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of the developing countries onto your coding sheet, you enter it into Excel and import it 
into SPSS.

 1. Open your data in SPSS.

 2. Clean your data using the “Define Variable Properties” command.
I set the value of –9 to missing.

 3. Get a frequency.
I want the measures of central tendency, which are available in the frequency 
window. To get a frequency, I click on “Analyze” (in either of the windows), choose 
“Descriptive Statistics,” and then choose “Frequencies.” Once the frequency 
window is open, I move my variable into the variable box. Then I choose the 
“Statistics” option and mark “Mean,” “Median,” and “Mode” for inclusion. This is 
shown in Figure 3.1.

Figure 3.1 Get Measures of Central Tendency in SPSS

After I click on “Continue” and “OK,” two tables appear in the Output window. 
Figure 3.2 shows a screen shot of these two tables.


