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USE SPSS TO ANSWER A QUESTION WITH MEASUREMENT

If you want to answer a question by measuring a concept, you will go through all of the 
steps covered in this chapter. You will first define the variable conceptually. You will then 
translate the concept into a measurement, trying to maximize the validity and reliability 
of the measure. Next, you will take this operational definition and create a coding sheet, 
which you will then use to code this variable for each of your cases. Coding sheets in 
hand, you will then enter your data into an electronic database (either SPSS directly or 
Excel). From there, you can use SPSS to provide you with a basic frequency of the vari-
able, which you can then use to create a professional-looking frequency for use in 
answering your question.

Transfer Your Data to an Electronic Database
Once you are done collecting the data, you can either enter them directly into SPSS or into 
an Excel worksheet. For both SPSS and Excel, the structure of this will be similar to your 
coding sheet: Each row will contain one case; each column, one variable. The first column 
will be your case identification. The second column will be the value of the attribute.  
I personally find it easier to enter data into Excel than SPSS, so that’s what I’ll describe. But 
you could also go into the data view window of SPSS and enter the data directly into the 
cells you see there. Each column is a different variable, originally named “V0001,” “V0002,” 
and so on. In each row, you take one case and enter the values of the variables in the cor-
responding column. If you switch to the “Variable View” of the Data Window (the tab to 
switch between “Data View” and “Variable View” is found in the lower left-hand corner of 
the window), you can change the names of the variables to be more descriptive. For exam-
ple, you can change “V0001” to “Case Identifier.”

  5.	 Create a coding sheet for collecting your data, including one column to identify your cases 
and one column to code your variable. List all the categories for your attribute, make sure they 
are mutually exclusive and exhaustive, and associate numbers with each category.

  6.	 Code your data.

  7.	 Enter the data into Excel.

  8.	 Import your data into SPSS and clean them. Look for any anomalies (fix anything that looks 
wrong), identify the missing values, and label each of the values.

  9.	 Request a frequency for your variable.

10.	 Type up a professional-looking table, indicating both the number of cases and percent for 
each category.
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