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Figure 4-6  Define Simple Line Window (default)

In SPSS idiom, “category axis” means x-axis or horizontal axis—the axis that represents values of the 
independent variable. Because, in the current example, pid_x is the independent variable, scroll down to pid_x 
and click it into the Category Axis box. We also want to graph the mean values of ft_hclinton for each category 
of pid_x. To do this, SPSS requires instruction.2 In the Line Represents panel, select the Other statistic radio 
button, as shown in Figure 4-7. The Variable box is activated. Now scroll the left-hand variable list until you find 
ft_hclinton, and then click ft_hclinton into the Variable box. SPSS moves ft_hclinton into the Variable box and 
gives it the designation “MEAN(ft_hclinton).” In Line Chart, whenever you request Other statistic and click a 
variable into the Variable box (as we have just done), SPSS assumes that you want to graph the mean values of 
the requested variable (as, in this case, we do).3 So this default serves our current needs. Click OK.

A line chart of the Hillary Clinton–party identification relationship appears in the Viewer (Figure 4-8). 
Line charts are at once simple and informative. You can see immediately the negative linear relationship 
between the independent and dependent variables. Note, too, the curious “blips” between Weak Democrats and 
Independent-Democratic Leaners—and between Independent-Republican Leaners and Weak Republicans.

Using Bar Chart
In most respects, Bar Chart is similar to Line Chart. However, a key difference between the two exists. In this guided 
example, you will obtain a bar chart of the relationship you analyzed earlier between party identification (the 
dependent variable pid_3) and income (the independent variable incgroup3). In the next section, we will take an 
excursion into the Chart Editor, which allows you to enhance the appearance and content of the charts you create.

Click Graphs  Legacy Dialogs  Bar. The Bar Charts window gives you the same set of choices as the Line 
Charts window. (See Figure 4-9.) Ensure that the same choices are selected: Simple and Summaries for groups of 
cases. Click Define. The Define Simple Bar window opens, and it, too, is identical to the Define Simple Line 
window in every detail. Because incgroup3 is the independent variable, it goes in the Category Axis box. Scroll to 


