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free countries.9 You then find an article in Wikipedia that lists different religions and which 
countries have adopted them as state religions.10 Because of Whitson’s instructions, you 
code this as a dichotomous variable (either “no” or “yes” there is a state religion), but you 
also wonder whether it might make a difference whether the country is Christian (with the 
attendant western culture) or non-Christian, and so you code a second variable that makes 
that distinction just in case you might need it.

 1. Open your data in SPSS and clean them.
Although there are no missing cases in the data for either variable, I notice that I 
need to add labels to the values of the variables. For “Freedom,” I set “0” to “not 
free,” “1” to “part free,” and “2” to “free.” I give “StateRel” the variable label “Is 
there a state religion?” and then give value labels “0” = “no” and “1” = “yes.” Both 
variables have a limited number of categories, so I do not need to collapse them.

 2. Request your contingency table with the dependent variable in the rows and the 
independent variable in the columns. Using the “Cells” button, request the cell 
frequency and the column percent. Using the “Statistics” button, request chi-
square and Cramer’s V.
My dependent variable is freedom (so I place it in the rows) and my independent 
variable is the dichotomous version of state religion (so I place it in the columns). 
From the “Cells” button, I request both the observed count and the column 
percentage. From the “Statistics button, I request chi-square and Cramer’s V.  
Figure 9.1 shows how I requested the appropriate statistics.

Figure 9.1 Using SPSS to Request Chi-Square and Cramer’s V


