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table is huge because there are so many different values. Again, we’ll learn a trick in the 
next chapter to make this more useful. But for now, ignore the frequency table and simply 
report the averages.

BOX 3.2  How to Get Measures of Central Tendency in SPSS

After opening your data in SPSS

>Analyze

>Descriptive Statistics

>Frequencies

Click on the variable to highlight it.

→To bring the variable over to the “Variable” box

>Statistics

>Mean

>Median

>Mode

>Continue

>OK

At this point, the frequency of the variable will show up in the “Output” window.

An SPSS Application: Income in Poor Places
You are interning at AmeriCorps’ national office in Washington, D.C. You are in the Public 
Affairs Office, and Rosemary Shamieh, the publications specialist, approaches you about 
a pamphlet she is putting together. In it, she is comparing some of the American communi-
ties that are served by the program to less-developed countries. For example, one of the 
communities she is highlighting is Wheelwright, Kentucky. Wheelwright is a mining com-
munity whose claim to fame is being ranked as the one-hundredth poorest town in 
America, with a per capita income of $5,367. Because she wants to be accurate in her claim 
that it is like a less-developed nation, she asks you to find the average income in developing 
countries.

You first identify your cases by finding the list of developing countries on Wikipedia. 
You create a coding sheet listing all of those countries in the first column. In the second 
column, you want to enter the average income. You then remember that your International 
Relations professor used to love to show you data on a website called Gapminder.7 He used 
to rave about how it contains all sorts of international data. After finding the website, you 
click on the “Data” option and search for income. You see a variable that looks like what 
you want, which is labeled “Income per Person.” After entering the data from 2011 for all 


