Activity   51
Reading Scientific Material
STUDENT HANDOUT
Consider the following real-life statements made by students who are new to reading scientific material at university. Discuss each statement with your group members and identify solutions to the stated problems and/or come up with practical methods that can be used to overcome the problems that the students have articulated.
1	I hated science at school. I always did really badly in exams and now I’m really worried about having to read all this scientific stuff at university ’cos I know I will do badly again.
2	It might sound weird, but I’m actually scared of maths. I get really nervous when I see all those figures in a report or book.
3	I go blank when I see tables and charts and graphs and equations and things. I don’t understand them. It’s like I’m maths and science dyslexic or something.
4	I can’t get to grips with all the scientific jargon: they just seem to write in a way that nobody can understand.
5	I really don’t know how to go about reading a scientific paper. It seems so complicated and I seem to switch off.
6	There’s so much scientific material available related to our course. How on earth do you go about reading it all? Where do you get the time?
7	I can’t critique a scientific paper. I don’t know what I’m talking about. They are the experts, not me. It makes me feel like I’m a fraud or a young upstart or something.

