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 1. Calculate the mean, median, and mode. Be sure to show all your work.

 2. Which of these measures of central tendency does it make sense to use in 
reporting these data?

 3. Is the United States below average for reading?

 The data in Table 3.14 are the number of executions performed between 1990 
and 1999 in the states in which capital punishment occurred. What was the 
average number of executions per state during this decade?

 1. Calculate the mode, median, and mean from these tabular data. Be sure to show 
all your work.

 2. Which is the most appropriate measure of central tendency?

Country Reading Literacy Scale Country Reading Literacy Scale

France 496 New Zealand 521
Germany 497 Norway 503
Greece 483 Poland 500
Hungary 494 Portugal 489
Iceland 500 Slovak Republic 477
Ireland 496 Slovenia 483
Israel 474 South Korea 539
Italy 486 Spain 481
Japan 520 Sweden 497
Luxembourg 472 Switzerland 501
Mexico 425 Turkey 464

Netherlands 508 United States 500

Source: Howard L. Fleischman, Paul J. Hopstock, Marisa P. Pelczar, and Brooke E. Shelley, “Highlights From PISA 2009: 
Performance of U.S. 15-Year-Old Students in Reading, Mathematics, and Science Literacy in an International Context,” 
NCES 2011004 December 2010. http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2011004.
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Table 3.14 State Death Penalty Executions, 1990–1999

Number of Executions

X

Number of States

fx

Number of Executions

X

Number of States

fx

 1 4   3 5

 2 3   4 1
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