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So that you can become familiar with histograms, run the analysis of age once again—only this time ask 
SPSS to produce a histogram instead of a bar chart. Click Analyze  Descriptive Statistics  Frequencies. Make 
sure age is still in the Variable(s) list. Click Statistics, and then uncheck all the boxes: Mean, Median, Mode, 
and Skewness. Click Continue. Click Charts, and then select the Histograms radio button in Chart Type. Click 
Continue. For this analysis, we do not need a frequency table. In the Frequencies window, uncheck the Display 
frequency tables box. (Refer to Figure 2-7.) Click OK.

This is a bare-bones run. SPSS reports its obligatory count of valid and missing cases, plus a histogram for 
age (Figure 2-9). On the histogram’s horizontal axis, notice the hash marks, which are spaced at 20-year 
intervals. SPSS has compressed the data so that each bar represents about 2 years of age rather than 1 year of age. 
Now scroll up the Viewer to the bar chart of age, which you produced in the preceding analysis. Notice that the 
histogram has smoothed out the nuance and choppiness of the bar chart, though it still captures the essential 
qualities of the age variable.

Figure 2-8 Statistics and Bar Chart (interval variable)


