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B.	 Examine your findings. Are the Pew findings borne out by the NES2012 data? Answer yes or no and 
explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the evidence you obtained in part A.

	

	

	

	

5.	 (Dataset: GSS2012. Variables: polviews, femrole.) Why do some people hold more traditional views about the 
role of women in society, whereas others take a less traditional stance? General ideological orientations, 
liberalism versus conservatism, may play an important role in shaping individuals’ opinions on this cultural 
question. Thus it seems plausible to suggest that ideology (independent variable) will affect opinions about 
appropriate female roles (dependent variable). The hypothesis: In a comparison of individuals, liberals will be 
more likely than conservatives to approve of nontraditional female roles.

GSS2012 contains femrole, a scale that measures opinions about the appropriate role of women. You 
analyzed this variable in Chapter 2. Recall that femrole ranges from 0 (women “domestic”) to 9 (women in 
“work”). That is, higher scores denote less traditional beliefs. This is the dependent variable. GSS2012 also has 
polviews, a 7-point ordinal scale measuring ideology. Scores on polviews can range from 1 (“Extremely 
liberal”) to 7 (“Extremely conservative”). This is the independent variable.

A.	 According to the hypothesis, as the values of polviews increase, from 1 through 7, mean values of femrole 
should: (circle one)

decrease.            neither decrease nor increase.            increase.

B.	 Test the hypothesis using Compare Means  Means. Write the results in the table that follows:

Female role: home, work

Ideological self-identification Mean N

Extremely liberal ? ?

Liberal ? ?

Slightly liberal ? ?

Moderate ? ?

Slightly conservative ? ?

Conservative ? ?

Extremely conservative ? ?

Total ? ?

C.	 Overall, would you say that the results generally support the hypothesis, or do the results not support the 
hypothesis? (circle one)

The results support the hypothesis.            The results do not support the hypothesis.

Explain your reasoning, making specific reference to the evidence in part A. 

	

	

	

	

D.	 Obtain a line chart of this relationship. Print the line chart you created.


