
Drug calculations
N is for Need; H is for Have; S is for the stock volume

Put them together and you get

N 
�

S 
� The correct dose for the patient

H     1

The ladder to Successful Nursing

To convert from a 
smaller unit to a 

larger unit 
divide by 1000 

(�  1000)

To convert from a 
larger unit to a 

smaller unit 
multiply by 1000 

(�  1000)

litre (l)

1000

1000

1000

1000

kilogram (kg)

gram (g)

milligram (mg)

microgram (mcg)

nanogram (ng)

millilitre (ml)

Liquid Weight
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To convert from 
millimetres to metres 

divide by 1000 
(�  1000)

To convert from 
metres to millimetres 

multiply by 1000 
(�  1000)

To convert 
from metres 

to cm multiply 
by 100 

From cm to mm 
multiply by 10

1000

100

10

metre (m)

centimetres 
(cm)

millimetres 
(mm)

IV rate calculation
Amount of IV in millilitres � giving set 

� Number of drops per minute
Number of hours � 60

The ladder for height conversion
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