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2. Click the variable containing
identifying information about each
case into the Variables window.

3. Click the variable of
interest into the Grouping
Variable(s) window.

4. Uncheck the Limit
cases box.

1. Click Analyze Reports � Case �
Summaries

Figure 2-10 Obtaining Case Summaries

Suppose you are interested in identifying the countries that have the most equitable distribution of 
wealth, as well as those in which wealth is more concentrated in the hands of a few. The World dataset 
contains Gini10, the Gini coefficient for each country. The Gini coefficient measures wealth distribution on a 
scale that ranges from 0 (wealth is distributed equitably) to 100 (wealth is distributed inequitably). Exactly 
which countries are the most equitable? Which are the least equitable? Where does the United States fall on 
the list? Case Summaries can quickly answer questions like these. SPSS will sort the countries on the basis of a 
“grouping variable” (in this example, Gini10) and then produce a report telling you which countries are in 
each group.

With the World dataset open, click Analyze  Reports  Case Summaries. The Summarize Cases window 
opens (Figure 2-10). You need to do three things here:

 1. Click the variable containing the cases’ identities into the Variables window. In the World dataset, this 
variable is named Country, an alphabetic descriptor of each country’s name.


