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each Supreme Court justice chooses four of the best law school graduates to clerk for them 
each year. How many of those appointments are graduates of Harvard Law School?

If we collect the number of Harvard clerks appointed by each Supreme Court justice 
during 2011, we find the data presented in Table 3.11. This is just the raw data, though. 
The frequency is found in Table 3.12.

Number of Clerks

X

Frequency

fx Percent Cumulative Percent X(fx)

0 2 22.2 22.2 0 × 2 = 0

1 3 33.3 55.5 1 × 3 = 3

2 3 33.3 88.8 2 × 3 = 6

3 1 11.1 99.9 3 × 1 = 3

Total N = Σfx = 9 99.9 ΣX(fx) = 12

Table 3.12 Harvard Clerk Appointments by Supreme Court Justices, 2011, Frequency

 1. Find the category that has the most cases.
The frequency column shows two rows with three cases. This means that this 
variable is bimodal. Looking to the left, we can see that the values connected to 
these rows are one and two clerks from Harvard.

 2. Find the median by finding the middle case. Look to the left to find the value of 
the median case.
To find the median value, we can look at the Cumulative Percent column. This 
passes 50 percent on the second row. Looking to the left, we can see that the value 
connected with this row is 1. Alternatively, if I didn’t have the Cumulative Percent 
column, I could have found the middle case by using the equation (N + 1)/2. 
Because there are nine justices, N = 9. The median case is (9 + 1)/2 or 5. I find the 
fifth case by adding up the frequency cells until I get to five. The first row has two 
cases and the second row has three. That means that the fifth case is in the second 
row. Because the value of that row is one, the median number of clerks from 
Harvard is one.

 3. To calculate the mean, multiply each value of your variable (X) by its frequency 
(fx). Add up the values in this column and divide by the number of cases.
To find the mean from this table, I’ve added in a column labeled X(fx), which 
multiplies the value of X by its frequency. The total number of clerks is found at 
the bottom of this column. To get the mean number of Harvard clerks, we divide 
the total number of Harvard clerks (12) by the number of Supreme Court justices 
(N = 9). Mean = 12/9 = 1.33. All three averages tell the same story: In 2011, Supreme 
Court justices averaged a little over one Harvard graduate out of their four clerks.


