Selecting Your Sample Size
These exercises will hopefully help you to consider what a representative sample along with the kind of amount of data to work with in a research project at undergraduate or M- level. For discussion of this exercise, please see the file Sample Size – Discussion.

Exercise 1
Try and answer each part and looking at the solutions provided before moving on to the next.
Part A1 ‒ assume there is a proposal to set up a new pre-school and you are seeking to gain an insight into what the priorities are for those who might use it. You are anticipating a hundred parents using it in any one week. How would you start getting some reasonable amount of data to be able to undertake some descriptive analysis of possible priorities? 
Part B1 – having collected the amount of data indicated from Part A, and done some analysis of it, you now find you want to delve more deeply into some of the findings to try and ascertain the ‘why’ behind the responses. In short you want to move into some interpretivist research. What numbers would you now think of working with? How might you work with them?


Exercise 2 
The Wolf Report (2011) on vocational education for 14‒19 year olds recognised the importance of having Maths and English GCSE irrespective of any career path chosen. One of its recommendations was that students under 19 who do not have GCSE A*‒C in English and/or Maths should be required, as part of their programme, to pursue a course which either leads directly to these qualifications, or which provides significant progress towards future GCSE entry and success. Since its implementation there has been some consternation amongst those who teach these courses, as many students who may not have achieved the required grade at school have been resistant to being, as they see it ‘forced’ to take them. You want to know what your Level 2 students in your teaching establishment think of having to repeat taking Maths GCSE.
Part A2 ‒ you teach 80 students (4 groups, all mixed ability) and you have easy access to them all. Who do you sample, how many, which groups?
Part B2 ‒ now what if the 80 students you teach were in fact set into ability groups?
Part C2 ‒ how might your sample size in the above change if you wanted to get a feel for the view of all L2 students in your workplace (3000; 150 groups; dispersed across a relatively wide geographical area)?
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