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Chapter 8: One stop to go: Preparing for thesis submission and the viva
Viva – example questions

These are examples of the type of questions that might be asked during a viva. Please note that we would not expect all of these questions to be asked and not necessarily in the order we have given. Further probing questions may also be asked in response to the way that you replied to earlier questions.
In addition to the questions below, we would expect questions will also be asked in relation to the methodology used, the underlying philosophy, the theoretical framework used and the specific subject area.
	Please summarise the aims, objectives, method/design and key findings of your study (sometimes referred to as the five-minute thesis).
	Please summarise your thesis in one sentence.
	What does your study add to the current body of knowledge?
	What motivated you to undertake this study?
	Tell us how your research question / hypothesis was developed
	What shaped/informed your literature review?
	In what ways did your literature review inform your research question / hypothesis?
	What alternatives to your chosen methodology did you consider?
	Why were these other methodologies rejected?
	What were ethical challenges did this study present and how did you address them?
	Please summarise your key findings?
	How do you know that your findings are correct?
	What are the implications of your findings?
	Please summarise the study’s strengths/weaknesses
	What impact may your prior personal knowledge and experiences have had on the ways in which the research was conducted and your interpretation of the findings?
	During the conduct of this study, what unexpected challenges occurred and how did you tackle them?
	If you were to do this study again, what aspects would you change and why?
	Tell us about your professional development during the doctorate.
	Tell us about the academic support you have received during your doctorate
	What have you learned about research through doing this doctorate?
	What advice would you give to a student / academic about to embark on a doctorate
	What are your plans for the dissemination of this work?
	What are your plans for potential post-doctoral work?
	Is there anything else about this study or your doctoral experiences that you would like to tell us?
