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Next, I estimate the relationship between parental education and the top 25% in 
math by using an interval variable and a linear coefficient. The coefficient is significant 
at the .05 level and indicates that each additional unit of parental education results in 
a .55 higher log odds of top 25% in math.

Table 3.20 � Log Odds of Top 25% in Math Score by Parental 
Education

Parental Ed. Log Odds Top 25% Math Difference from < HS
< HS -2.39 .00
HS Only -1.86 .53
2-Yr. Degree -1.65 .74
4-Yr. Degree -.71 1.68
MA/MS -.28 2.11
PhD/MD .20 2.59

Table 3.21 � Logistic Regression of 
Parental Education on 
Top 25% in Math

Independent  
Variable B SE t
HS Only .53 .12 4.42

2-Yr. Degree .74 .12 6.17

4-Yr. Degree 1.68 .12 14.00

MA/MS 2.11 .12 17.58

PhD/MD 2.59 .13 19.92

Intercept -2.39 .11 —

Table 3.22 � Logistic Regression of 
Parental Education on 
Top 25% in Math

Independent
Variable B SE t

Parental Ed.     .55 .01 55.00

Intercept −3.04 .05 —


