GLOSSARY
Abduction: a form of reasoning that begins with an examination of the data and the formation of a number of hypotheses that are then proved or disproved during the process of analysis, thus aiding inductive conceptualization.

Advanced coding: techniques used to facilitate integration of the final grounded theory.

Analytical paralysis: feeling totally overwhelmed by the data to the point where analysis seems impossible.

Audit trail: a record of decisions made in relation to the conduct of research.

Basic social process: a process apparent in the categories and sub-categories constructed and the relationships between these.

Bracketing: using reflexivity to maintain a position of objectivity as a researcher.

Category: a higher level concept that represents a group of codes.

Code: a form of shorthand that researchers repeatedly use to identify conceptual reoccurrences and similarities in the patterns of participants’ experiences.

Concept: an idea or notion that encapsulates a descriptive explanation of a phenomenon or characteristic of a phenomenon.

Conditional matrix: an analytical framework that accounts for context in the process of analysis.

Constant comparative analysis: a analytical process in which incoming data is compared with existing data in the process of coding and category development.

Constructivism: a research paradigm that recognizes that reality is constructed by those who experience it and thus research is a process of reconstructing that reality.

Core category: a concept that encapsulates a phenomenon apparent in the categories and sub-categories constructed and the relationships between these.

Critical realism: A research paradigm that recognizes an obdurate reality of fixed structures juxtaposed with the individual’s ability to construct their own reality and influence change.
Data: raw material generated or collected through sources such as interview, observation, literature, documents and artefacts for use in research.

Data analysis: the application of techniques in the treatment of data for the purpose of achieving research outcomes

Data collection: a process of gathering data in which the researcher has limited influence on the data source, as occurs when data is extracted from static materials such as documents and the literature.

Data generation: the process by which a researcher directly engages with a data source to produce materials for analysis, such as occurs during in-depth interviewing.

Data sources: persons, locations or repositories from which material for analysis can be obtained through generation or collection.

Diagram: a visual representation that can assist in the process of data analysis.

Dimensions: variations of a property.

Documents: textual material that can be used as data and subjected to qualitative analysis.
Epistemology: a branch of philosophy concerned with the study of knowledge.

Evaluation: the process of judging the quality and value of the products and processes of research using criteria designed for that purpose.

Evidence: research outcomes that lend support to the existence of a concept, phenomenon or theory.

Evidence translation: the process by which research evidence is converted into knowledge that is applicable in practice.

Extant theory: an existing theory outside of the current investigation.

Fieldnotes: contemporaneous records made during fieldwork to record events, activities and the researcher’s responses to them.

Fieldwork: a broad range of data-gathering activities that include observation, informal conversation and accessing documents, in addition to formal interviews.

Formal grounded theory: theory developed to a higher level of conceptual abstraction thereby encompassing concepts spanning a number of substantive areas.

Gerund: verbs used as nouns that always finish with ‘ing’.

Grounded theory: a research methodology that aims to produce a theory, grounded in the data, through the application of methods essential to the approach.

Impact: the extent to which research findings have measurable utility in application.

Incident: an umbrella term for recurring actions, characteristics, experiences, phrases, explanations, images and/or sounds. Incidents are analysed for underlying concepts that can be coded.

Induction: a form of reasoning that begins with a large number of concepts that are then collapsed and integrated in the process of research.

Initial coding: the process of fracturing the data in order to compare incident with incident, name apparent phenomena or beginning patterns, and begin the process of comparison between the codes applied. Also referred to as open coding.

Intermediate coding: the identification of properties, dimensions, patterns and relationships during the process of category development.

Interpretive research: studies based on a researcher’s interpretation of nonquantifiable data.

In vivo code: participant’s words used to encapsulate a broader concept in the data.

Memoing: a fundamental analytical process in grounded theory research that involves the recording of processes, thoughts, feelings, analytical insights, decisions and ideas in relation to a research project.

Methodological congruence: accordance between the researcher’s personal philosophical position, the stated aims of the research and the methodological approach employed to achieve these aims.

Methodology: a set of principles and ideas that inform the design of a research study.

Methods: practical procedures, strategies and processes used to generate and analyse data.

Model: an abstract representation of reality that is not real. Provides a summative visual representation of the findings.

Ontology: the study of being, concerned with concepts of existence and reality.

Philosophical position: the personal beliefs about reality that guide thinking about how legitimate knowledge can be acquired.

Philosophy: a view of the world that informs and is informed by conceptualisations of existence and reality. 

Process: dynamic activities occurring in all aspects of life, not necessarily limited to conceptions of time, phases or stages.

Process code: a code that denotes action; may be used interchangeably with gerunds

Properties: characteristics of a category.

Qualitative data analysis: analytical processes that seek to describe and explore, rather than to explain, data.

Quality: refers to research outcomes of value through the application of rigour throughout all stages of a study.
Reflexivity: an active, systematic process used by the researcher in order to gain insight into their work that will guide future actions and interpretations.

Relational statements: historically expressed as hypotheses or propositions during the process of intermediate coding. Used to explain action or process as it becomes apparent in a burgeoning grounded theory. Can also be used to link or integrate categories.

Rendering: to translate or make understandable to the reader the researcher’s analysis of what is happening in a substantive area of enquiry.

Research design: a plan that accounts for the philosophical, methodological aspects of, and methods to be used in, a research study.

Rigour: control of the processes employed in a research study in order to accommodate or explain all factors that can impact on, and thereby potentially erode, the value of research outcomes.

Secondary data: data previously collected by another researcher for another research study.
Storyline: a strategy for facilitating integration, construction, formulation and presentation of research findings through the production of a coherent grounded theory.

Substantive codes: taken from the language of the data. Usually assume the form of gerunds or in vivo codes.

Substantive grounded theory: theory that aims to address a studied phenomenon in a specific situation.

Theoretical coding: the use of advanced abstractions to provide a framework for enhancing the explanatory power of a grounded theory.

Theoretical integration: the pulling together of the abstract theoretical scheme into a final grounded theory.

Theoretical sampling: the process of identifying and pursuing clues that arise during analysis in a grounded theory study.

Theoretical saturation: occurs when no new codes are identified pertaining to a particular category. Categories are clearly articulated with sharply defined and dimensionalized properties.

Theoretical sensitivity: the ability to recognize and extract from the data elements that have relevance for the emerging theory.

Theory: an explanatory scheme comprising a set of concepts related to each other through logical patterns of connectivity.

Thesis: a sustained argument. Term can be used interchangeably with dissertation.

Utility: the usefulness and applicability of research findings.
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