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Apply It Yourself:  Calculate the Percent of Income Earned

The year is 2011. Occupy Wall Street is just heating up. Many of the demonstrators are carrying 
signs proclaiming themselves as one of the 99 percent. Their argument is that the richest 1 percent 
controls proportionally too much of the wealth of the United States. You are interning in the office 
of Michael R. Bloomberg, mayor of New York City. The demonstrators have been occupying Zuccotti 
Park for so long that the mayor is considering shutting it down to protect public safety. You are 
observing during a meeting that Bloomberg calls to discuss the issue with top-level staff. Bloomberg, 
himself worth about $20 billion, asks one of his aides whether the United States is atypical in its 
distribution of wealth. The aide promises Bloomberg an answer by the end of the day. As soon as 
the meeting is over, the aide motions you over and assigns you to collect data on the percent of 
income earned by the wealthy of each country to see what is normal, warning you that the question 
requires immediate attention; Mayor Bloomberg expects a memo by the end of the day. You run to 
your office and search for the ever handy Gapminder website. In it, you find a variable that includes 
data collected by the World Bank8 showing what percent of income was earned by the richest 10 
percent of each country. The data are not perfect—it is the top 10 percent, not 1 percent, and the 
data available for each country come from different years. But considering the time constraints, you 
put together a dataset including the value for the most recent year, from 1997 to 2007, for which 
data are available for each country. In the WorldData dataset, use the variable IncomeShareTop10% 
to answer the mayor’s question.

1.	 Open “WorldData.” Because this is already an SPSS data file, you can double-click on it 
and (assuming SPSS is installed on your computer) your computer will automatically use 
SPSS to open it. Otherwise, you can always open SPSS first and then click on “File” and 
“Open” to find and open the file.
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  5 1   21 1

  7 2   22 1

  9 1   23 1

10 1   40 1

12 3   65 1

19 2 166 1

Table 3.14 (Continued)

Source: Halperin, Rick, “Death Penalty News and Updates.” January 27, 2012. http://people.smu.edu/rhalperi/.


