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Figure 3-2  Recode into Different Variables Window

1. Click dem_marital
into this box.

2. Type “married”
in this box.

3. Type “Is R married?”
in this box. Click Change.

4. Click Old and
New Values.

Figure 3-3  Recoding a Categorical Variable

pops up (Figure 3-4). There are two main panels. In the left-hand, Old Value panel, we will tell SPSS how to 
combine the original codes for dem_marital. In the right-hand, New Value panel, we will assign codes for the 
new variable, which we have named married.

Let’s say that we want the new variable, married, to have two codes: code 1 for married respondents and 
code 0 for unmarried respondents. Plus, we need to make sure that any respondents who have missing 


