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Group and individual tasks
Chapter 7: Writing assignments, reports and dissertations
Essay 2
There are many differences between an essay receiving a fail and one receiving 75%. The first most important difference is the amount of time that has been spent on the essay. Clearly someone who has got 75% has spent more time gathering information & sources and also spent more time completing the essay. Time management is very important in essay writing as you must break down your time for planning, gathering information and completing your essay.
Another difference between an essay given 75% and one failing is that they are both likely to have different structures. All essays must have a structure. A beginning that sets the scene, a middle that tells you the main chunk of the argument or knowledge & they must also have an ending that concludes your essay. All good essays are structured like this as it makes assignments stand out and appeal more because of the way that the structure keeps your essay flowing by connecting the different paragraphs.
The content of information in the two essays must logically be totally different. The essay receiving 75% must have gathered more relevant information & then linked and explained all the information in an effective way as it is quite a high scoring essay. Tutors only give high marks if all the information is relevant and that a student has explained what it has to do with the essay question. You must also reference your sources so that there is no plagiarism occurring.
Most obviously, the student who failed the essay did not put effort into their work.
The essay scoring high marks must have used many different ways to explain what they are trying to explain. To gain high marks, students must make a point, show an example of the point and then thoroughly explain what they are trying to explain. Obviously, one high scoring essay writer used this technique as tutors look for this all the time when marking essays.
Planning is another very important part of essay writing. Planning is always good as it allows you to really understand what you are going to include in your essay. From looking at the two marks from the essay, clearly we can see that the high scoring essay has put much effort into planning their work compared to the failed essay who must have rushed everything and not used their planning time effectively.
As we can see, these two essays must be completely different. We cannot say for definite what the differences are, but by looking at what the tutors ask for in an essay, we can gather that both of these essays must be completely different and by reading both, you will be able to identify the real differences in the pieces of work.
