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are satisfied that things look okay, follow the earlier-described procedure for copying Excel spreadsheets into the 
SPSS Data Editor (see Figure 11-3).

WRITING IT UP

Several of the datasets described thus far would provide great raw material for analysis. After inputting your 
data, you can let the creative juices flow—describing the variables, performing cross-tabulation and mean 
comparison analyses, running linear regression and logistic regression models. Rewarding findings are 
guaranteed. Yet at some point the analysis ends, and the writing must begin. It is at this point, as well, that two 
contradictory considerations often collide. On one hand, you have an embarrassment of riches. You have worked 
on your research for several weeks, and you know the topic well—better, perhaps, than does anyone who will 
read the paper. There may be a large amount of material that you want to include in your paper. On the other 
hand, you want to get it written, and you do not want to write a book. Viewed from an instructor’s perspective, 
the two questions most frequently asked by students are, “How should my paper be organized?” and “How long 
should it be?” (The questions are not necessarily asked in this order.)

Of course, different projects and instructors might call for different requirements. But here is a rough 
outline for a well-organized paper of 16–24 double-spaced pages (in 12-point font).

 I. The research question (3–4 pages)

 A. Introduction to the problem (1 page)
 B. Theory and process (1–2 pages)
 C. Propositions (1 page)

 II. Previous research (2–4 pages)

 A. Descriptive review (1–2 pages)
 B. Critical review (1–2 pages)

3. Make sure you are in
the Editor’s Data View,
not the Variable View.
Click in the upper-left
cell of the Data View.

4. Click Edit � Paste.
Switch to the Variable
View and provide better
variable names and labels.


