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I could use the raw data in Table 3.4 to calculate the mean by adding up the total number 
of executions and dividing by the number of states that performed them. The problem is 
that I am liable to make a mistake if I add up too many numbers. One way to cut down on 

the probability of making a mistake is to 
simplify the data by making a properly for-
matted frequency using the guidelines from 
page 32 in the previous chapter (in Box 2.2). 
To make this collapsing process easier, I 
want to reorder Table 3.4 so that it is 
ordered by number of executions rather 
than being alphabetized by state. In fact, at 
this point, I don’t even need to know which 
state is connected to which execution rate. 
Instead, I simply want to order all the num-
bers of executions from least to most.

1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 2, 2, 4, 4, 4, 6, 6, 6, 6, 13, 
18, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 32, 32, 72, 248

With the values in order, it is easy enough 
to see that there are six ones, two twos, 
three fours, and so on. Because my goal is 
to make the data simpler to work with, I 
want one line for each value of my variable. 
I collapse all six of the states with one 
execution into the first line, both of the 
states with two executions into the second 
line, and so forth. If I do that, I end up with 
Table 3.5. Notice that I no longer have a 
column for the state name. Also notice the 

Table 3.5 State Death Penalty Executions, 
2000–2009, Collapsed

Number of Executions

X

Number of States

Frequency

fx

  1 6

  2 2

  4 3

  6 4

 13 1

 18 1

 23 1

 24 1

 25 1

 26 1

 28 1

 32 2

 72 1

248 1

Source: Halperin, Rick, “Death Penalty News and Updates.” 
January 27, 2012. http://people.smu.edu/rhalperi/.

State Number of Executions State Number of Executions

Ohio  32 Texas 248

Oklahoma  72 Virginia  32

South Carolina  18 Washington   1

South Dakota   1 N = 26 ΣX = 587

Tennessee   6

Table 3.4 (Continued)

Source: Halperin, Rick, “Death Penalty News and Updates.” January 27, 2012. http://people.smu.edu/rhalperi/.


