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Table 2.1 shows a truncated version of my coding sheet. The first column leaves 
space to write in the names of the European countries identified in (A). The second 
column contains all the possible categories for EU membership: either yes it is, or 
no it is not a member. Each of those categories is assigned a numerical value. So 
“no” it is not a member of the EU will be coded “0,” and “yes” it is will be coded “1.” 
There are check boxes next to the number so that as I am coding the data, I can just 
check the appropriate box. The coding sheet also includes any information a coder 
might need—in this case, where one should go to find the data.

	 6.	 Code your data.
Table 2.2 shows a truncated version of the coding sheet with the data.

Coding Sheet

Which European Countries Are Members of the European Union?

European Country Member of the European Union?

Republic of Albania þ	 0 No
o	 1 Yes

Principality of Andorra þ	 0 No
o	 1 Yes

Republic of Armenia þ	 0 No
o	 1 Yes

Republic of Austria o 0 No

þ	 1 Yes
Republic of Azerbaijan þ	 0 No

o	 1 Yes

Table 2.2 EU Coding Sheet, Completed

Sources: “List of Sovereign States and Dependent Territories in Europe,” Wikipedia, The Free 
Encyclopedia, May 28, 2012. http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_sovereign_
states_and_dependent_territories_in_Europe&oldid=494486538. “Member State of the 
European Union,” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, May 23, 2012. “Countries,” European 
Union, 2012. http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/index_en.htm.

	 7.	 Enter your data into Excel.
Entering data into Excel is really pretty easy. I just need to be sure to make each 
column corresponds to a different variable. In Excel, the first row in each column 
should name the variable. The first column is the case identifier; in this instance, it 
is the name of the European country, so this column is headed “Country.” The 
second column is the variable about European Union membership, so it is headed 
“EU?” Each line in the file will look at a single case and include all the data for every 
variable in the appropriate column. Figure 2.4 shows what this file looks like. I am 
careful to save this Excel file (“File” “Save As”) before trying to do anything with it.


