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Student Resource


Chapter 11:  Qualitative Methods
SPSS Exercises

A researcher collected pilot data for her Stress and Well-being study. In addition to the survey items, the she collected demographic data from a sample of n=10 adults who attended a lecture on stress and cardiovascular health at the local community college.  She recorded information on the participants’ gender, race/ethnicity, marital status, and education. The data are presented in the tables and charts below:

AGE

	
	
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	18-24
	7
	70.0
	70.0
	70.0

	
	25-44
	1
	10.0
	10.0
	80.0

	
	45-64
	1
	10.0
	10.0
	90.0

	
	65+
	1
	10.0
	10.0
	100.0

	
	Total
	10
	100.0
	100.0
	


GENDER

	
	
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	male
	3
	30.0
	30.0
	30.0

	
	female
	7
	70.0
	70.0
	100.0

	
	Total
	10
	100.0
	100.0
	


RACE

	
	
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Black
	1
	10.0
	10.0
	10.0

	
	White
	6
	60.0
	60.0
	70.0

	
	Hispanic
	1
	10.0
	10.0
	80.0

	
	Asian
	1
	10.0
	10.0
	90.0

	
	other
	1
	10.0
	10.0
	100.0

	
	Total
	10
	100.0
	100.0
	


Practice Exercises:

1. Using the frequency distribution table above, discuss the overall age, gender and racial makeup of the study sample. identify the following:

2. Using bar chart below, discuss the modal educational level for the sample.
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3. Using the pie chart below, discuss the marital status of the sample participants.
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4. Write a participant section describing the participants. In your write-up consider the age, gender and racial make-up of the sample.

* Check your work with the answers on the next page.

Answers:

1. According to the frequency distribution tables, the sample is overwhelmingly young (18-24 year olds make up 70% of the distribution, female (70%) and White (60%).

2. According to the bar chart, the modal education level is College graduate with 4 out of 10 participants having a college degree.

3. The marital status of the participants is similar across the three categories, however singles comprise 40% of the samples, with married and divorced participants both accounting for 40% of the sample.

4. The participants in this study were 10 adults (3 men and 7 women), ranging in age from 18 to over 65. The sample consisted of 6 participants who identified as White, 1 participant who identified as Black, 1 participant who identified as Asian, 1 participant who identified as Hispanic and 1 participant who selected Other.

