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Consider the dramatically different effects of education for these two age groups. To be sure, the full effect 
of education is about the same for 26-year-olds (.87 – .03 = .84) and 65-year-olds (.97 – .14 = .83). But the 
patterns of marginal effects are not the same at all. For younger people with low levels of education 
(between 0 and 10 years of schooling), the probability of voting is extraordinarily low, in the range of 
.03–.31. The educational increment with the largest marginal effect—the increment in which the probability 
of voting switches from less than .50 to more than .50—occurs between 12 and 13 years of schooling. 
Compare the probability profile of younger respondents—sluggish marginal effects in the lower range of 
education, a high “switchover” threshold—with the probability profile of older respondents. Does education 
work the same way as we read down the column labeled “pre_65”? Here the probabilities start at a higher 
level (about .14) and build quite rapidly, in increments of .04 to .05, crossing the .50 threshold at a low level 
of education, between 6 and 7 years of schooling.13

When you use the MERs method to explore complex relationships, you will want to complement your 
analyses with appropriate graphic support. Consider Figure 10-11, a multiple line chart that has spent some 
“erasing” time in the Chart Editor. This chart instantly communicates the remarkably different ways in which 
education affects turnout for 26-year-olds (dashed line) and 65-year-olds (solid line). With one minor 
exception, the skills you developed earlier in this book will allow you to obtain an unedited version of this 
graphic. By using the editing skills you already have—and acquiring additional skills through practice and 
experimentation—you can create the edited version. Click Graphs  Legacy Dialogs  Line (Figure 10-12).  
In the Line Chart window, select Multiple. Here is something new: Instead of the default setting, “Summaries 
for groups of cases,” select the radio button next to “Summaries of separate variables,” as shown in  
Figure 10-12. Click Define. The Summaries of Separate Variables window is a reasonably familiar-looking sight 
(Figure 10-13). The variable whose effects we want to display, educ, goes in the Category Axis box. The two 
predicted-probability variables, pre_26 and pre_65, go in the Lines Represent panel. SPSS offers to graph mean 


