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On average, the nations of the world experience twenty-nine deaths of infants under the 
age of one for every thousand live births. Among the twenty-six nations that were involved 
in a solely internal military conflict between 2000 and 2009, the average was about twenty 
deaths higher than that—with an average infant mortality rate of forty-eight. There is less 
than a 1 percent chance that this difference is due to chance. We can be 95 percent confi-
dent that civil war increases the infant mortality rate by at least 6.7 deaths per thousand 
live births, and possibly as many as 30.6 deaths.

You can feel comfortable in the future repeating Sia Koroma’s claim that countries that 
have been involved in internal war are left with higher infant mortality rates. This statistical 
analysis does not answer the question of whether she was correct in asserting that this 
difference occurs because of the destruction of infrastructure, although that seems like a 
reasonable hypothesis. Regardless of the causal mechanism, decreasing the infant mortal-
ity rate in these countries would be a worthy goal.

Your Turn:  Means Testing

�The expectation is that African countries not only have worse economies than other 
former colonies, they also have less stable governments. Table 6.8 gives the instability 
index for each of the former British colonies in Africa.

YT 6.1

Table 6.8 Instability Measure for Former British Colonies in Africa

Country

Instability Index

X X X- ( )X X- 2

Botswana 3
Cameroon 16
Egypt 13
Gambia 15
Ghana 14
Kenya 12
Lesotho 11
Malawi 16
Mauritius 1
Nigeria 17
Sierra Leone 19
Somalia 25
South Africa 8
Sudan 24
Swaziland 8

Source: Marshall, Monty G., and Benjamin R. Cole, Polity IV Project 2012. www.systemicpeace.org/polity/polity4.htm.


