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You asked me to assess the relationship between views on abortion in the instance of 
rape with the political ideology among American Catholics. I conducted a statistical analy-
sis using the General Social Survey for the years 2000 to 2010, including only those respon-
dents who identified as Catholics. I found that political ideology does affect the views of 
Catholics about whether abortion should be legal in the case of rape.

Table 1 shows the relationship between views on abortion and ideology. You can see that 
liberals are more likely to support legalized abortion in the case of rape than conservatives 
by a difference of 14 percentage points. We can be 99 percent confident that this pattern 
is not just random. The gamma of 0.240 indicates that these two variables have a moderate 
relationship.

Table 2 shows the same relationship, except this time I controlled for the political party 
of the respondent. Among Democrats, liberals are more likely than conservatives to sup-
port legal abortion in the case of rape by a difference of 8 percentage points. Among inde-
pendents, liberals are more likely than conservatives to support it by a difference of 13 
percentage points. Finally, among Republicans, both liberals and moderates are more likely 
than conservatives to support legal abortion in the case of rape by a difference of 9 percent-
age points and 16 percentage points, respectively. For all three of these groups, we can be 
at least 95 percent confident that there is a relationship between ideology and view on 
abortion, and for all three groups, the relationship appears to be moderate. Two things 
stand out as you compare the three sections of the table. First, support for the legalization 
of abortion if the pregnancy is the result of rape is universally high among all categories of 
ideology and partisanship. Second, the level of support among moderates approaches (if 
not surpasses) that for liberals.

From these data, you can conclude that among Catholics, political ideology does affect 
an individual’s support for legal abortions after a rape. Liberals are more likely to support 
it than conservatives. This suggests that we might be able to make inroads in gaining sup-
port from moderates. Perhaps more importantly, the data suggest that those Catholic 
groups that echo the Republican opposition to abortion regardless of the circumstances are 
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