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The states dataset contains these two policy measures, which will serve as dependent variables: Abort_
rank3 and Gun_rank3. Both variables are identically coded, three-category ordinals. Codes range from 1 
(states having more restrictions) to 3 (states having fewer restrictions). Another three-category ordinal, cook_
index3, measures states’ partisan balance in three codes: 1 (Republican states), 2 (states with even balance), 
and 3 (Democratic states). This is the independent variable.

A. If pedantic pontificator is correct, as you compare states across increasing values of cook_index3—from 
Republican states, to even states, to Democratic states—the percentage of states having more restrictive 
abortion policies should (circle one)

decrease.        stay the same.        increase.

The percentage of states having more restrictive gun policies should (circle one)

decrease.        stay the same.        increase.

B. If pedantic pontificator is correct, you should find that states having higher codes on cook_index3 will have 
(circle one)

lower        higher

codes on Abort_rank3. You should also find that states having higher codes on cook_index3 will have 
(circle one)

lower        higher

codes on Gun_rank3.

C. Think about how SPSS calculates Somers’s d. If pedantic pontificator is correct, the Somers’s d statistic for the 
Abort_rank3–cook_index3 relationship will have a (circle one)

negative        positive

sign. The Somers’s d statistic for the Gun_rank3–cook_index3 relationship will have a (circle one)

negative        positive

sign.

D. Obtain the appropriate cross-tabulation analyses of the Abort_rank3–cook_index3 relationship and the Gun_
rank3–cook_index3 relationship. Make sure to request chi-square and Somers’s d. Browse the cross-tabulation 
results. In the table below, enter the percentage of Democratic states, even states, and Republican states having 
more-restrictive policies. In the Abort_rank3 row, for example, record the percentage states that are “more 
restrictive.” Similarly, in the Gun_rank3 row, enter the percentage of states that are “more restrictive.” For each 
relationship, record chi-square, chi-square’s P-value, and Somers’s d.

Dependent 
variable

More 
Republican Even

More 
Democratic Chi-square P-value Somers’s d

Abort_rank3
% more restrictive

? ? ? ? ? ?

Gun_rank3
% more restrictive

? ? ? ? ? ?


