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Your Turn: Chi-Square and Cramer’s V

One possible explanation for why blacks are more likely to be liberal than whites is 
that blacks tend to be pro-choice. Although we usually talk about views on abortion 
in terms of the dichotomous categorization of pro-choice versus pro-life, the issue 
is actually much more complicated than that. Many Americans think abortion 
should be legal in some circumstances but not in others. To get a more nuanced 
measure of public opinion on the legalization of abortion, the standard is to ask a 
series of questions about whether the respondent believes abortion should be legal 
in various situations. The respondents are then placed on a scale depending on how 
many situations they feel that abortion should be legal. Six of these questions are 
asked, leading to a scale from 0 (the respondents don’t feel that abortion should be 
legal in any of the situations) to 6 (they feel it should be legal in all the situations). 
Table 9.14 shows the relationship between views on abortion and race.

Number of Instances

Abortion Should Be Legal

Race

TotalWhite Black

None 9.2% 9.3% 9.2%

(78) (15) (193)

1 6.5% 7.4% 6.6%

(55) (12) (67)

2 11.3% 14.2% 11.7%

(96) (23) (119)

3 17.9% 15.4% 17.5%

(152) (25) (177)

4 7.9% 8.6% 8.0%

(67) (14) (81)

5 5.6% 13.6% 6.9%

(48) (22) (70)

All 6 instances 41.7% 31.5% 40.1%

(355) (51) (406)

Total 100.1% 100.0% 100.0

n = 851 162 1013

Source: General Social Survey 2010, National Opinion Research Center, 2012. www3.norc.org/GSS+Website/Download/
SPSS+Format/.

Table 9.14 Views on Abortion by Race
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