Exercise: Mapping a research topic

This exercise aims to give you a chance to explore different dimensions of a possible topic for your research study. 
If you have several topics in mind, you could create a map for each one.

Note: a ‘topic’ is a broad area – at a later stage, you will need to narrow it down to a specific research question. It is valuable to explore the topic as a whole, first, rather than rushing to finalise a specific question.

Instructions

Take a sheet of flipchart paper (or other large paper) and some pens and crayons and find a quiet corner to work in. Allow yourself 30-45 minutes to create your topic map. Just try to get any ideas that are in your head, on to the page – no need to go off and read or do an internet search. 
Feel free to develop your map in any way that seems right for you at this point. Use words, images and metaphors to express yourself as fully as you can. Be creative.
Here are some suggestions:

· in the centre of the page, give the topic a brief title

· in the right top quadrant of the page: what are your related career/personal aims and goals? what it is the study for? who are your audiences for the study?

· left top quadrant: key words, concepts, theories, images and metaphors associated with the topic. Deconstruct the topic idea into as many elements as you can.

· left bottom quadrant: the personal meaning of the study for you: personal experiences that led you to choose this topic, personal points of connection with the topic, the broader social justice agenda that might be served by pursuing this question
· right bottom quadrant: how will the study be done? What possible methods might you use? Who would take part (sample)? Who would you need to collaborate with?

· somewhere on the page: your name and the date
Create a topic map (or maps) before the next meeting of the class: it will be valuable if you could bring it in so it can be used to facilitate discussion in the group. This is optional.
