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Apply It Yourself:  Measure Poor Student Graduation Rates

It is 2013. You are working for the summer as a research assistant at the Urban Institute that has 
just published its study, “The Moynihan Report Revisited.”3 The original Moynihan Report had 
called for change because in 1965, race and poverty were so intertwined in America that life for 
many seemed hopeless. The new report found that, although high school graduation for minorities 
now is very close to the average for whites, black men in particular are still less likely to graduate 
from college. While you were helping with the report, you noticed that there is a great deal of 
variation between states in their high school graduation rates for the poor. You ask Robert I. 

Table 10.28 Support for Legal Abortions by Political Ideology

Liberal

Ideology

TotalModerate Conservative

Never     8.7%
(31)

  19.3%
(21)

  18.8%
(96)

15.1%
(148)

If rape or incest   17.9%
(64)

  22.9%
(25)

  37.5%
(182)

28.7%
(281)

Other times   15.1%
(54)

  22.0%
(24)

  15.6%
(80)

16.1%
(158)

Always   58.4%
(209)

  35.8%
(39)

  28.1%
(144)

40.0%
(392)

Total 100.1% 100.0% 100.0% 99.9%

n = 358 109 512 979

Source: American National Election Study, ANES 2008 Time Series Study. www.electionstudies.org/studypages/2008prepost/2
008prepost.htm.

Party Men Women Total

Democrat 28.4%
(244)

40.3%
(452)

35.2%
(696)

Independent 45.2%
(388)

38.7%
(434)

41.5%
(822)

Republican 26.3%
(226)

21.0%
(235)

23.3%
(461)

Total 99.9% 100.0% 100.0%

n = 858 1121 1979

Table 10.29 Partisanship by Gender, 2010

Source: General Social Survey 2010, National Opinion Research Center, 2012. www3.norc.org/GSS+Website/Download/
SPSS+Format/.


