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Please also see the captured-as-posted version


Contextualisation
In Thematic Analysis: A Practical Guide we use a dataset on the topic of adults who have chosen to be childfree to demonstrate TA procedures and practices. The dataset consists of Facebook comments[footnoteRef:1] related to a clip posted on the official Facebook page of a New Zealand current affairs show, Seven Sharp. At the time of the post, Seven Sharp positioned itself as having “a goal to keep you informed, discuss what you're discussing but never take ourselves too seriously.” They broadcast weekly in a prime-time 7pm slot on mainstream television. This particular Seven Sharp story raised the issue of choosing to not have children. In the few minutes of the pre-recorded short film, it briefly introduced the perspectives and experiences of one single woman, and one straight couple, who have made deliberate choices not to have children. Ginny is one member of the couple.[footnoteRef:2] The reporter (a woman) contextualised how difficult this choice can be, especially for women, by presenting evidence of the abuse women who are childfree have received. After the film ran, the two studio hosts discussed it. The clip included the (male) main Seven Sharp host, Mike Hosking,[footnoteRef:3] dismissing the perspectives expressed, and stating that the people interviewed were ‘clueless’/deluded. He evidenced his position by stating how great being a father (to many children) is, but that he used to think the same way as the people in the story.  [1:  Comments on social media posts can provide a rich source of data for qualitative researchers, giving access to wider societal understandings and meaning-making around a topic (Giles, 2017. Facebook comments provide a textual form of data, and ‘naturalistic’ data in the sense that the researcher doesn’t influence the data production – although of course they have some influence if selection is involved during sampling.  ]  [2:  You can read Ginny’s positioning herself in relation to the dataset in Box 2.2 in Chapter Two of Thematic Analysis: A Practical Guide. Victoria does the same in Box 2.3 in Chapter Two.]  [3:  Mike Hosking is one of the highest profile and highly popular radio and television hosts in New Zealand. He is right wing/conservative, and much-criticised for presenting uninformed and/or biased perspectives (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Hosking).] 

The story aired in late March 2014,[footnoteRef:4] and the Facebook comments were compiled two days after the clip was posted on the Seven Sharp Facebook site. The dataset comprises all postings over the 48-hour period after the video link to the story was posted – to capture the full scope of commentary and debate.[footnoteRef:5] A total of 187 posts were made over this timeframe, made up of 151 comments, 35 replies (a comment in response to someone else’s comment), and 1 posted link. The negative features that can be part of online comments, such as trolling (Mkono, 2018) were occasionally apparent, but most posts were on topic. Posts ranged in length from a few words to multiple paragraphs. Each post is presented after an anonymised code, made up of four capitalised letters, which replaces the commenter’s Facebook username.  [4:  Neither the original story nor the Facebook commentary is still available online – as we discuss in relation to ethics, in the next section – inadvertently highlighting the importance of ensuring online data collection methods and record keeping are thorough and rigorous.]  [5:  No selection criteria were required as the dataset was not unworkably large for our purposes.] 

We cannot know much about the commenters and what preceded their posting. Some may have watched this broadcast and come to the site to comment; others may have watched it via the Seven Sharp Facebook site; some may not have watched it at all (Tait, 2016). Who the commenters are is unknown, and again we can only speculate – although it does not seem unreasonable to assume that most of them are people who follow the Seven Sharp Facebook page. Beyond that presumption – which itself would need empirical verification – we have no way of knowing anything demographically about them. Any identity information we have depends on claims or indicators of identity in their posts (e.g. gendered names, discussion of having children). But as we know displayed online identity doesn’t always match offline identity, we cannot treat those as truth. For the purpose of our analysis, this doesn’t really matter, because we’re not tagging meaning to who said what or the identity categories they might belong to. Instead, our focus is on the meanings expressed in the comments.

[bookmark: _Toc521322709]Ethics and the analysis of online comments
The ethics of online data in public, semi-public and private spaces has been robustly debated (e.g. Giles, 2017; Hesse et al., 2019; Lehner-Mear, 2020; Lunnay et al., 2015; Moreno et al., 2013; Williams et al., 2017; Willis, 2019), with several organisations producing guidelines for ethical online research (e.g. British Psychological Society, 2017; franzke et al., 2020), and others increasingly discussing this (e.g. British Educational Research Association, 2018). A common differentiation made initially was between ‘private’ (member-limited) sites and ‘public’ or open access sites, with the latter positioned as ‘fair game’ for researcher access (Hookway, 2017; Jowett, 2015), although intersections with vulnerability of population (e.g. children, vulnerable adults) also needed to be considered. Seven Sharp’s Facebook page is a public site, meaning anyone can read it, even if they are not a Facebook registered user. Given that, and posters were unlikely to be a vulnerable community, we treated these data within the ‘public domain fair game’ (Hookway, 2008), and therefore ethically acceptable to retrieve and analyse. However, as social media rapidly evolve, the ethics of social media analysis must also be considered a particularly live topic – indeed, as we were writing this section, the massive furore over Facebook and the sharing of private user data came to the fore, meaning many social media platforms revisited issues related to privacy. Social media will likely have policy that guide the use of data, including for research – so it important to check these as well as the most up to date requirements of professional bodies and your disciplinary context, before you go ahead. 
There are also complex intersections with research ethics, issues of privacy and copyright, which we came up against in writing this book. Despite many analyses being done on social media data, including published papers, our publishers (SAGE) initially advised us that for Facebook data, the posters themselves own the copyright, and therefore their permission needs to be sought before any reproduction is possible. This is a quite different stance from some of the ethical discussions, and also raises a lot of pragmatic considerations – especially with previously compiled information, where contact may be tricky. Indeed, despite the adage that nothing ever disappears in cyberspace (Patkar, 2015, February 3), we found that the post the comments were sampled from are no longer available – neither was the clip. Although the text of the comments is (theoretically) searchable (Griffin, 2015, October 23), our own searches for phrases failed to produce any hits (either via Google or Facebook searches). After a combination of ethical, empirical and legal review, we were able to include and use the dataset – partially in Thematic Analysis: A Practical Guide, and to present the full dataset here.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  This highlights some of the unexpected contingencies that you might have to navigate through, in a qualitative research adventure! ] 

Before that conundrum, we had already followed Hookway’s (2008) moderate disguise anonymisation strategy for the dataset, retaining the text as uploaded, but changing user/profile names to a combination of the first two letters each from their first/last (user)name[footnoteRef:7] – seen in Table 2.1 in Thematic Analysis: A Practical Guide and the datasets on this companion website – and not including profile images. Although the acronyms appear odd compared to real names, online usernames/handles often appear unfamiliar. This strategy reduces immediate identifiability, or misidentification, and could be considered a basic level of anonymisation. Existing online research varies as to the extent to which anonymisation is undertaken – from none through to providing fabricated data that mimic the actual data (e.g. Markham, 2012). Obviously, your analytic approach intersects strongly with this. For reflexive TA, real data excerpts should be reported (see Chapter Five in Thematic Analysis: A Practical Guide).  [7:  In the few cases where this created the same acronym as another poster, we used a mix of 1 and 3 letters from first/last name.] 

What take-home did we learn from using these social media data for the book? If you are using any media/social media data, key is to keep up to date on the live, evolving ethical discussions in the field. Also: check the user-policies of any site you’re engaging with, as well as the publication policies of your intended outlets. Seek and obtain institutional ethical approval if needed, or indeed, if in doubt. 
For a guide to online research ethics, we recommend starting with the non-discipline-specific Association of Internet Researchers. Research ethics and more can be found on their website: https://aoir.org/

The dataset
[bookmark: _Hlk68014620]The dataset that appears below has been edited from the as-posted version by Shanuki Jayamaha, to increase readability. Specifically, all spellings of words have been corrected, acronyms, abbreviations and numbers have been spelled out, some punctuation has been added, such as periods, and ellipses have replaced all variations of a series of periods. Emoticons have been replaced with a text-based description. 
There are three components for each data item in this readability version.
1. A Facebook user-name, that we have anonymised (e.g., META).
1. The person’s post.
1. Whether the data item is an original comment or a reply to someone else’s comment. Inclusion of “(Edited)” captures the poster’s own editing of their contribution. 

	Poster
	Post
	Post Type

	META
	People should just respect other's choices, we all choose our own paths.
	Comment

	CAHO
	Having had three kids and two stepkids I say get a dog.
	Reply

	DEMO
	I’m the same I now have two dogs, nine grandchildren.
	Reply

	FIMA
	Why do people think it's selfish not having children? It's no one else's business!!
	Comment

	CHCA
	Why do people assume that choosing to be childfree automatically means that you won't have children in your life? My partner and I have decided not to have kids for a range of personal, environmental and social reasons. But I am a Godmother, an aunt, an older cousin, and a friend to many children. Contrary to common misconception those who choose not to have kids are rarely lonely, just more self-aware. In many cases those who choose not to have kids have usually thought a lot more about that decision than those who reproduce.
	Comment

	DARE
	Very, very well said. Clearly you have never had baby brain.
	Reply

	MACL
	And conversely, in many cases those who choose to have children have thought a lot more about that decision than those who choose not to have children. We're an ageing society … And I think parents are pretty self aware as our children's behaviour is reflected right back at us. For better or for worse. 
	Reply

	GRKO
	Let’s not forget those who would die to have kids of their own, but for one reason or another can’t …
	Comment (Edited)

	DARE
	Agreed. The pity is there's no shortage of people who shouldn't have kids. Should almost have to take a pill TO have a kid.
	Reply

	SHHA
	I think you have to want to and be prepared for the challenge ahead. Those who don’t have kids might have other goals they want to achieve good for them I’m not hating and I wouldn’t change my life for anything my daughter did it for me and I am grateful [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	MAMC
	Not many people plan to have kids hehe and when they plan it usually doesn’t happen [smiley face emoji]
	Reply

	NAMI
	It's selfish to spread your legs and expect everyone else to pay for your kids through welfare!!! Why should I pay for someone else's kids when I choose not to have any of my own. I'm tired of being taxed and seeing it go to someone who doesn't deserve it … But I also see families that do need help and do deserve it.
	Comment

	TIJA
	Hear hear! Agree totally!
	Reply

	BRMA
	Better not to have kids than have trophy kids and dump them in childcare from seven am to six pm every day and then say I'm too busy to come to special events. Poor sprogs, selfish parents.
	Comment

	HATU
	Yep seen plenty of those kids, in fact seen a lot of very bad parenting along the way too, gosh it frightens me at these kids are going to be the next generation, bunch of spoilt brats!! By the way I have three well rounded kids and love being a mum!!
	Reply

	SARO
	Some people are child orientated, others aren't. It’s as simple as that.
	Comment

	SARO
	It’s also a lifestyle choice people make, more money and luxury, or the ups and downs a family brings along with different social skills needed.
	Comment

	RITA
	My wife and I are not having kids, we do what we want, when we want how we want … and we always have money … always.
	Comment

	CLPR
	Grandkids are your reward for not strangling your kids.
	Comment

	JOWI
	My husband and I chose not to have children and have never regretted this decision. The majority of our friends have no children and we all have brilliant fulfilled lives. It is a personal choice, respect it!
	Comment

	SAWH
	No kids for us and we are fine with that it's our choice!!! I laugh when people say there won't be anyone to look after us when were old, because let's face it people how many of you are really going to look after your ageing parents and by that I mean not putting them in a rest home!!!
	Comment

	ANLI
	I will look after mine. They are amazing parents and it's the least I can do. Tis the natural order. 
	Reply

	DARE
	It’s a sad old argument isn't it? That I should breed humans to take care of me in my old age? Absolute pish.
	Reply

	SAWH
	Don't get me wrong my parents have been amazing but me having to care for them when they can't I'm sorry but I'm honest it's not for me! 
	Comment

	HEWI
	Don't have kids and do not regret our decision not to! … But love our nieces and nephews to bits!
	Comment

	JAOB
	Children AREN'T for everyone … never have been. It's purely a personal choice and some people who choose to become parents should have thought far more about WHY they had their children. I love my children, but they have always been loved and cared for, fed, clothed and taught well. This is not always the case.
	Comment (Edited)

	GLSH
	Isn't it funny how most of the judgemental comments seem to be coming from people with kids. I cannot understand why we cannot all respect each other’s decisions, each to their own I say.
	Comment

	JATH
	I am nearly thirty-nine years old. I have no children and that was by choice. Never wanted any, never will. I have nieces and nephews that I love. I have had other females tell me I must be abnormal and weird and it makes me steam. I’ve got my own mind and I will do as I want. And nothing I do, or will do in the future involves having kids. No way.
	Comment

	RITA
	Five point three billion humans on this planet putting it under so much pressure … so really … who's being selfish.
	Comment

	PADU
	We had decided not to have children, until oops we got pregnant. Was the best thing we ever did, we were both in our thirties so decided just to have the one. I wish we had done it earlier so we could have had more. Anyway feel so blessed to have our one son [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	KAHA
	My husband and I don’t have kids and don’t want kids. We're happy being the aunty and uncle who buys the cool gifts.
	Comment

	JOAS
	I never wanted kids … Then my first was born … He was so perfect, such a miracle that I made a human wow!
I thought I knew love but he showed me what it really felt to love someone with all the love I had. 
Now I have three and as stressful as it can be it's amazing.
I am never lonely, I'm loved everyday, I have a purpose in life.
Sure it would be great to be rich but love is worth more than any material object on earth.
I didn't want kids but I'm glad I accidentally got pregnant. It's one if those things you don't know what you were missing until you have it [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	EVDO
	Well that was one sided … As is the situation. Women who don't want children are the ones being judged! Seems that it's okay if a man doesn't want children, but you're seen as less of a woman if you don't want them.
	Comment

	PAMA
	The world is so over populated already, so if people choose not to have kids, they are not being selfish at all. Maybe having lots of kids is the selfish thing these days …? Each to their own I say.
	Comment

	ALBR
	Good on you if you have kids and good on you if you don't! No screaming menace small humans for me anytime soon.
	Comment

	JAWE
	"screaming menace small humans" shit I wonder where on earth you were brought up [sad face emoji]
	Reply

	CLGR
	^ Usually people like you that have those kids.
	Reply

	ALBR
	Haha JAWE … I was brought up about an hour north of Auckland. I was taught manners, to be respectful to all beings and to be non judgmental. I was brought up very very well I’ll have you know.
	Reply

	MAHA
	We don't have children through choice, neither are we wage slaves. I am forty-six and at no stage have I regretted being childless. It feels normal for us. What doesn't feel normal is the inability of others to accept our choice. Personally I made the choice at the age of thirty. It was an expectation that was placed upon me by others and myself that I would be a mum. It was such a relief to me when I made the choice.
	Comment

	MARM
	I call myself “childfree” rather than “childless” I think it sounds more positive [smiley face emoji]
	Reply

	ZAJO
	A relationship without kids sucks! Grow up people. Only people who have no confidence and can't handle responsibilities will prefer no kids! You were a kid one day and a couple “your parents” brought you to this life, you didn't come from nowhere. Kids makes life more enjoyable and will learn how to handle responsibility. If you know how to raise them up. You will have someone later who will clean your shit and take care of you when you grow older. No career and no money and no travel will benefit you when you are OLD. It's your kids who you raised up properly and spent quality time with them will benefit you. What do you want a couple working like robots and earning money? This is DISGUSTING. There is no life without kids! People who cannot handle kids are MENTAL and they need help. There is no bad children, it's US who can raise them up good or bad and it's the parents’ responsibility. Coming back from work and finding your little ones waiting - worth more than a career and money and travel.
	Comment (Edited)

	DARE
	"You will have someone later who will clean your shit and take care of you when you grow older." Boy, that's a considered approach to bringing a child into the world. Is that what you've told your kids they have to look forward to? Is that the aspirations you have for your children? To be the ass wipers of the previous generation? THAT'S DISGUSTING. "There is no bad children …" Really? What colour candyfloss is the sky made of in your world? Bailey Junior Kuariki (twelve), Teina Pora (seventeen) - ring any bells? Spin your rhetoric to their victims, I dare you. Go sit on the timeout step and think about what you've just said. You're clear evidence that the ability to breed doesn't mean it should happen.
	Reply (Edited)

	MARM
	Sad that you think children are the only thing worth living for especially if when the time comes (and you’ve spent all your time and money on them) they put you in a home and never visit.
	Reply

	KIFO
	Everyone has the right to choose how to live their life. It’s not unnatural, unloving or selfish. It’s a very personal decision - great story thanks!
	Comment

	MIBE
	Feel for those men and women who really want children but can't have them. I'm delighted for men and women who love children and enjoy being parents, despite the additional pressures and trials they go though. It disgusts me when anyone judges, condemns or questions a man or woman's decision to not have children. Someone earlier mentioned "the one with the uterus decides". I do believe the man in a partnership should have some say, after all it's a massive, long term, and costly role being a parent, and teamwork makes any job easier. ;-) I personally like the idea of being a parent but recognised very early on that I had too much of a temper, and that my moods were too up and down. I seriously looked at myself like giving myself a warrant of fitness for parenting, and declined the warrant. Twenty years on, having learnt about myself and how I work, I'm in a position to help my friends significantly by caring for their kids for school holidays and when they're struggling. It gives me immense pleasure to help friends and to be part of these growing individuals … but I've never doubted my decision all those years ago. Marrying a man with an existing vasectomy protected me from my own body's urges to reproduce. I'm grateful that I had that foresight. I suspect I would be a mother of two at very least if not for that. I make an awesome part time, respite care mum, but I know my limits. There are so many amazing parents out there. Sadly there are also some appalling parents out there. My only judgement on the world is that I wish more men and women would give themselves a warrant of fitness before becoming a parent. It's such a huge responsibility, and it's for a very long time. A very interesting read.
	Comment

	CAVI
	I don't see how this is newsworthy?
	Comment

	JEHA
	Seven Sharp isn't really a news programme … more like a social commentary that is sometimes about events that have been in the news … sometimes not.
	Reply

	ANMA
	Not my uterus, not my business! As long as you don't call me a “breeder” and make rude comments because I wanted kids young.
	Comment

	DEBA
	My partner and I have been together thirty-two years - no children and we both love it! We are not shrivelled up selfish misfits! We have fur babies who we love to bits but who don't limit our enjoyment of the things we love doing. I am fifty-eight and still ride my horses - I am intending to compete my five year old next year and another baby the year after! In comparison to others of my age (who have had children) I have a life, I enjoy my sports I am very fit and strong and I look twenty years younger! What a great decision!
	Comment (Edited)

	JOMC
	It's harder than we thought but worth it, for us! We've had our two daughters, just four and eighteen months old, later in life … I'm forty-seven and my partner is forty-one … So we did a lot of living, much of it selfish only worried about ourselves … So it is harder than we thought and there are changes we've had to make, but it's been our choice and we accept we'll be a bit older than many of our children's friends parents, but we are ready only now for this stage our of lives and they will keep us young! Life is all about choices, and we feel lucky we did in fact have this choice … Many don't.
	Comment

	JATH
	I hear that!!! It pisses me right off when I get told "you'll change your mind" like I don't know my own thoughts. I "know" what I do and don't want. And I definitely didn't want to raise bloody kids!!!
	Comment

	CLGR
	I'm so sick of people saying, "You'll change your mind" when I say I don't want kids. I want to travel, have a career and have nice things so no kids for me.
	Comment (Edited)

	SUHA
	I’m forty-five years old and never wanted kids, but have ended up with three stepkids … Love my man enough to live with his kids [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	TIJA
	Similar situation for me too SUHA. my wife came with three adult stepkids and two grandies. They are great, but drive us nuts at times too!
	Reply

	WAFL
	Some couples can't have kids; no choice involved, it's just fate …
	Comment

	MAEL
	I have one beautiful boy, I only ever wanted one and I love him to pieces … I now have three additional stepsons, we have our ups and downs but do I regret it? Gosh no, they all (including my own) drive me CRAZY some days and I need time out, but isn't that parenting? I would not change things, however, I do not judge those who chose not to. It is our right to choose what is right for us and it could be kids, it may be the child free life. Rather we make the right decision than one that you cannot alter (for example, having kids you don't want) and then make the WRONG decisions.
	Comment

	WAMO
	I know at least a dozen kiwi guys in their forties who would love to find someone kiwi to settle down and have kids with, but it's unfortunate the only ones who want to do that are foreigners … Generations of kiwi women wanting to be men, or trying to be solo mum as paid full time employment, because it's equal to man’s job in pay, have killed the traditional family structure of this society.

These childless couples will just depend on everyone else’s kids for welfare when they get older!
	Comment

	RALA
	After earning their own money and paying their taxes for years? Are they not entitled to do so? Plenty of people out there having kids who have never paid a cent towards society but feel free to bleed it dry so this argument goes both ways!
	Reply

	HEST
	– Or WAMO - these childless couples have actually had successful careers, provided for themselves, contributed endlessly to society through their taxes or volunteering in, supporting education, healthcare and welfare which they haven't needed to use because they pay for it privately. We still choose to support our society because we want to live in an amazing country that provides endless opportunity (and believe me this country offers plenty of it!). Everyone has choices … use your human rights and personal values to make conscious decisions - people need to accept their choices and not contribute to a blame culture.
	Reply

	MARM
	Hey, I pay my taxes for other people’s kids to use for example, education, healthcare, welfare etcetera. so they can support me in my (childfree) old age.
	Reply


	CHSO
	Love love love my kids, they drive me insane sometimes, but wouldn't want it any other way, never have enough money but they always make me smile (LOL, most of the time!!!!!!) I would be totally lost without them.
	Comment

	JHOR
	Everyone loves "making" them though aye?
	Comment

	LIMC
	Definitely a personal/relationship choose!! And I don't think anyone should judge another person’s choice for having kids or not!! I have four beautiful kids and that was my choice in life! I also know many who have chosen not to have kids. “Each to their own” no biggie. No debate really.
	Comment

	RADE
	I wish I could have children but I can't because I have a rare syndrome called Cri Du Chat or Cry of the Cat or 5P- or CDC for short but I am a mosaic which means some of my cells are affected. I can pass on my syndrome to my children and I have seen first-hand what my syndrome can do and I don't want that for my children. I love children and I volunteer at the YMCA two mornings a week. I also have two wonderful nephews and a niece as well and adoption is out of the question and I have a kitten called Fanta and she is my fur baby and she adores my partner to pieces also. When he comes over to see me she will run to him and purr. Before you judge anyone on not wanting children maybe just listen to their story of why they don't want children or just can't have them.
	Comment

	WESK
	To have kids, or to not have kids, it's each person’s decision to make, and only their decision. No one has the right to try force either choice. Good on those who do, and good on those who don't.
	Comment

	JAKE
	Kids or no kids. Just be happy.
	Comment

	DIWH
	Having children will test and teach you things that you never knew about yourself. I respect anyone's decision not to have children. We had children young, we only brought our house four years ago, brought a business one year ago and we only just took our children on their first overseas holiday, oldest child being almost fourteen. After twenty years it has been a tough road, but it is about relationships and not about the money and how far you are going to get in life without kids, at the end of the day you can't take all that with you. We can all make choices, but my kids will be in the workforce in the next ten years working ten times harder than anyone right now to support the ever so aging population with no kids! … No offence to anyone of course, but it is the reality. Start saving!
	Comment

	DARE
	Congratulations on what you've achieved, but what tired rhetoric you've bought into - like so many others. By the time my generation retires, taxes paid now or in the future won't even provide a dry biscuit. If you believe otherwise, you haven't been listening to the economists and social commentators telling us we can no longer rely on the government social system funded by taxes. Don't think for a moment that the present generation breeding does the retiring-generation-in-waiting any favours - certainly not to the point where they should be grateful. Only places stress on (and creates competition for) the resources, services and infrastructure they each have to share. I'm afraid it is about the money as much as the quality of life you want to enjoy throughout life as much as towards the end of it.
	Reply (Edited)

	MEFO
	I am proud to say I never want kids. I respect those who do and have. It's a personal choice. What difference does it make to YOU (society) if there are people out there who don't want kids? I don't go round calling people who have had kids weird, so what gives YOU the right to make that judgement?!
	Comment

	JOWI
	And as my husband says, unfortunately there are a number of wee ones out there whose parents don't appreciate them that we may be able to help if we change our minds or if one needs us.
	Comment

	DOAT
	I have chosen not to have kids, I even had to fight with the health system to have my tubes tide. I enjoy my life and don't regret it.
	Comment 

	SIMA
	The world has far too many people! Good on those who don't want kids they should be applauded.
	Comment (Edited)

	BRDU
	There are folks who would love to have children but nature is against them. Having science to intervene can be okay if you can afford it but for others just take things in their stride and enjoy the company of nieces and nephews which means a lot. I am okay with this and we just have each other me and my guy.
	Comment

	JOBR
	Um SUST some of us would love to have the choice.
	Comment

	SHHO
	It’s a choice, why have kids if you can’t afford them. Too many hungry children going to school without food.
	Comment

	JAWE
	Speaking of going to school!!! did you?
	Reply

	KEWI
	To have babies or not to have babies?

That is the real question.

How about meeting couples who are childless and hating it.
	Comment

	DIWO
	ZAJO you are the biggest loser I have ever heard, you obviously have a fear of being alone. Child free is great! I love kids, but do not have any, I shouldn't be made to feel bad because I have none.
	Comment

	KIJU
	It's a choice.
If someone wants or doesn't want them, respect that.
	Comment

	AMAY
	Each to their own I say [smiley face emoji] I’m not sure why it would the business of anyone else to judge why or why not you will or won't have children. My husband and I have three children and for us, our life feels completed with them. It’s the little things that I couldn't imagine experiencing without them. Things that only a parent will notice [smiley face emoji] I am very happy with my choice to have my beautiful children [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	VIQU
	A complete non-story. Did it have any point?
	Comment

	JEHA
	Not really a story, more a point on the pressures of modern society.
	Reply

	ANWH
	My partner and I decided long ago we didn’t want kids. I have nieces I love to bits but I still don’t want my own kids. I’ve seen people have kids and regret it and others who have them and don’t regret it so I say each to their own.
	Comment

	SYCO
	If people chose not to have kids, NOBODY has the right to judge them … having no kids definitely doesn't make a person less significant in this world nor does having kids makes a person more significant.
	Comment

	DARE
	Baby brain and a life of servitude? No thanks. World's full of sheep (followers) and breeders - often difficult to tell the difference. Would like to think my intelligence extends past breeding. Selfish to choose not to have children? I call it considered. No more selfish than the breeder-centric systems in society that provide preferences and benefits for breeders.

Parental leave and tax breaks?? - what happened to planning? How is it right that an employer has to make arrangements and keep the role because of a choice someone makes? Doesn't happen if I want to do something. And why do my taxes pay for your decision to breed?

Domestic leave is of little use to anyone without children. Where's my opportunity to be away from work because my rat (that I chose to have) has a runny nose?

Hundreds of thousands in student loans are dished out, seemingly without a requirement to pay it back when the recipient decides to bugger off overseas. Where is my opportunity to rort[footnoteRef:8] a similar system. Good on you parents for instilling your values of obligation. Who picks up the tab? We all do. 

And don't tell me I should be grateful for today’s children keeping me in my old age - fiscally or physically. What old-thinking and flawed rhetoric. Is that a reason for breeding? is that what a child has to look forward to? THAT'S selfish. I prefer (and feel an obligation) to exercise some personal responsibility.

We have been told time and again that the taxes paid now and in the future won't be sufficient to keep us so we need to make provisions for ourselves. Increased population only serves to put pressure on resources and services - basic economics. If you believe otherwise you haven't been paying attention to the economic forecasters and social commentators. [8:  Rort is a commonly-used term in New Zealand meaning unfair – but possibly legal - exploitation of public systems and services (such as tax or welfare).] 

	Comment (Edited)

	ANBE
	It's YOUR life - do what YOU want!!! What's right for one isn't necessarily right for another! [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	CHOY
	I was eighteen when I had my first and ten months later I had another one. By the time I was twenty-six I had four children. Then when I was thirty-eight I had another and forty-one I had my last son. I love children. But I can see why people don't want children today. It is their choice.
	Comment

	ROAR
	Get divorced, best of both worlds.
	Comment

	DARE
	Or save the lawyer’s fees and find someone you hate, buy them a house and give them half your stuff. ha haaaa.
	Reply (Edited)

	PEAU
	Other people's kids will one day fund my retirement with their taxes. I'm very grateful for their future contribution.
	Comment

	DARE
	Really? You believe that? In spite of all the advice from social commentators and economic forecasters that tell us we have to make provision for ourselves? So your retirement plan relies solely on the existence of government superannuation. Baaaaa (goes the other sheep in the pen).
	Reply

	NAHO
	You were all children once …
	Comment

	JEMA
	I would love to raise children [tears of joy face emoji]
	Comment

	CHBR
	I would love to have children.
	Comment

	KEHE
	Love it [NAME] that made me laugh I love our boys but man I'd kill for a twenty-four hour period [winking face emoji] though that said could be risky we may get a bit excited and make a third though I think we would probably just sleep for the lot of it [smiley face emoji] total respect for people who choose not because they don't want them [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	LUSM
	Wife and I staying kid free for at least the next three-four years. Can't afford them [confused face emoji] besides I come from eleven kids, no big rush.
	Comment

	STGO
	For me, just watching others who have kids seems like a pain in the ass …  So no kids for me. Happier life plus less wasting your money on toys etcetera.
	Comment

	CORI
	This story would've been helpful three kids ago.
	Comment

	LIMA
	Kids are not for everyone. Freedom of choice in the Free World.
	Comment

	JEFA
	I was child free for forty-eight hours at a special needs Moms retreat, it was so fabulous!
	Comment

	VIMC
	ZAJO - what do a troll's babies look like? Are they cute?
	Comment

	TRAS
	There are positives and negatives to both I reckon … I chose to only have one child, and today he's being an a- hole! Enjoy your child free status, and tomorrow when he is being a darling, I will enjoy being a Mum!
	Comment

	SHKI
	I made three more of me. The planet should thank me.
	Comment

	STMI
	Good on you Cous, you're not childless though, look how many cousins, nieces etcetera that you have.
	Comment

	GAHE
	Having kids is the best thing ever, but it's a personal choice. Not having kids certainly frees up your life. It's nobody's business but your own.
	Comment

	TESI
	This planet is far too over populated ADOPT if you feel the need.
	Comment

	SASE
	Each to his/her own. I wouldn't condemn anyone or judge anyone for the decision not to have children even knowing how much value is added to my own life through the joy of having my own children. Everyone's situation is unique. On the same token I don't appreciate individual's negative or nasty comments about people who do have children when they have no way of knowing what the experience of actually having them is like.
	Comment

	AIGR
	Well that's nice.
	Comment

	BEJO
	At forty-two we don't have kids and wouldn't change it. Love my nephews but love I can give them back. Mike [Hosking, the show host] do you love having eight kids (five of your own) at home right now cause your wife's there looking after them while you're at work?
	Comment

	TUMI
	I have friends that don’t want children, our elderly neighbour chose to not have children. I find she and my friends are just as I am being a mother. Our neighbour even loves spoiling my kids [smiley face emoji] 
	Comment

	IRDE
	Thinking this very question at the moment actually.
	Comment

	WAMO
	The taxes you pay now will be worthless in tomorrow’s dollars.
	Comment

	JOHO
	As a coincidence of timing I saw part of this. That Hoskins shouldn't push his stupid opinion in this matter. It's up to the specific couple to decide to even contemplate having children. Can't you get that guy off this program? He's like a Paul Henry [another high-profile TV host], … terribly annoying.
	Comment

	ROHA
	Fascinating being newly single and not keen on kids in my mid-thirties … The snip sounds utterly sensible.
	Comment

	RALO
	Travelled the world several times! Didn't want kids till I was thirty! We now have two kids (eleven and thirteen - girl and a boy) two dogs and a pet rat!! I'm from the United Kingdom and husband from the United States of America but met in New Zealand! Very happy!
	Comment

	REMA
	Each to their own really, and sometimes you don't have a choice.
	Comment

	JAFO
	I didn't want kids. Didn't like babies. No interest at all. Ended up with three gorgeous sons. Two not exactly planned … All within four and a half years. Am incredibly grateful. Feel for people that don't get to experience that sort of love.
	Comment

	SAMA
	We have three and I sometimes wonder why.
	Comment

	RITA
	Don't think I’ll be lonely at sixty [NAME].
	Comment

	JAWE
	I agree about the respect others choices etcetera, but having a strong maternal instinct, from a very young age … I just don't understand women who don't want babies [sad face emoji] (I didn't start early by the way - kept it under control with pets till age twenty-six).
	Comment

	KRKH
	Don't have any regrets having two children of my own at all. Been on the bones of our arse for years, but it's worth it. Having them early means when they are old enough to look after themselves, see you later kids we’re off.
	Comment

	REST
	I love my two boys and wouldn't have it any other way, I've learnt more about life in the last nearly four years than I have the rest, but I have always wanted kids. Don't have them if you don't want them, it's not fair on anyone.
	Comment

	MABR
	I have five kids that are now adults and love them dearly but my god we could have been rich, rich without them LOL.
	Comment

	JEMA
	If I stay with the guy I recently met, I know I'm not having any more kids. It’s a relief actually, not worrying about getting pregnant.
	Comment

	DAHO
	So? *yawns*
	Comment

	MAWA
	Didn’t like them when I was one. Most people … I know with them wish they didn’t. Fur babies better … will never tell you they hate you then expect you to hand over money.
	Comment

	MAMC
	Don’t know … I had two. Don't think I’ll bring more into this weird warped place. I mean look at New Zealand right now … it’s a no-no for me at the moment. Still doing my sentence … another eleven years and I’m free-ish LOL.
	Comment (Edited)

	LIPO
	I was a door to door salesman in NSW [New South Wales] in nineteen-ninety-three, I haven’t been invited to an twenty-firsts yet, touch wood.
	Comment

	LIPO
	I can’t afford them, many others can’t either, doesn’t seem to stop them from having them.
	Comment

	CAOD
	Well done LIPO.
	Reply

	DEHO
	I have been trying to have kids with different partners. Too bad they don't know I can produce them LOL ohh well I’ll keep on trying.
	Reply

	MIKA
	Love being a parent. Challenge is vital to human evolution.
	Comment

	LUCO
	Seriously don't know how mums and dads do it … Really … I take my hat off to you.
	Comment

	JEMA
	Not loving it!
	Comment

	CAAL
	Respect for other's choices.
	Comment

	MANI
	Choose your own path wisely … children are awesome and time consuming … expensive and worth every penny … love them all to bits
	Comment

	HOKI
	Don't end up regretting it?
	Comment

	ZAJO
	DARE you were a child one day and you probably had heaps of problems in your childhood too. I think there is no other thing. Go and get a pet who you can handle better than a human [smiley face emoji]. This is the LIFE, it's not right without kids [smiley face emoji]. Life is GIVE AND TAKE. You clean their shit and take care of them when they are babies and they will do this in return when you are OLD, but I think you will not be able to handle this. It's shame on your parents who brought you to this life. It's their mistake [smiley face emoji]
	Comment (Edited)

	DARE
	You're a clear idiot. Actually you've assumed I neither have or had children nor have anything to do with children. Simply a different path than you've chosen, and one I (like many others) much prefer. A typically emotive reaction. Good luck in your little narrow existence.
	Reply (Edited) 

	ZAJO
	@DIWO you better look for a psychic who help you with your situation. Literally, you don't love kids and just admit it, and that's why there is something mentally wrong with you. I'm sure you have had hard times in your childhood and that's why! Try to get a child “this if you can” then you will notice how life is beauty [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	DARE
	Idiot.
	reply

	DOTH
	Of course it is personal choice. One negative of not having kids though is that when you die, there is nothing left behind. You might as well have never existed.
	Comment

	ALRO
	The worlds overpopulated as it is LOL.
	Comment

	MIVA
	Respect
	Comment

	ELBR
	I think that there is beauty in children, their innocence, the love of life, and the knowledge that the children are the future of the world. But we also are in a world where we face overpopulation in many countries. It takes a balance of people having children, and people choosing not to have kids to ensure the survival of our planet. Nature has put in place ways for us to ensure its survival, in our desires to procreate (or not). And even those who cannot have kids can still adopt children. It's a personal choice.
	Comment

	DOAT
	Hi after all said and done, this is my husband [NAME] speaking on my page. One, is only one but life is your  choice.
	Comment

	TRBA
	I think it’s absolutely a personal choice. If you choose to have kids that's great. It’s the hardest and most wonderful thing I've ever done. But if you don't want kids there's no shame in that. It doesn't make you abnormal. I think the worst thing that could happen is people who don't want them have them. Make your own choice and never mind the busy bodies.
	Comment

	ZAJO
	MUSO see what some stupid people says.
	Comment (Edited)

	ZAJO
	Stupid mentality.
	Comment

	DARE
	Idiot
	Reply

	HABL
	It is simple really if you don't want to have kids that is your choice however if you change your mind later don't expect the taxpayer to pay for IVF etcetera.

I would conclude with let yeah who is prefect case the first stone.
	Comment

	RAIS
	As a lot of people said, it's everyone's choice. We have one four year old and that's the best gift we ever had. She comes before anyone. We put our life on hold to take care of her needs and absolutely love it. That's what's our parents did for us and theirs for them. We believe in unconditional love and sacrifices and that creates very strong family bond. As for some said kids are waste of money, that saddens me. To my wife and I, the love we get from our daughter is priceless. All the money we make we spend a whole lot of it on our daughter, our parents and family members who have hard lives. Maybe that's why God gives us more and blesses us with happiness.
	Comment

	JOAS
	Environmentally - if you bring your kids up to care about the earth and kind to others then you are doing the earth a favour by having them [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	NICR
	What was the name of the person mentioned at the end regarding having had a kid and then realising it was the worst decision she'd ever made?
	Comment

	DEWE
	Its surely a choice, some choose to have kids.
	Comment

	WOHU
	Aye Pfft. Kids are awesome.
	Comment

	MIWE
	We are hopefully going to have kids - who will later on in life contribute to our and everyone else's pension. What do people without kids contribute?
	Comment

	MARM
	Umm we contribute our taxes to everyone else’s kids’ education, healthcare etcetera so that’s a stupid argument.
	Reply

	DARE
	Really MIWE? You actually believe that?
	Reply (Edited)

	SUDU
	I wonder if these people who do not want children realize that there will be no grandchildren … Love my kids and love my grandies more.
	Comment

	MIHO
	Gosh I get it. Wouldn't give my two boys back but sure changes your life. I say respect all. Why would they have kids if they don't want them.
	Comment

	SHHO
	What? @ JAWE you don’t even know me, do you speak three languages? I guess not.
	Comment

	DEWO
	Lonely at Christmas when you are sixty I bet!!
	Comment

	SHAY
	Lucky buggers :(
	Comment

	TOCO
	Will I suppose if we all did that we would be a dying race.
	Comment

	CALO
	By choosing not to have children, you're depriving yourself of the greatest love of all.
	Comment

	SHMU
	I had my son at nineteen I’m now twenty-one an I’m having a sixth month break without my son and my days feel longer and meaningless.
	Comment

	JION
	They don't know what they are missing out on.
	Comment

	DEUR
	Also having kids in New Zealand means they only have access from birth to be half a person in Aussie land at least if they are born in North America or Europe they access to five hundred million and three hundred million odd people more options! To make money than living here! New Zealand is great but from a trying to get ahead point of view it's not the place for that!
	Comment

	TAST
	Slow news day I see.
	Comment

	AMAR
	And there are singles who are loving a hassle free time too! Of course possible downside is never a mum or grand mum. There's no guarantee your kids would honour you or want to help anyway.
	Comment

	DEPA
	I have often wondered how nice this would be - free - charm and lots more money freedom to travel and never have to be home in time for school - sounds wonderful.
	Comment

	CHFR
	We all have choices, but personally even through bad times, they do pass and the results are amazing. The grandchildren make life really worthwhile - the kids - well I think perhaps I should have put two legs in one pantyhose!
	Comment

	LYMC
	That was very interesting.
	Comment

	MEMI
	No I wouldn’t because children cost too much money to cloth feed, educate. Why have babies when we have a rich kid hating government. If I had the money I would get my tubes tied.
	Comment (Edited)

	MOCU
	Children need both parents while they still young …
	Comment

	MSND
	They probably are dog or cat owners thinking they are parents to them both because that's their children LOLs. And there is nothing wrong if those child free couples don't want to have babies, but they can always change their own minds afterwards, when they found out their own time clock of Mother/Fatherhood has run out'. Because it does! But no worries there is always Adoption” [smiley face emoji]
	Comment

	WAJA
	WHO CARES
	Comment

	STCO
	Don't have kids!!!!! … unless they're like mine!!
	Comment

	JIAD
	I don't have any kids - I do have four children, they are lovely youngsters and I am proud of them all - and yes, I tell them how much I love them all the time. There is nothing they can do to hurt or upset me, and they can come home to a warm welcome anytime, our house is their house.
	Comment

	SUST
	They will regret it in later years when they have no offspring to leave anything to, including a lifetime’s worth of invaluable knowledge.
	Comment

	DEUR
	In a place like New Zealand depends if you can afford it? And also the fact that the kids miss out on access to other country's! New Zealand is still very isolated!
	Comment

	MAWI
	Mine have grown and left home, I'm free. 
	Comment

	LIPO
	Gulp. Who's going to  look after us when we get old?
	Comment

	MARM
	I'll use all the money I've saved by not having children to look after myself.
	Reply

	DARE
	Hang on MARM, that's personal responsibility, rational thinking and planning for your future! Ah, now I see why you're on my side of the fence.
	Reply
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