Activity   81
Treating Participants 
with Respect
STUDENT HANDOUT
This activity is about treating research participants with respect. Over the next week monitor local and national newspapers, television, social media, micro-blogging sites, blogs, websites and any other relevant channel or platform. Look out for cases where researchers have not treated participants with respect (or where researchers have been disrespectful to participants). You can also look into historical cases where researchers have not treated their participants with respect. Take note of your findings and be prepared to discuss them when we next meet.
When you undertake this activity think about the following questions:
1	In what way have the participants not been treated with respect?
2	How has the research been reported? Have the problems with respect been highlighted in the report?
3	Have the participants themselves highlighted respect issues? If so, what have they said? Has this influenced their behaviour in any way?
4	What could or should the researcher have done differently, in your opinion?
5	How can these issues be resolved, if at all?
6	How can you ensure that you do not make similar mistakes when you carry out your research?

