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R esearchers use a variety of statistical packages to analyze data including widely 
available statistical packages such as IBM SPSS Statistics* (SPSS Corporation, 

Chicago, IL) and SAS (SAS Institute, Inc., Cary, NC) and more specialized packages 
such as STATA (StataCorp, College Station, TX) and R (R Development Core Team).

To preserve space, I will explain how to recode the variables that I referenced in 
this book by using SPSS syntax. I believe that the most important information con-
cerning recoding variables is the logic behind the recoding. Once that logic is under-
stood, creating recodes in other statistical software packages is a straightforward task.

In the following, I provide for each variable a short description, the SPSS recode 
syntax, and an example method for checking the recoding.

Chapter 2. Basic Statistical Procedures

PRIVATE 
(two categories: private, public)

RECODE x2control (2=1)(1=0) INTO private.

Appendix C
Creating HSLS Variables

x2control * private Crosstabulation
Count  

private Total
.00 1.00

x2control
1 16797 0 16797
2 0 3336 3336

Total 16797 3336 20133

*SPSS is a registered trademark of International Business Machines Corporation.


