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out of step with the American Catholic mainstream. The majority of Catholics, regardless 
of ideology and regardless of partisanship, support legal abortion in the case of rape. This 
is an issue that we could potentially use to our advantage.

Memo Table 1 Views on Abortion in the Case of Rape, by Ideology

Should Abortion be Legal 
after Rape?

Ideology

Liberal Moderate Conservative Total

Yes   81.1%   76.8%   67.0% 74.7%
(1328)

No   18.9%   23.2%   33.0% 25.3%
(449)

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

n = 461 741 575 1777

gamma = 0.240**

Source: General Social Survey 2000-2010, National Opinion Research Center, 2012. www3.norc.org/GSS+Website/Download/
SPSS+Format/.

Memo Table 2 Views on Abortion by Ideology, Controlling for Party

Party
Should Abortion be 
Legal after Rape?

Ideology

Liberal Moderate Conservative Total

Democrat Yes 83.2% 78.1% 71.6% 78.8%
(486)

No 16.8% 21.9% 28.4% 21.2%
(131)

(232) (269) (116) n = 617

gamma = 0.204*

Independent Yes 80.4% 74.1% 67.6% 73.9%
(521)

No 19.6% 25.9% 32.4% 26.1%
(184)


