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Table 9.4 addresses this question by returning to the cross tabulation found in Chapter 8 
between the level of political competition and participation in an internal war. This table 
shows only the marginals so that we can determine the probabilities for each cell assuming 
that the two variables are independent of each other. In this case, we are basing the probabil-
ity of being in any one category on how many countries have that attribute. Normally, we 
standardize the frequency by giving it as a percentage. To change that into the probability that 
any given country will have that attribute, we divide the percent of countries with the attri-
bute by 100 to get the proportion. Looking at the marginals, you can see that 15.8 percent of 
the countries of the world were involved in a solely domestic war in the years between 2000 
and 2010. Dividing that by 100, we know that there is a probability of 0.158 that any given 
country was involved in a domestic war in that period of time. Similarly, the probability of 
having a factional political order is 23.0/100 = .230.

Assuming the two variables are independent, we would expect that the probability of 
any country being in a particular cell is given by the equation of the intersection of the two 
outcomes:

P(A∩B) = P(A) × P(B)

If the two variables are independent we would expect that the probability of any given country 
of the world having a factional political system and being involved in an internal war is:

P(domestic war ∩ factional) = P(domestic war) × P(factional)

	 = 0.158 × 0.230

	 = 0.036

Table 9.4 Domestic War by Political Competition, Marginals

Sources: Polity Project IV, “PARCOMP,” Political Regime Characteristics and Transitions, 1800-2010, Integrated Network for 
Societal Conflict Research, 2010. www.systemicpeace.org/inscr/inscr.htm; Gleditsch, Nils Petter; Peter Wallensteen, Mikael 
Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg and Håvard Strand “Armed Conflict 1946–2001: A New Dataset,” Journal of Peace Research  
39 (2002): 615–637. www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/datasets/ucdp_prio_armed_conflict_dataset/.
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9.2% 10.5% 23.0% 33.6% 23.7% 100.0%

N = 14 16 35 51 36 152


