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active role in suppressing the Taliban and al-Qaeda. Some observers claimed 
that the turmoil was driving Pakistan to “the brink” and left it “the main con-
tender for the title of most dangerous country on earth.”9 (See Map 8.1.)

About two hundred thousand supporters greeted Bhutto at the Karachi air-
port.10 The government deployed more than twenty thousand security person-
nel to maintain order. Despite her personal security worries, Bhutto refused a 
request by Pakistani authorities to use a helicopter.11 When leaving the airport 
en route to the tomb of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan, she 
also decided not to use the bulletproof glass cubicle mounted on her open-air 
truck. She stood at the front railing surrounded by other party officials.
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