
Making Comparisons 75

EXERCISES

1. (Dataset: NES2012. Variables: inspre_self, pid_x.) Here is a widely observed difference between Democrats 
and Republicans: Democrats favor government-funded medical insurance and Republicans prefer private 
insurance plans. Is this difference borne out by the data? Dataset NES2012 contains the variable inspre_self, a 
7-point scale that measures respondents’ opinions on this issue. Respondents indicate their opinions by 
choosing any position on this scale, from 1 (government plan) at one end to 7 (private plan) at the other end. 
This is the dependent variable. Use the 7-point party identification scale (pid_x) as the independent variable.

A. If Democrats are more likely than Republicans to favor government-funded medical insurance, then 
Democrats will have (check one):

�� a higher mean on inspre_self than do Republicans.

�� about the same mean on inspre_self as do Republicans.

�� a lower mean on inspre_self than do Republicans.

B. Using Analyze  Compare Means  Means, obtain a mean comparison that shows the mean score on 
the dependent variable, inspre_self, for each category of the independent variable, pid_x. Write the results 
in the table that follows:

Government/private medical insurance scale: self-placement
Party ID Mean N
Strong Democrat ? ?
Weak Democrat ? ?
Independent-Democrat ? ?
Independent ? ?
Independent-Republican ? ?
Weak Republican ? ?
Strong Republican ? ?
Total ? ?

C. Does your analysis support the idea that Democrats are more likely than Republicans to support 
government-funded medical insurance? (circle one)

Yes         No

Explain your answer, making specific reference to the results you obtained in part A. 

 

 

 

 

D. Suppose you overheard someone making this claim: “People might say they’re ‘Independent-Republicans,’ but 
when it comes to opinions about medical insurance, they’re closer to ‘Independent’ than to ‘Republican.’” Based 
on your analysis, is this claim correct? (circle one)

Yes         No

Explain your answer.

 

 

 

 


