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Among the states that executed 
inmates in 2010, the average 
rate was 3.83 executions.

Calculating the Mean from Tabular 
Data. Calculating statistics is 
relatively easy when you have 
only twelve cases, but gets 
harder when you have more. For 
example, if instead of being 
interested in the execution rate 
for the single year of 2010, I 
wanted to know the average for a 
decade (say 2000 through 2009), 
then the math would get more 
complicated. If I set up the raw 
data in a table, I get Table 3.4, 
where the first column identifies 
each case and the second 
column gives the number of 
executions performed in the first 
decade of the twenty-first 
century.

Table 3.3 State Death Penalty Executions in 2010

State

Case

Number of Executions

X

Alabama  5

Arizona  1

Florida  1

Georgia  2

Louisiana  1

Mississippi  3

Ohio  8

Oklahoma  3

Texas 17

Utah  1

Virginia  3

Washington  1

#rows = N = 12 Σexecutions = ΣX = 46

Source: Halperin, Rick, “Death Penalty News and Updates.” January 27, 
2012. http://people.smu.edu/rhalperi/.

Table 3.4 State Death Penalty Executions, 2000-2009, Raw Data

State Number of Executions State Number of Executions

Alabama 25 Kentucky  1

Arizona  4 Louisiana  2

Arkansas  6 Maryland  2

California  6 Mississippi  6

Connecticut  1 Missouri 26

Delaware  4 Montana   1

Florida 24 Nevada   4

Georgia 23 New Mexico   1

Indiana 13 North Carolina  28
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