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In an attempt to identify the 
shooter, investigators tried to iden-
tify all owners of rifles capable of 
firing a .223 round in Virginia and 
Maryland. They cross-referenced 
their findings to owners of white 
vans.27 Tips on such owners even 
came through the tip line. The 
leads, however, never resulted in a 
link to the shooter.

A Profile Emerges
The FBI stepped in to create a pro-
file of the killer for the investigation 
(see Figure 11.2). Although this 
profile was not released to the pub-
lic, a similar profile was extensively 
discussed by the media. The FBI 
profile described the attacks as

probably the work of a  
s ingle  shooter.   .   .   .  The 
sniper was likely angry, self- 
centered, and fascinated 

with weapons and violence. Probably the sniper had recently suffered 
a domestic or job related setback. He would stay in the Washington 
area, keep the same method of operation, and scout his shooting loca-
tions. The sniper was almost certainly male, was probably not a juve-
nile, and was not likely to display any sign of mental illness.28

The profile described an individual who frequented gun shows, was inter-
ested in books and movies about the military, and took pride in his prowess 
with firearms. He would most likely take calculated risks, not be confronta-
tional, and not be involved in a long-term relationship. He would come and go 
as he pleased. He would be hypersensitive and suspicious and pay close atten-
tion to media coverage.29

The profilers pointed out that although race could not be identified, “his-
torically similar cases have been perpetrated by white males.”30 The FBI profil-
ers could not find a link or common trait among the victims. They also 

Figure 11.2 ▸� FBI Profile of DC Sniper

• Single Shooter

• Adult White Male

• Washington Area

• Military Exposure

• Non-Confrontational

• Angry, Self-Centered

• Competent w/Firearms

• Little to No Criminal History

• Uninvolved Romantically




