design of methods for gathering data. Make sure your research relates
the theories you use to the type of data that needs to be collected and how that data is best
collected.

e Theories can be developed by using observations of particular cases to construct general
explanations (induction) or they can be a starting point from which explanations are tested
using data (deduction). Regardless of whether an inductive or deductive approach is adopted,
all theories specify explanations in terms of the relationship between concepts, so make sure
your research clarifies what these are.

e Concepts in social research need to be defined and measured in a consistent and accurate
way for data to be meaningful. Take care in defining concepts and in ensuring that they can be
measured accurately.

e Ultimately, theory in social research aims to provide explanations that move beyond particular
observations, so when analysing data it is important to consider how findings relate to wider
phenomena.

projects

See if Durkheim’s theories of suicide still fit data about current suicide rates. For this, you will
need a table of suicide rates by country (see the web link under Table 2.1) and data on changes
in economic performance and on religious affiliations by country (these are produced by
national and international statistical offices and can also be found on the Web). For example,
you can download a table of gross national product per person (GNP per capita) from the
World Bank website. There are also numerous statistics about countries on the CIA World
Factbook web page.

This chapter has suggested a particular model of social enquiry, one that proposes that social
research involves theories, data, indicators and theory testing. In some ways, this model can
be regarded as itself a theory - a theory about social research. Like any theory, it ought to be
capable of being compared with data.

For this project, you should locate in the library a recent issue of one of the major journals in
your field. In sociology, this might be one of the following: Sociology, Sociological Research
Online, Sociological Review, the British Journal of Sociology, the American Sociological Review
or the American Journal of Sociology. Find an article in your chosen issue that looks interesting.
Read the article closely to see the way in which the author puts forward his or her argument.
Write down, in as few words as you can, the theory being advanced in the article. List the con-
cepts that are used in the theory. For each concept, identify the indicators that the author uses.
For each concept and indicator, briefly suggest what the implied measurement theory is.

For some articles, these steps are easy to carry out. In other cases, you may find the theory,
the concepts or the indicators hard to pin down. Is this because there is something amiss with
the research being reported on in the article, or because the model of social enquiry proposed
in this chapter does not fit the research in the article you have been examining?



