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Click Cells and request column percentages. Click Statistics. Again we want chi-square, so make sure that the 
Chi-square box is checked. Because race is a nominal-level variable, we can’t use any of the ordinal statistics. 
But we can use Cramer’s V. In the Nominal panel, check the box next to “Phi and Cramer’s V.” Click 
Continue, and then click OK.

Before examining the statistics, consider the substantive relationships depicted in the cross-tabulations. 
Are there inter-regional differences in the patterns of the relationships? Among nonsoutherners, 29.5 percent 
of whites are Democrats, compared with 71.1 percent of blacks—a more than 40-percentage-point gap. What 
happens when we switch to respondents who reside in the South? Among southerners, the percentage of 
black Democrats increases to 76.9, whereas the percentage of white Democrats drops by about 11 points, to 
18.0 percent. These dynamics produce a racial gap that is considerably wider in the South (about 60 points) 
than in the non-South (about 40 points). Because the effect of race on partisanship is stronger in the South 
than in the non-South, we can conclude that interaction best describes this situation. Now let’s see what the 
statistics have to say.


