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Explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the percentages in part A. 

	

	

	

	

D.	 These findings: (circle one)

support Hypothesis 3.            do not support Hypothesis 3.

Explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the percentages in part A. 

	

	

	

	

E.	 Obtain a bar chart of the relationship between gay_marry and libcon3. You will want the vertical axis to 
depict the percentage of respondents in the “Yes” category of gay_marry. Remember that those who 
support same-sex marriage are coded 1 on the dependent variable. Using the Chart Editor, give the 
vertical axis a more descriptive title, such as “Percentage Favoring Same-sex marriage.” Change the default 
bar color to a color of your choosing. Print the bar chart you created.

3.	 (Dataset: NES2012. Variables: pres_vote12, econ_ecpast.) What factors determine how people vote in 
presidential elections? Political scientists have investigated and debated this question for many years. A 
particularly powerful and elegant perspective emphasizes voters’ retrospective evaluations. According to this 
view, for example, voters whose financial situations have gotten better during the year preceding the election 
are likely to reward the candidate of the incumbent party. Voters whose economic situations have worsened, 
by contrast, are likely to punish the incumbent party by voting for the candidate of the party not currently in 
power. As political scientist V. O. Key famously once put it, the electorate plays the role of “rational god of 
vengeance and reward.”6 Does Key’s idea help explain how people voted in the 2008 election?

A.	 Test this hypothesis: In a comparison of individuals, those who think the economy has improved during 
the year preceding the 2012 election were more likely to vote for the incumbent, Barack Obama, than 
were individuals who think the economy has not improved. Use these two variables from NES2012: 
pres_vote12 (dependent variable) and econ_ecpast (independent variable). Obtain a cross-tabulation of 
the relationship. Record the percentages voting for Romney and Obama in the table that follows:

PRE: National economy better/worse in last year 

R Vote, 2012 Better Same Worse Total

Obama ? ? ? ?

Romney ? ? ? ?

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

B.	 What do you think? Are the data consistent with the hypothesis? Write a paragraph explaining your 
reasoning, making specific reference to the evidence in part A.

	

	

	

	


