Activity   27
Defending Methodology
STUDENT HANDOUT
Prepare a defence of your chosen research methodology. You will need to make a short verbal presentation to the rest of the group in which you defend your methodology. Other students will be able to ask questions at the end of your presentation, so think about what they might ask and prepare some answers. You will also be able to ask questions about the methodologies of other students, so prepare some questions that you can ask. Each student will be allocated a total of 10 minutes for their presentation and for questions from other students.
Consider the following questions when you prepare your defence:
1	Why have you chosen this particular methodology?
2	Why is your chosen methodology the most appropriate for your research topic?
3	What other methodologies could have been chosen and why were they rejected?
4	How does your methodology help you to work towards answering your research question?
5	How does your chosen methodology fit with your epistemological standpoint and theoretical perspective?
6	Is it possible to refine, combine or alter your methodology (if required) yet still retain a coherent epistemological position?
When you prepare your defence, take care to avoid methodological fundamentalism. This implies that your methodology is the one true approach and that all other methodologies are flawed and/or inferior. Be prepared to critique your methodology and change, adapt or combine it with others where necessary. You may find that some alterations are required after you have completed this activity and received feedback from other students.

