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Involved in 
Domestic War? Repressed

Political Competition

Competitive TotalSuppressed Factional Transitional

No (0.077)152 
= 11.8

13.5 29.5 42.9 30.3 0.842

Yes 2.2 2.5 5.5 8.1 5.7 0.158

Total 0.092 0.105 0.230 0.336 0.237 1.000

n = 14 16 35 51 36 152

Table 9.6 Expected Frequencies of Domestic War by Political Competition

Sources: Polity Project IV, “PARCOMP,” Political Regime Characteristics and Transitions, 1800-2010, Integrated Network for 
Societal Conflict Research, 2010. www.systemicpeace.org/inscr/inscr.htm. Gleditsch, Nils Petter; Peter Wallensteen, Mikael 
Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg and Håvard Strand “Armed Conflict 1946–2001: A New Dataset,” Journal of Peace Research 39 
(2002): 615–637. www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_prio_armed_conflict_dataset/.

Table 9.7 Domestic War by Political Competition, Actual Frequencies

Involved in 
Domestic War? Repressed

Political Competition

Competitive TotalSuppressed Factional Transitional

No 13 14 26 40 35 128 (84.2%)

Yes  1  2  9 11  1  24 (15.8%)

n = 14 16 35 51 36

Percent  
of Total

(9.2%) (10.5%) (23.0%) (33.6%) (23.7%)

Sources: Polity Project IV, “PARCOMP,” Political Regime Characteristics and Transitions, 1800-2010, Integrated Network for 
Societal Conflict Research, 2010. www.systemicpeace.org/inscr/inscr.htm. Gleditsch, Nils Petter; Peter Wallensteen, Mikael 
Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg and Håvard Strand “Armed Conflict 1946–2001: A New Dataset,” Journal of Peace Research  
39 (2002): 615–637. www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_prio_armed_conflict_dataset/.

CHI-SQUARE

Although it appears that the actual distribution of domestic war in relationship to a coun-
try’s level of political competition is different from what we would expect if the two vari-
ables were independent, we need to compare the differences between Tables 9.6 and 9.7 
in a more systematic way before rejecting the null hypothesis. Even if two events are inde-
pendent, there will be random fluctuations in the joint distribution. The extent of these 
fluctuations will vary depending on the size of the table and the number of cases contained 
in it. The fluctuations follow a pattern called a chi-square distribution. By comparing the 


