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Table 5.17 shows that the control variables are also related to the independent 
variable of interest. Blacks are less likely to have higher family incomes than are 
Whites, Blacks are less likely to have parents with a higher education than Whites, 
and Blacks are less likely to be in two-parent families than are Whites. The results 
of the bivariate analysis show that family income, parental education, and family 
structure are related to the dependent variable and that Blacks are disadvantaged on 
these variables compared with Whites. The results of the bivariate analysis suggest 
that controlling for family income, parental education, and family structure should 
explain part of the disadvantage that Blacks have compared with Whites in attend-
ing private school. The next question then is, to what degree do the control variables 
explain the disadvantage in attending private school for Blacks compared with 
Whites?

Table 5.18 shows the one-at-a-time model without controls. When we compare 
Models 2, 3, and 4 with Model 1, we see that although the coefficient for the  

Table 5.18 � One-at-a-Time Without Controls With Private High 
School as Dependent Variable

Independent 
Variable

Model

1 2 3 4 5

B B B B B

Black −.37* −.13 −.19* −.27* −.02

Other Race/
Ethnicity

−.34* −.21* −.21* −.32* −.14*

Family Income — .06* — — .04*

2-Yr. Degree — — .42* — .36*

4-Yr. Degree. — — 1.41* — 1.10*

Grad. Degree — — 1.78* — 1.24*

Bio./Step. — — — −.89* −.71*

Single — — — −.69* −.32*

Other Fam. — — — −.89* −.54*

Intercept −1.47 −2.16 −2.48 −1.20 −2.56

–2 log-
likelihood

17,999.3 16,639.8 16,660.5 17,606.9 15,859.1

*p < .05.


