
CHAPTER 10    Measures of Association: Making Connections 293

frequencies are found along the diagonal going down and to the left. This is the same pat-
tern we saw when we mapped out what a negative relationship looks like. Apparently, 
support for background checks is negatively related to how conservative an individual is. 
Specifically, conservatives are less likely to support background checks than liberals by a 
difference of 9 percentage points.

Table 10.14 Support for Gun Control by Political Ideology

Support 
Background Check?

Political Ideology

Liberal Moderate Conservative Total

Oppose 10.6%
(37)

8.7%
(41)

16.4%
(79)

12.0%
(157)

Neither 5.7%
(20)

9.1%
(43)

8.7%
(42)

8.1%
(105)

Support 83.7%
(293)

82.2%
(387)

74.9%
(362)

79.9%
(1042)

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

n = 350 471 483 1304

Source: General Social Survey 2004, National Opinion Research Center, 2012. Accessed October 9, 2012. www3.norc.org/
GSS+Website/Download/SPSS+Format/.

Questions: In most states, a gun owner may legally sell his or her gun without proof that the buyer has passed a criminal 
history check. How strongly do you favor or oppose a law that required private gun sales to be subject to the same background 
check requirements as sales by licensed dealers? Is the respondent liberal, moderate, or conservative?

My job in calculating gamma is to systematically make sure I get all possible combina-
tions precisely once. I set up my work table to contain one row for each of the nine cells in 
the table. As I did in Chapter 9 for chi-square, I begin with the leftmost column of the first 
row and work my way to the right. I systematically do this for each of the subsequent rows. 
This is shown in Table 10.15. In the end, I count the number of rows and make sure I have 
the same number as I had cells in the original table. I have nine rows—the same as the num-
ber of cells in the contingency table, so I don’t think I made any mistakes. I have set up the 
other five columns necessary to calculate gamma in Table 10.16.

After entering the labels for each of the cells in the first column, I enter the frequencies in 
the second. I then begin gathering the evidence supporting a positive relationship. System-
atically going through each cell on the table, I find the number of cases down and to the right 
of it. I begin in the top left-hand corner: There are four cells down and to the right of Oppose, 
Liberal. They contain 43, 42, 387, and 362 cases each. I add them into the third column of 
the first row of my work table. My next cell is Oppose, Moderate. There are only two cells 


