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Reading 1: The Promise
I.	The Individual and His Society
A.	Facts about history are also facts about individual men and women
B.	Individuals rarely understand the connections between self and world
C.	Men require a new quality of mind to be able to conceive of their global society and how it applies to their own inner lives
II.	Sociological Imagination
A.	Fruits
1.	Self-knowledge only as a result of knowledge of others
2.	Enables one to grasp history along with biography, and then their relations in the context of society
3.	Recognition of these fruits is the mark of a sociologist
B.	A social analyst who remains imaginatively abreast of these fruits, always asks three sorts of questions:
1.	What are the characteristics and inter-dynamics of a particular society?
2.	What are its influences on and how is this society influenced by its historical context?
3.	What type of human person does this society produce and how is the human person conceptualized within this society?
C.	A social analyst is able to oscillate between examining the scope and the varying minute aspects of a society, and to see the connections between the two while doing so
D.	The sociological imagination is the most fruitful type of self-consciousness
E.	The most fruitful aspect of the sociological imagination is its ability to distinguish between personal troubles of the individual and public issues of the society as a whole
1.	Troubles
a.	Occur within the character of the individual himself
b.	Pertain to those aspects of society he has direct contact with
c.	Are a private matter
d.	Refer to the experiences of an individual when values particular to him are being threatened
2.	Issues
a.	Transcend troubles
b.	Pertain to collections of milieux and how their overlapping and interpenetrating make up the larger structure of society
c.	A public matter
d.	The experience of the public when values held in general are threatened
e.	Additionally, the values themselves as well as the perceived threats are called into question by the society when an issue arises
f.	Often involves a crisis in institutional arrangements
3.	Further determinations between troubles and issues
a.	Example of unemployment
1.	1 out of 100,000
2.	15 million out of 50 million
b.	Example of war
1.	One man’s survival
2.	Causes, economics, politics, etc.
c.	Example of marriage
1.	Individual’s personal troubles in relating
2.	Statistics of success of the institution within its first 4 years
d.	Example of the metropolis
1.	An individual’s displeasure with aspects of city living
2.	The structural issues of a city’s ability to function
III.	Conclusions
A.	Understanding the bigger powers that be or threats to an individual’s troubles is necessary to help identify the problem, as well as the solution, that individual faces	Comment by CE: ED: Clarify this point.
B.	To possess the sociological imagination means to be aware of the social structure and to use that awareness sensibly to trace linkages among a great variety of milieux
