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Exercises
Chapter 12: Handling missing data: The importance of what we do not know
Missing data
Load the file “Cleaning and missing data”. To check which data are missing, run a Frequencies analysis in SPSS (or equivalent in your chosen software). Run it for all three variables at once. 

FREQUENCIES VARIABLES=Height Length Age
  /ORDER=ANALYSIS.

Look at the output. Of 100 ostensible cases, there are missing values for each variable. Try it. How many missing values are there for each of Height, Age and Length? What would you do about the missing values in a substantive analysis, like a comparison between people’s Age and Height? Suggestion is in Chapter 12. 

Cleaning data
Look more carefully at the output. Given what you know about heights, ages etc. Don’t a couple of the values appear odd? For example, what would you do about a negative height for a person, or an age of 999? We could just delete them as impossible, so adding them to the missing values. But just before doing that, are any of these impossible values clearly just a typing error that you could correct? Discuss with others.
