Activity   13
Evaluating Science 
in the Media
STUDENT HANDOUT
Monitor various forms of media over the next week. This can include television news programmes, online news­papers, social media, radio stations and direct mailings, for example. Your task is to take note of science reports when they appear in any media that you are monitoring. When you do this, consider the following questions:
1	Can you tell whether the media is reporting reputable or flawed science? Your brainstorm list will help you to think about these issues.
2	What clues can you identify that help you to decide whether the research is reputable or flawed? Are these similar to the list developed during the brainstorm, or can you identify other clues that were not listed?
3	How is the science reported? For example, is the tone positive or negative, supportive or critical? Does this have an influence on whether the research is seen to be reputable or flawed?
4	Can you identify flawed statements or assertions in the media report? Why are they flawed?
5	Is it actually possible to decide whether science is reputable or flawed by how it is reported in the media? What further information should be reported to help you decide? If this information has not been included in the report, why do you think this is the case?

