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coefficient in Model 2 is −.19 and decreases to −.02 in Model 5 for a decrease in 
the coefficient of .17. The Black coefficient also decreases when parental educa-
tion is added, going from −.07 in Model 3 to −.02 in Model 5 for a decrease of 
.05. The decrease in the Black coefficient is smallest when family structure is 
added, going from −.05 in Model 4 to −.02 in Model 5 for a decrease of .03.

The analyses of the relative contributions of family income, parental education, 
and family structure that used the one-at-a-time without controls approach and the 
one-at-a-time with control approach were similar in saying the family income had the 
strongest explanatory power in explaining Black/White differences in attending pri-
vate school. Both approaches showed that parental education was next in explanatory 
power followed by family structure. However, the relative amount of the Black coeffi-
cient explained by each variable was different in each approach as a result of the large 
amount of influence shared by the three factors.

Table 5.20 illustrates a step approach. The focus is on what role does family struc-
ture play in explaining the lower chances of attending private school for Black  
students compared with White students. First, family income and parental education 
are controlled since both variables are related to private school attendance and to 
family structure. Model 2 shows that the Black/White difference in private school 
attendance decreases to nonsignificance when family income and parental education 

Table 5.20 � Step Model With Private High School as 
Dependent Variable

Independent Variable

Model

1 2 3

B B B

Black −.37* −.05 −.02

Other Race/Ethnicity −.34* −.15* −.14*

Family Income — .04* .04*

2-Yr. Degree — .36* .36*

4-Yr. Degree. — 1.15* 1.10*

Grad. Degree — 1.30* 1.24*

Bio./Step. — — −.71*

Single — — −.32*

Other Fam. — — −.54*

Intercept −1.47 −2.77 −2.56

–2 log-likelihood 17,999.3 16,010.4 15,859.1

*p < .05.


