Activity   70
Writing Journal Papers
STUDENT HANDOUT
Consider the following advice when writing and submitting a journal article:
	Follow all journal house style guidelines, making sure that your paper is of the correct style and length and that it is pitched at the right level for the journal readers.
	Produce a good title. This should be clear and concise and include all the essential words in the right order. It should not trivialize your research, nor oversell it. Ambiguous, misleading or unnecessary words should be avoided.
	Pay close attention to the abstract (or lead). Make sure that it grabs attention and points to your methodology and the original contribution to knowledge. Abstracts are copyright free and can be made available online. Journal editors will be keen for other researchers to read your article, based on your abstract. Ensure that it makes sense when read in isolation.
	Ensure that your article is robust, plausible and based on sound and credible methodology.
	Think about why papers are rejected and ensure that you avoid these mistakes. There are various reasons for rejection:
	The content and/or style of the paper are not suitable for the journal.
	The author has not followed journal guidelines about house style, length and content.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The paper is presented poorly and contains too many errors.
	The title, abstract and introduction are poorly constructed and uninformative. They do not grab attention.
	The research does not add to existing knowledge. The study replicates existing work and does not provide anything new.
	The research question is not specified or is not answered.
	The conceptual framework is badly developed.
	The methodology is flawed.
	There is not enough information about the methodology and/or research methods. It is unclear how the researcher has obtained the results that are being reported. It is impossible for others to check or verify the results.
o	References are out of date, cannot be accessed or are not relevant to the research question.
	Ask a fellow student to peer review your paper. Ask for honest feedback. Take on board all criticism and modify your paper accordingly. You can ask for opinions from other students, if you think it would be helpful.
	Submit your paper when you are happy. Follow all submission guidelines (most journals now accept email submissions). Make sure that all material (such as images, captions, keywords and abstract) is included when you submit. Also, you will need to ensure that you have the necessary permissions (to use images, poetry and prose, for example) before you submit.
	Once you have submitted your paper it will be sent for peer review. After this process there tend to be four outcomes: accept, accept with minor revisions, accept with major revisions or reject. The editor will provide a summary of the comments made by the reviewer(s) and you will need to make changes accordingly, if relevant. If your paper is accepted you will be asked to sign an ‘assignment of copyright’, a ‘licence to publish’ or a ‘publishing licence’. You should read this carefully to find out what you can and cannot do with your paper when it is published. Your paper will be copyedited and you will be required to proofread the final copy before it is published.


