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Chapter 5:  Sampling and Survey Research
SPSS Exercises

A random sample of 10 married adults (5 men and 5 women) was asked to respond to four questionnaire items that assess marital satisfaction. The following items asked respondents to rate their marital satisfaction on a 5 point scale (1=extremely dissatisfied to 5=extremely satisfied). Higher scores mean higher marital satisfaction.

1. How satisfied are you with your marriage?

2. How satisfied are you with your husband/wife?

3. How satisfied are you with your relationship with your husband/wife?

The data are presented in the table below:

	Participant
	Gender
	Item 1
	Item 2
	Item 3

	A
	M
	3
	4
	4

	B
	M
	4
	5
	5

	C
	M
	5
	5
	5

	D
	M
	3
	3
	4

	E
	M
	3
	3
	3

	F
	F
	4
	4
	4

	G
	F
	2
	2
	1

	H
	F
	3
	3
	3

	I
	F
	4
	3
	4

	J
	F
	5
	4
	4


Practice Exercises:

1. Compute a marital satisfaction total score (msat_tot) for each participant.

2. Compute a score that represents the average (msat_ave) of the three marital satisfaction items. 

3. Using the split file function, compute the average marital satisfaction score (msat_tot) separately for men and women. 

4. In a sentence, discuss your findings. In other words, for this sample, how does gender influence marital satisfaction?

* Check your work with the answers on the next page.

Answers:

1 and 2.

	Participant
	Gender
	Item 1
	Item 2
	Item 3
	msat_total
	msat_ave

	A
	M
	3
	4
	4
	11.00
	3.67

	B
	M
	4
	5
	5
	14.00
	4.67

	C
	M
	5
	5
	5
	15.00
	5.00

	D
	M
	3
	3
	4
	10.00
	3.33

	E
	M
	3
	3
	3
	9.00
	3.00

	F
	F
	4
	4
	4
	12.00
	4.00

	G
	F
	2
	2
	1
	5.00
	1.67

	H
	F
	3
	3
	3
	9.00
	3.00

	I
	F
	4
	3
	4
	11.00
	3.67

	J
	F
	5
	4
	4
	13.00
	4.33


3. The average marital satisfaction score (msat_tot) for men and women is M=11.80 and M=10.00 respectively.

4. The findings suggest that on average, men are more satisfied with their marriages than women.

