Activity   66
Knowing about Data 
Protection
STUDENT HANDOUT
Consider the following real-world cases. In your group, identify the type of data protection breach that has taken place and decide what action should have been taken to prevent the breach.
Case 1
An employee of a national retail chain took home a laptop that contained the unencrypted pension details of 26,000 employees. The laptop was stolen from the employee’s home.
Case 2
A university published screenshots in an online training manual to demonstrate the use of particular university systems. The screenshots contained details such as names, addresses and dates of birth of 177 former students and staff.
Case 3
A postgraduate student wrote down the name, address, gender and date of interview of all his research participants. He stored them in a communal, unlocked filing cabinet in a room used by seven other postgraduate students. Some of the information had gone missing when he next accessed the filing cabinet.
Case 4
A member of staff working for a healthcare trust lost two memory sticks containing the unencrypted personal details of patients.
Case 5
A researcher accidentally emailed a spreadsheet containing the personal details of research participants to every colleague in the university department.



