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Thus, the narrative profile “the respondent is 22 years old, has a college degree, and is moderate” becomes 
“22 4 4” to SPSS. SPSS doesn’t really care what the numbers stand for. As long as SPSS has numeric data, it will 
crunch the numbers—telling you the mean age of all respondents or the modal level of educational attainment. 
It is important, therefore, to provide SPSS with labels for each code so that the software’s analytic work makes 
sense to the user. Accordingly, the SPSS Data Editor has two “views.” The Data View shows the codes that 
SPSS recognizes and analyzes. The Variable View, among other useful features, shows the word labels that the 
researcher has assigned to the numeric codes.

THE DATA EDITOR

Open the 2012 General Social Survey, GSS2012, and see how this works. (If you are using Student Version, open 
GSS2012_Student_A. You will use GSS2012_Student_A through Chapter 5.) Locate GSS2012 in the folder where 
you saved it. Double-click the file to open it. SPSS opens the data file and displays the Data Editor (Figure 1-1). 
Notice the two tabs at the bottom of the window: Data View and Variable View. Turn your attention to the Data 
View. (Make sure the Data View tab is clicked.) This shows how all the cases are organized for analysis. 
Information for each case occupies a separate row. The variables, given brief yet descriptive names, appear along 
the columns of the editor. You can tell that the first respondent in the dataset is 22 years old. You can also see 
that this respondent has a college degree (coded 4 on the variable named educ_4) and is a moderate (coded 4 on 
polviews). To paint a more complete word-portrait of this respondent, however, you need to see how all the 
variables are coded. To reveal this information, click the Variable View tab (Figure 1-2). This view shows 
complete information on the meaning and measurement of each variable in the dataset. (You can adjust the 
width of a column by clicking, holding, and dragging the column border.)

The most frequently used variable information is contained in Name, Label, Values, and Missing. Name is the 
brief descriptor recognized by SPSS when it does analysis. Names can be up to 64 characters in length, although 
they need to begin with a letter (not a number). Plus, names must not contain any special characters, such as dashes 
or commas, although underscores are okay. You are encouraged to make good use of Label, a long descriptor  

The first respondent in the dataset is
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Figure 1-1  SPSS Data Editor: Data View


