Activity   88
Conducting Research with Vulnerable People
STUDENT HANDOUT
Develop a scenario, in your group, about a researcher who intends to conduct research with vulnerable people. Think about the research topic and the type of people who are to participate in the research (and why these people are considered ‘vulnerable’). Think also about the research methods that are to be used. You may also want to say a little more about the researcher: who the researcher works for, their position within the organization, how much experience they have in conducting research and working with vulnerable people, for example. You can include any additional information that you wish, such as who is funding the research or the intended purpose and impact of the research.
Once you have developed your scenario, think about potential ethical dilemmas concerning research with vulnerable people that could be faced by the researcher in your scenario. Develop these into a series of bullet points or questions that you can discuss with your classmates when we next meet. You will be allocated 20 minutes to present your scenario and discuss your ethical dilemmas.

