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D. Based on your examination of the frequency distribution and bar chart, you would conclude that attend has (circle one)

low dispersion.       high dispersion.

Explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the frequency distribution and bar chart.

E. Print the bar chart you obtained for this exercise.

5. (Dataset: NES2012. Variables: budget_deficit_x, inspre_self, presapp_scale.) We frequently describe public 
opinion by referring to how citizens distribute themselves on a political issue. Consensus is a situation in 
which just about everyone, 80–90 percent of the public, holds the same position, or very similar positions, on 
an issue. Dissensus is a situation in which opinion is spread out pretty evenly across all positions on an issue. 
Polarization refers to a configuration of opinion in which people are split between two extreme poles of an 
issue, with only a few individuals populating the more moderate, middle-of-the-road positions.

In this exercise you will decide whether consensus, dissensus, or polarization best describes public opinion, as 
measured by three NES2012 variables: opinions about reducing the federal budget deficit (budget_deficit_x), opinions 
on whether medical insurance should be provided by the government or by the private sector (inspre_self), and 
opinions about how well the president is performing his job (presapp_scale). The deficit reduction question is 
measured by a 7-point scale, from “Favor strongly” (point 1) to “Oppose strongly” (point 7). The medical insurance 
question also uses a 7-point scale, from “Favor government plan” (point 1) to “Favor private plan” (point 7). 
Presidential approval is measured by a 6-point scale, from “Disapprove” (point 0) to “Approve” (point 5).

A. Obtain frequency distributions and bar charts for budget_deficit_x, inspre_self, and presapp_scale. In the table 
that follows, write the appropriate percentage next to each question mark (?):

Favor reducing 
federal budget deficit

Valid 
percent

Medical insurance scale,  
self-placement

Valid 
percent

Favor strongly ? Government plan ?

Favor weakly ? 2 ?

Favor, leaning ? 3 ?

Neither ? 4 ?

Oppose, leaning ? 5 ?

Oppose weakly ? 6 ?

Oppose strongly ? Private plan ?

100.0 100.0

Presidential approval scale Valid percent

Disapprove ?

1 ?

2 ?

3 ?

4 ?

Approve ?

100.0


