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originally identified as Democrats; values 2-4, as Independents; and 5-6, as 
Republicans. In Relig, I see that a value of “2” designates someone who is Catholic.

	 2.	 Because PartyID has too many categories, collapse it into only three: Democrats, 
Independents, and Republicans.
Using the “Transform” and “Recode into New Variables” commands, I collapse the 
categories in the following ways: 0-1 become 1, 2-4 become 2, 5-6 become 3, and 
all other values become system-missing.

	 3.	 Because Polviews also has too many categories, collapse it into only three: Liberal, 
Moderate, and Conservative.
Before I start, I notice that SPSS has left the prior recode in place, so I click on 
“Reset” to empty out the prior commands. Using the “Transform” and “Recode into 
New Variables” commands, I collapse the categories in the following ways: 1-3 
become 1, 4 becomes 2, 5-7 become 3, and all other values become system-
missing.

	 4.	 Go into “Define Variable Properties” to give labels to the values of these new 
variables.
I assign the value labels of “Democrat,” “Independent,” and “Republican” to 
cPartyID and “Liberal,” “Moderate,” and “Conservative” to cPolviews.

Figure 11.5 Command for Selecting a Combination of Two Criteria for Cases

	 5.	 Use the “Select” command to limit your respondents to Catholics.
Under “Data,” I “Select Cases” and enter the condition: “Relig=2.” Figure 11.5 
shows what the command window looks like.


