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Party
Should Abortion be 
Legal after Rape?

Ideology

Liberal Moderate Conservative Total

(184) (317) (204) n = 705

gamma = 0.204**

Republican Yes 73.3% 80.0% 64.3% 70.5%

(321)

No 26.7% 20.0% 35.7% 29.5%

(134)

(45) (155) (255) n = 455

gamma = 0.284**

Your Turn:  Multivariate Relationships

�For the following spurious relationships, identify a possible control variable that 
explains it. Is that control variable an antecedent or intervening variable?

	 1.	 In Congress, women are more likely to be liberals than men.

	 2.	 Presidents are taller than other Americans.

	 3.	 Ohio and Florida have higher September and October hotel revenues in 
presidential election years than in other years.

	 4.	 In Congress, there is a negative relationship between an incumbent’s share of the 
vote and how much he or she spends on the race. (Hint: What prompts 
representatives to raise and spend more money than usual?)

Analyze the following three-way contingency table.

	 1.	 Describe the pattern.

	 2.	 Identify the statistical significance.

Source: General Social Survey 2000-2010, National Opinion Research Center, 2012. www3.norc.org/GSS+Website/Download/
SPSS+Format/.

*prob. < 0.05

**prob. < 0.01
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