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 5. Write a memo describing your results.
Finally, I write a memo summarizing my findings for my boss.

Memo

To:   Rosemary Shamieh, Publications Specialist
From:  T. Marchant-Shapiro, intern
Date:  June 14, 2012
Subject:  Incomes in Developing Countries

You asked whether the average income for Wheelwright, Kentucky, is similar to the aver-
age income of developing countries. From Gapminder, a reputable online compiler of 
international data, I collected the incomes of developing countries to find their average. 
Wheelwright’s average income of $5367 is slightly above the median income of developing 
countries.

Wheelwright’s average income is well below the mean income of developing countries, 
which is $7762.63. Unfortunately, that number is skewed upward because it includes oil-
rich countries like Kuwait and Qatar, which are developing but have higher average 
incomes than the United States. Because of those outliers, the median is a better measure 
of the average income of developing countries. The median income is $4827.06.

Wheelwright’s income is about $500 more than the median income of developing coun-
tries. This places it at the 58th percentile for developing countries. So 58 percent of the 
developing countries earn less than Wheelwright, and 42 percent earn more. If you place 
its average of $5367 in the context of the average U.S. income, $41,728.14, it is clear that 
Wheelwright is much more like a developing country than it is like the rest of the United 
States. It is not unreasonable for you to use Wheelwright as an example in your pamphlet.

Your Turn: Measures of Central Tendency

 Math is not the only thing we learn in school. Is it possible that U.S. students do 
better in comparison to other countries in reading? Table 3.13 shows the OECD 
data for reading.

YT 3.1

Table 3.13 Reading Scores

Country Reading Literacy Scale Country Reading Literacy Scale

Australia 515 Czech Republic 478

Austria 470 Denmark 495

Belgium 506 England 494

Canada 524 Estonia 501

Chile 449 Finland 536


