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= [(1.78 − 5.06)/5.06] × 100 = 64.8%

Family income, parental education, and family structure were effective control 
variables because the variables were strongly related to the dependent variable and 
strongly related to the independent variable of interest. In the regression in Table 5.8, 
those with higher family incomes had higher math scores than those not with high 
family incomes, those with higher parental education had higher math scores than 
those not with higher parental education, and those in two-biological-parent families 
had higher math scores than those not in two-biological-parent families.

Table 5.9 illustrates how family income, parental education, and family structure 
are strongly related to attending private school. Those in private school have higher 

Table 5.9 � Percentages for Control Variables by Type 
of School

Family Income ($) Public Private

0–35,000 30.2 10.5

36,000–75,000 33.5 21.5

76,000–115,000 19.0 23.7

116,000+ 17.3 44.3

Total 100.0 100.0

Parental Ed. Public Private

< HS or HS Only 39.5 15.0

2-Yr. Degree 22.2 13.1

4-Yr. Degree 22.6 35.9

Grad. Degree 15.7 36.0

Total 100.0 100.0

Family Structure Public Private

Two Bio. Parents 53.7 72.3

Bio./Step. 15.1 8.3

Single Parent 21.7 14.3

Other Fam. 9.5 5.1

Total 100.0 100.0


