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Table 11.3 Views on Abortion by Race, Controlling for Religious Fundamentalism

Religious 
Fundamentalism

Views on  
Abortion

Race

White Black Total

Fundamentalists Pro-Life 47.4% 32.5% 42.6%
(109)

Moderate 32.9% 41.0% 35.5%
(91)

Pro-Choice 19.7% 26.5% 21.0%
(56)

(173) (83) n = 256

gamma = 0.236*

Religious Moderates Pro-Life 31.6% 33.3% 31.8%
(117)

Moderate 34.0% 41.7% 34.8%
(128)

Pro-Choice 34.3% 25.0% 33.4%
(123)

(332) (36) n = 368

gamma = –0.113

Religious
Liberals

Pro-Life 11.8% 26.5% 13.3%
(46)

Moderate 28.4% 29.4% 28.5%
(99)

Pro-Choice 59.7% 44.1% 58.2%
(202)

(313) (38) n = 347

gamma = –0.317*

Source: General Social Survey 2010, National Opinion Research Center, 2012. Accessed October 9, 2012. www3.norc.org/
GSS+Website/Download/SPSS+Format/.

*prob. < 0.05

**prob. < 0.01

Question: The number of situations in which the respondent said abortion should be legal: Pro-Life (Abortion 
should be legal in 0-2 instances); Moderate (3-4); Pro-Choice (5-7).

Table 11.3 is the three-way contingency table for views on abortion by race, controlling 
for religious fundamentalism. In it, you’ll notice that each category of the control variable 
has its own section divided by a line. The categories of the dependent variable repeat 
themselves for each section, and each section has its own measure of association. But 


