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Course Overview

This course will introduce students to the modern homeland security environment in the United States.  Emphasis will be placed on policies and systems designed to prevent, respond to, and mitigate terrorist incidents.  Discussions critically investigate and assess contemporary terrorism, and how governments and homeland security agencies respond to domestic threats.  In light of domestic terrorist incidents in Oklahoma City, on September 11, 2001, and the Boston Marathon bombing, as well as domestic hate crimes, the course will also weave a thread of response options and alternative policies and procedures throughout the semester.  The role of public administrative agencies will be highlighted.


The course is organized into four thematic sections: Part 1 provides a conceptual context for understanding homeland security.  Part 2 investigates threats and vulnerabilities.  Part 3 focuses on preparedness, response, and recovery including countering plausible threat scenarios in the United States.  Finally, Part 4 looks at ongoing considerations for homeland security.
Learning Goals and Objectives


The primary goal of this course is to give you an understanding of the underlying theories for designing an effective homeland security enterprise, as well as how government agencies are configured to carry out the mission of protecting the homeland from terrorist threats.  You will be challenged to critically assess the modern homeland security environment and specific domestic threat scenarios.  You will also be challenged to evaluate whether the configuration of homeland security systems is an effective system for countering the terrorist threat - indeed, can an absolutely secure system be designed?  After participating in this course, you will:

· Be able to discuss how American public administrative agencies, including law enforcement and national security agencies, deal with the problem of securing the nation from the possibility of violence emanating from domestic and international extremists.

· Understand the underlying theories that explain the origins of homeland security systems, and how one should define “homeland security.”

· Clearly differentiate the modern homeland security and terrorist environments from past environments.

· Demonstrate familiarity with the different systems which make up the homeland security enterprise.

Course Requirements

Weekly readings will be assigned from the following texts: 

Martin, G.  (2014).  Understanding homeland security.  Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications. 

List additional books or articles.

You are required to read each assignment, and come to each session prepared to participate in class discussion.  It is critical that you read assigned chapters prior to attending class, because you should be prepared to participate in class discussion of each week’s topic.  The class format will be lecture and discussion.


Attendance.  You are expected to attend class.  The instructor reserves the right to monitor class attendance.


Grades.  Four quizzes, and a 7 to10 page research paper due on the last day of class will determine course grades. The instructor reserves the right to also grade students for outstanding effort.  You must sit for the quizzes on the dates they are scheduled.  Further explanation of grading criteria is included below in this syllabus.
Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

Absolutely no cheating will be permitted in this course.  Plagiarism is a type of cheating and will not be permitted.  Note:  All University/Agency rules and procedures apply to this class.
Schedule of Course Meetings
First Meeting
Course Overview

“An Introduction to Homeland Security” (begin)

PART 1:  Foundations of Homeland Security
Second Meeting
“An Introduction to Homeland Security” (end)

“Policy and History—Defining Homeland Security”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 1

Group Debate/Presentation

PRIVATE 
Third Meeting
 “Homeland Security and the All-Hazards Umbrella”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 2 

Group Debate/Presentation

PRIVATE 
Fourth Meeting
 “Legal Foundations of Homeland Security”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 3

Group Debate/Presentation

PRIVATE 
Fifth Meeting
 Quiz #1: Chapters 1, 2, 3
 “Civil Liberties and Securing the Homeland”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 4 

Submit Research Paper Topics

PRIVATE 
Sixth Meeting
 “Agencies and Missions: Homeland Security at the Federal Level” 


Text:
Martin, Chapter 5

Group Debate/Presentation
PRIVATE 
Seventh Meeting
 “Agencies and Missions: Homeland Security at the State and Local Level”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 6 


Group Debate/Presentation

PART 2:  Threats and Vulnerabilities
PRIVATE 
Eighth Meeting
“Sea Change: The New Terrorism and Homeland Security”

Text:
Martin, Chapter 7

Group Debate/Presentation

PRIVATE 
Ninth Meeting
 Quiz #2:  Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7
 “The Threat at Home: Domestic Terrorism”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 8

Submit Research Paper Outlines
PRIVATE 
Tenth Meeting
 “Porous Node: Specific Vulnerabilities”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 9 

Group Debate/Presentation

Eleventh Meeting
“Critical Resources: Preparedness and Planning”

Text:
Martin, Chapter 10

Group Debate/Presentation


Resolve All Remaining Research Paper Topics
PRIVATE 
Twelfth Meeting
PRIVATE 
“Always Vigilant: Intelligence and Hardening the Target”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 11

Group Debate/Presentation

PRIVATE 
Thirteenth Meeting
Quiz #3:  Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11
 “Critical Outcomes: Response and Recovery”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 12 

PART 3:  Homeland Security: An Evolving Concept

PRIVATE 
Fourteenth Meeting
 “The Future of Homeland Security”


Text:
Martin, Chapter 13 


Group Debate/Presentation

PRIVATE 
Final Meeting (Note:  Research papers are due today!!)
Quiz #4: Chapters 12, and 13
OR Comprehensive Examination
GRADING CRITERIA

The Final grade will be calculated from the following formula:

Quizzes and Presentations
80%

80 points

(Grade Points) x .80

Paper



20%

20 points

(Grade Points) x .20

TOTALS


100%

100 points



4.00

The grade points will be calculated from the University’s letter grade point scale.  Thus, an “A” letter grade is 4.0 grade points, a “B” letter grade is 3.0 grade points, a “C” letter grade is 2.0 grade points, and a “D” letter grade is 1.0 grade points.

EXAMINATION FORMAT

Each of the four quizzes will have three sections as follows:

Terminology:  You will be examined about the language of the field.

Short Answer:  You will be asked to briefly explain some element of the course’s subject matter.

Short Essay:  You will write short essays about a concept covered in class.

RESEARCH PAPER

The research paper must be original work directly relevant to the course.  Proper citations must be given using accepted citation formats, and the paper must contain the following sections:

Introduction:

Introduce the topic and explain the purpose of the paper.

Issue Identification:
Identify a problem.

Background:

Provide a short factual overview.

Analysis:

A reasoned discussion of the problem.

Conclusion:

Your conclusion after evaluating the problem.
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