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Black/White difference decreases when each control variable was added to the 
model, the decrease was largest for family income (−.37 to −.13). In fact, the Black/
White difference was not significant when family income was controlled. However, 
the Black/White difference decreased by almost one half when parental education 
was controlled, so parental education is also an important explanatory factor (−.37 to 
−.19). In addition, the Black/White difference decreased by about one third when 
family structure was controlled so family structure also has noticeable explanatory 
power (−.37 to −.27). The drawback to this one-at-a-time without controls analysis is 
that family income, parental education, and family structure are related to one 
another so they share explanatory power and each one captures that shared explana-
tory power when added to the model separately.

Table 5.19 shows the one-at-a-time with controls approach. In this case, 
Models 2, 3, and 4 are compared with Model 5. Again, the biggest decrease in the 
Black/White coefficient occurs when family income is controlled. The Black 

Table 5.19 � One-at-a-Time With Controls With Private High School as 
Dependent Variable

Independent 
Variable

Model

1 2 3 4 5

B B B B B

Black −.37* −.13 −.07 −.05 −.02

Other Race/
Ethnicity

−.34* −.20* −.20* −.15* −.14*

Family Income — — .06* .04* .04*

2-Yr. Degree — .41* — .36* .36*

4-Yr. Degree. — 1.34* — 1.15* 1.10*

Grad. Degree — 1.68* — 1.30* 1.24*

Bio./Step. — −.76* −.79* — −.71*

Single — −.43* −.47* — −.32*

Other Fam. — −.65* −.67* — −.54*

Intercept −1.47 −2.23 −1.91 −2.77 −2.56

–2 log-likelihood 17,999.3 16,455.8 16,414.5 16,010.4 15,859.1

*p < .05.


