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Knesset, at that time. As I normally 
do, I have associated numbers 
with each of the categories just so 
that the computer can keep track 
of them easier. But this is an 
example of a nominal-level 
variable. The parties are just in 
alphabetical order, so the numbers 
on the left don’t mean anything. I 
could just as easily have put them 
in order from largest to smallest or 
from liberal to conservative. The 
numbers still would have been 
simply standing in for the name of 
a category. Because the numbers 
are meaningless for these data, it 
wouldn’t make sense to compute a 
mean. Similarly, computing a 
median wouldn’t make sense; you 
couldn’t put these categories into 
order from less to more, they are 
just different parties. But it is clear 
that the most common party is 
Kadima, with Likud a close 
second. So “Kadima” is the mode. 
The odd thing in this political 
situation was that the unity 
government of the Likud and Kadima parties made Benjamin Netanyahu of the Likud 
Party the prime minister and Shaul Mofaz of the Kadima Party the deputy prime 
minister—taking charge if Netanyahu is absent.

The one care that you need to take when reporting the mode is that you need to report 
the category, not its frequency. If you look back to Table 3.8 to find the modal level of 
political competition, you can easily scan the frequency column and see that the biggest 
number there is fifty-one. But you wouldn’t report fifty-one as the mode. To find the modal 
level of political participation, you would look to the left and find that the value of the cat-
egory with a frequency of fifty-one is “Transitional.” It is especially important to remember 
to look to the category label on the left when you want to report the mode for interval-level 
data because that is when you are most likely to make a mistake. Look back even farther 
now to Table 3.5 to find the mode of the number of executions for states from 2000 to 2009. 
When you look down the frequency column, the biggest number you see is six. But six is 
not the mode. To find the mode, you look to the left of the six to find the value of the cat-
egory with the frequency of six. That value is one. The most frequent number of executions 
from 2000 to 2009 was one. Because more states had one execution than any other number 
of executions, the mode is one.

Table 3.9 Partisan Make-up of the Israeli 
Knesset, 2012

Party

X

Seats

fx

 0 Hadash  4

 1 Haatzma`ut  5

 2 Ichud Leumi  4

 3 Israel Labor Party  8

 4 Kadima 28

 5 Likud 27

 6 National Democratic Assembly  3

 7 New Movement-Meretz  3

 8 New National Religious Party  3

 9 Ra`am-Ta‘al  4

10 Shas 11

11 United Torah Judaism  5

12 Yisrael Beiteinu 15

Source: “Current Knesset Members.” The Knesset. www.knesset 
.gov.il/mk/eng/mkindex_current_eng.asp?view=1.


