Activity   99
Generating Theory Inductively and Deductively
STUDENT HANDOUT
A ‘debate’ is a structured argument in which two sides speak for and against a particular contention. In this case one group is to argue for inductive theory generation and the other is to argue for deductive theory generation. You must prepare, in your group, your arguments ready for a debate in the next teaching session. Your group will be given two 10-minute slots in which to debate (alternating with your opponents). You will also need to prepare a rebuttal of the arguments presented by your opponents.
The following tips will help you to prepare for your debate:
	Use your time wisely: you will be given two 10-minute slots. Ensure that you have enough material to fill these slots and practise presenting your material within the allotted time. Divide your material and time between team mates so that you know who is speaking at what time and what they are going to say.
	Pay close attention to your introduction, main argument (and evidence to back up your argument) and conclusion. Define your topic.
	Take care to avoid factually, morally or logically flawed arguments.
	Think about and understand the key arguments that will be put forward by your opponents and prepare a suitable rebuttal. Ensure that you offer evidence for your rebuttal.
	Think about how your opponents will refute your arguments and prepare a defence. Don’t use rhetorical questions as this will help your opponents to attack your arguments.
	During the debate, ensure that you argue as part of a team and take care not to contradict the arguments of your team members.
	Make good eye contact with team mates and with your opponents.
	Present your arguments in a confident and persuasive manner. Ensure that other students can understand what you are saying and vary your tone for interest. Don’t shout or get annoyed. Keep all arguments on an academic level and avoid personal comments: attack the arguments, not the person.
	Use notes to help you to present your argument and take notes during the debate to help with your rebuttal.
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