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enrich office holders. Thus, there is an interaction between foreign aid and government 
type that influences how well the aid is used. Again, the nature of the relationship can be 
seen only when you include the proper controls.

THREE-WAY CONTINGENCY TABLES

In the social sciences, we describe messy processes. The decisions that people make and 
the ways in which they interact with others are affected by many variables. This is not to 
say that we need to control for every factor that can influence our dependent variable. 
Thus far in this chapter, we’ve seen several ways that a third variable can affect the rela-
tionship between our independent and dependent variables. What is important to remem-
ber is that in each of them, the control variable is connected to both the independent and 
dependent variables. If there is a variable that is associated with both of our variables, then 
we need to control for it in order to see the direct effects of our independent variable on 
our dependent variable.

Views on Abortion White Black Total

Pro-Life   26.9%   30.9%   27.5%
(279)

Sometimes   31.4%   37.7%   32.5%
(328)

Pro-Choice   41.7%   31.5%   40.1%
(406)

Total 100.0% 100.1% 100.1%

n = 851 162 1013

gamma = −0.147*

Table 11.1 Views on Abortion by Race

Source: General Social Survey 2010, National Opinion Research Center, 2012. www3.norc.org/GSS+Website/
Download/SPSS+Format/.

*prob. < 0.05

**prob. < 0.01

Take, for example, our finding in Chapter 9 that blacks are more likely to be pro-life than 
whites. Table 11.1 shows that relationship. The pattern that you see in this table is that 
blacks are more likely to be pro-life than whites by a difference of 4 percentage points. This 
relationship is statistically significant at the 0.05 level, so we can reject the null hypothesis. 
The gamma of -0.147 indicates that it is a weak relationship.

The question for this chapter is, Why are blacks more pro-life than whites? Because 
black churches tend to be more conservative than white churches, I hypothesize that 


