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In this exercise, you will test these ideas and see how well they stand up to the statistical evidence. Test 
Conventional Wisdom 1 by comparing the average number of siblings (GSS2012 variable sibs) for Protestants 
and Catholics (relig). Test Conventional Wisdom 2 by comparing mean authoritarianism scale scores 
(authoritarianism) for males and females (sex). The authoritarianism scale ranges from 0 (low 
authoritarianism) to 7 (high authoritarianism). 

A.	 Run the analyses. Record the results in the following table:

Conventional 
Wisdom 1

Conventional 
Wisdom 2

Mean difference ? ?

Lower 95% CI boundary of mean difference ? ?

Upper 95% CI boundary of mean difference ? ?

Does 95% CI contain 0? (Yes or No) ? ?

t-statistic ? ?

P-value ? ?

B. 	 Consider the following statement: “According to the statistical evidence, we can reject H0 for Conventional 
Wisdom 1.” Is this statement correct or incorrect? (circle one)

Incorrect                Correct

Explain your answer, making specific reference to the statistics in part A.

	

	

	

	

C.	 Consider the following statement: “The statistical evidence supports Conventional Wisdom 2.” Is this 
statement correct or incorrect? (circle one)

Incorrect                Correct

Explain your answer, making specific reference to the statistics in part A.

	

	

	

	

That concludes the exercises for this chapter. 

NOTES

1.	 To simplify the presentation of the material in this part of the chapter, values will be rounded to two decimal places.
2.	 SPSS performs this calculation at 32-decimal precision. So if you were to check SPSS’s math, using the mean difference and 

standard error that appear in the SPSS Viewer, you would arrive at a slightly different t-ratio than the value of t reported in 
the One-Sample Test table.


