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hurt him in the eyes of the independent voters who will be necessary to win the election. 
Although support for President Bush was uniformly high in the aftermath of 9/11, over the 
next few years, opposition to the war in Iraq and, later, unhappiness over the state of the 
economy led to greater variation in support for him.

Nicolle Wallace, the senior adviser on message, asks you to evaluate how partisanship has 
affected individuals’ evaluations of President Bush. Your dependent variable is placement 
of President Bush on a 100-degree feeling thermometer, and your independent variable is 
self-identification as a Republican, Independent, or Democrat. She is pretty confident that 
Republicans are more likely to feel warmly toward President Bush than Democrats, but she 
is particularly curious about how self-labeled Independents (who are likely to have the most 
impact on this election) evaluate the president.

	 1.	 Open your data in SPSS and clean them.
I am going to use the 2008 American National Election Study data.4 My independent 
variable is Party Identification (PartyID), and my dependent variable is Feeling 
Thermometer for President Bush (FTBush). When I open the data, I look at these 
two variables in “Define Variable Properties.” The feeling thermometer looks fine; 
its missing categories have already been set to missing and the variable ranges from 
0 to 100 as it should. Under PartyID, I see that there are values set to missing. But I 
also see that the categories are not set up the way I expect (see Figure 7.3). The 
value 1 = Democrat, 2 = Republican, 3 = Independent, 4 = Other party, and 5 = No 
preference. I really don’t want those last two categories included in my analysis.

Figure 7.3 Defining Variable Properties for Party Identification


