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You asked me to assess how Internet usage affects the stability of countries in compari-
son to other factors. I was able to find a measure of Internet usage on Nation Master and 
decided to use the State Fragility Index as the inverse of stability. The correlation of Internet 
usage with stability is on a par with the other factors.

Increases in Internet usage, GDP per capita, freedom, and governmental transparency 
are all associated with increasing levels of stability. The correlation between Internet usage 
and the State Fragility Index is -0.766; for GDP, -0.651; for freedom, -0.702; and for trans-
parency, -0.710. For all relationships, there is less than a 1 percent chance that we are 
observing the correlation simply due to chance.

I find it interesting that Internet usage actually has the highest correlation for all the 
variables. This would suggest that the impact of the Internet on the stability of a country is 
not simply an artifact of the Internet being more readily available in wealthy, free countries. 
Keep in mind, though, that these are bivariate relationships. I would advise you to do fur-
ther analysis in order to determine whether the impact of the Internet on stability remains 
equally strong once you have controlled for these other factors.

Your Turn:  Measures of Association

Identify the levels of measurement (nominal, ordinal, interval/ratio) of the fol-
lowing variables:

	 1.	 Political Knowledge (number of correct answers to ten political questions)

	 2.	 Religious Affiliation (To which church do you belong?)

Figure 10.9
SPSS Correlation Matrix for State Fragility Index, 2011, Internet Users, GDP, and 
Freedom

YT 10.1


