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the administration’s path. On 30 August 1982, Cuban broadcasts disrupted 
WHO on 1040 kHz in Des Moines, Iowa; KSL on 1160 kHz in Salt Lake City, 
Utah; and several other stations across the United States.22 The FCC had 
assessed that at full power Cuba’s two 500 kW transmitters could be heard in 
Alaska and Hawaii.23 (See Figure 5.1.)

Farmers and truckers heard the Cuban broadcasts firsthand. The NAB, 
citing the broadcasts, became particularly active in advocating that 
Congress delay implementation.24 Members of the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, listening to their constituents, began to consider how 
best to respond.

The Senate Committee modified the Radio Marti legislation and reported it 
out of committee on 9 September, but, more important, on 21 December 1982 
the Senate declined, by voice vote, to take up the legislation. That defeat 
reflected the NAB’s lobbying and senators’ concerns about the potential for 
damage to their constituencies.25

Radio Marti legislation was revived at the beginning of the 98th Congress. 
House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Dante Fascell, a longtime 

Figure 5.1 ▸ Cuban Capabilities to Disrupt US Radio Broadcasting
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