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	 3.	 Operationally define what is meant by being a member of the EU: How will you 
measure it?
A member of the EU is any nation that is currently a signatory of the treaty. This is 
a valid measure because it is the technical definition—a country cannot be a 
member without signing.

For ease of data collection, I am going to find the list of member states on 
Wikipedia. But because I’ve been told that Wikipedia is not always a reliable source 
of information, I decide to double-check by looking at the EU’s website.

	 4.	 Evaluate the validity and reliability of your variable.
Because both sources are publicly available, anyone can follow the same 
procedures and get the same results. As a result, I can be confident that my coding 
will be reliable.

	 5.	 Create a coding sheet for collecting your data.

Coding Sheet

Which European Countries are Members of the European Union?
European Country Member of the European Union?

o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes
o	 0 No
o	 1 Yes

Table 2.1 EU Coding Sheet, Blank

Sources: “List of Sovereign States and Dependent Territories in Europe,” Wikipedia, The 
Free Encyclopedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_sovereign_states_
and_dependent_territories_in_Europe&oldid=494486538. “Member States of the European 
Union,” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, May 23, 2012. “Countries,” European Union, 
2012. http://europa.eu/about-eu/countries/index_en.htm.


