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Student Resource


Chapter 2:  The Foundations of Psychological Research
SPSS Exercises
A statistics instructor is interested in assessing students’ attitudes regarding the importance of statistics in achieving their career goals. The following data was collected from each student: gender (male=1 and female=2), age (chronological age) and scores on a questionnaire item that assessed students’ attitudes towards the importance of statistics to achieving their career goals, (1= statistics is not important to my career goals to 5= statistics is vital to my career goals). The data collected are presented below:
	Participant
	Gender
	Age
	Attitude Toward Statistics

	Participant 1
	1.00
	23.00
	4.00

	Participant 2
	1.00
	20.00
	4.00

	Participant 3
	1.00
	18.00
	3.00

	Participant 4
	2.00
	30.00
	2.00

	Participant 5
	2.00
	36.00
	2.00

	Participant 6
	1.00
	22.00
	3.00

	Participant 7
	1.00
	21.00
	2.00

	Participant 8
	2.00
	33.00
	4.00

	Participant 9
	2.00
	43.00
	2.00

	Participant 10
	1.00
	22.00
	3.00

	Participant 11
	1.00
	19.00
	4.00

	Participant 12
	2.00
	20.00
	1.00

	Participant 13
	2.00
	51.00
	2.00

	Participant 14
	1.00
	25.00
	2.00

	Participant 15
	2.00
	27.00
	3.00

	Participant 16
	1.00
	37.00
	4.00

	Participant 17
	1.00
	30.00
	3.00

	Participant 18
	2.00
	19.00
	2.00

	Participant 19
	2.00
	22.00
	2.00

	Participant 20
	       2.00
	       27.00
	       1.00


Practice Exercises:

1. To analyze data, which SPSS commands are required?

a. to compute measures of central tendency for the attitude scores

b. to examine the minimum and maximum values for the attitude scores

c. to determine the percentage of men and women who participated in the study

d. to examine the relationship between age and attitude scores
2. Compute the measures of central tendency for the scale variables. 

3. How many participants are older than 35 years? What percentage of the participants are 22 years old?
4. What percentage of the participants is male? Female?

* Check your work with the answers on the next page.

Answers:

1. a. analyze(descriptive statistics(frequencies(attitude scores(statistics(mean, median and mode(continue(ok
b. analyze(descriptive statistics(frequencies(attitude scores(statistics(minimum, maximum(continue(ok
or
analyze(descriptive statistics (descriptives(attitude scores(options(minimum, maximum(continue(ok

c. analyze(descriptive statistics(frequencies(gender(ok

d. analyze(correlate(bivariate(age, attitude scores(ok

2. Age: Mean=27.25; Median=24.00; Mode=22

Attitude: Mean=2.65; Median=2.50; Mode=2.00

3. 4; 15%

4. 50%; 50%

