
144 Chapter 7

A. Think about how SPSS calculates Somers’s d. Assuming that each researcher is correct, SPSS should report 
(check all that apply)

�� a negative sign on Somers’s d for the polview3–spend3 relationship.

�� a positive sign on Somers’s d for the polview3–social_cons3 relationship.

�� a negative on Somers’s d for the polview3–racial_liberal3 relationship.

B. Run a cross-tabulation analysis for each of the relationships, using polview3 as the dependent variable and 
spend3, social_cons3, and racial_liberal3 as independent variables. Obtain Somers’s d for each relationship. 
Summarize your results in the following table. In the first three columns, enter the percentage of self-identified 
“conservatives” on polview3 for each value of the independent variable. For example, from the spend3 cross-
tabulation, record the percentage of conservatives among respondents who are “Conserv” (code 0 of spend3), 
the percentage of conservatives among respondents taking the “Mod” position (code 1 on spend3), and the 
percentage of conservatives among respondents who are “Liberal” (code 2 on spend3). For each relationship, 
record chi-square, chi-square’s P-value, and Somers’s d.

Code on independent 
variable∗

0 1 2 Chi-square P-value Somers’s d

Percent “Conservative” (spend3 
cross-tabulation)

? ? ? ? ? ?

Percent “Conservative” (social_cons3 
cross-tabulation)

? ? ? ? ? ?

Percent “Conservative” (racial_
liberal3 cross-tabulation)

? ? ? ? ? ?

∗For spend3, code 0 = “Conserv,” code 1 = “Mod”, and code 2 = “Liberal.” For social_cons3, code 0 = 
“Liberal,” code 1 = “Mod,” and code 2 = “Conserv.” For racial_liberal3, code 0= “Conserv,” code 1 = “Mod,” 
and code 2 = “Liberal.”

C. Consider the evidence you have assembled. Your analysis supports which of the following statements?  
(check three)

�� As values of spend3 increase, the percentage of respondents describing themselves as conservative 
decreases.

�� As values of social_cons3 increase, the percentage of respondents describing themselves as conservative 
increases.

�� The polview3–racial_liberal3 relationship is not statistically significant.

�� If the null hypothesis is correct, you will obtain the polview3–spend3 relationship less frequently than 5 
times out of 100 by chance.

�� If the null hypothesis is correct, you will obtain the polview3–racial_liberal3 relationship more frequently 
than 5 times out of 100 by chance.

D. Somers’s d for the polview3–social_cons3 relationship is equal to (fill in the blank) __________________. Thus, 
compared with how well we can predict polview3 by not knowing (complete the sentence) ________________________________

 

E. The three researchers make a friendly wager. The researcher whose favorite independent variable does the 
worst job predicting values of the dependent variable has to buy lunch for the other two. Who pays for 
lunch? (circle one)

Researcher 1        Researcher 2        Researcher 3


