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you include both the independent and control variables do you see the separate positive 
and negative pressures on the dependent variable. This is shown in Figure 11.3. You can 
find an example of this kind of countervailing relationship once again with Catholics. To 
the degree that the political views of Catholics are highly influenced by their views on the 
sanctity of life, those views may, in some instances, push them toward the Republican Party 
(as in the case of abortion) and in others push them toward the Democratic Party (as in the 
case of the death penalty). In order to unmask the influence of each, you would want to 
include views on both these issues as independent variables.

INTERACTION EFFECTS

Finally, on occasion, two variables interact in affecting the dependent variable. Figure 11.4 
models how this can occur. For example, in some instances, foreign aid can help a country, 
and in others, it can hurt. In well-established democracies, foreign aid is normally used to 
build infrastructure. In contrast, in countries with weak governments, it tends to be used to 
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