Activity   26
Justifying your Research Topic
STUDENT HANDOUT
Produce a justification for your research topic. In doing so, consider the following questions:
 1	What is your reason for choosing this topic? Is this reason valid, reliable and justifiable?
 2	Does the topic provide enough scope to work at the right intellectual level?
 3	What is exciting about your topic?
 4	Why is research on this topic needed?
 5	How can you add to existing knowledge, or develop new knowledge, on this topic?
 6	What is original about this topic or your approach to the topic?
 7	What is the likelihood of success in your research, when compared with other work in this field and in its own right?
 8	Why is your research useful and worthwhile?
 9	Who benefits from your research, and how? This could be individuals, groups, specific organizations or the wider public, for example.
10	What is the expected impact of your research? ‘Impact’ includes the societal and economic benefits to be gained from your research.
Once you have produced a justification for your research topic, prepare a 10-minute oral presentation to give to your fellow students. They can ask questions about your topic justification, so be prepared to answer these and defend your chosen topic. You can also put questions to other students, so think of some questions that you might ask after they have made their presentation.

