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remained circumspect about 
both the physical effect that the 
amount of mercury found in 
the car could have on the fam-
ily and the possible circum-
stances under which the 
mercury had found its way into 
the vehicle. The Strasbourg 
assistant prosecutor of the case, 
Claude Palpaceur, stressed that 
the quantity of mercury found 
was probably not sufficient to 
cause serious health conse-
quences.28 One French police 
official cited possible explana-
tions for the mercury other 
than attempted poisoning, 
including that its presence 
could have been an accident or could have been associated with Moskalenko’s 
purchase of the car in August 2008.29

Previous Pressure Tactics
This was not the first time that Moskalenko’s struggles as a Russian human 
rights lawyer had captured headlines. Moskalenko also found herself in the 
spotlight in 2007, when the International Helsinki Foundation for Human 
Rights urged Russia to end its “ongoing harassment” against her, saying 
Moscow’s efforts to disbar her “were aimed at punishing her for her work on 
politically sensitive cases.”30 Although Moskalenko’s case record in Russian 
courts is full of numerous losses, she has won twenty-seven cases against 
Russia in the European Court of Human Rights and has more than one hun-
dred other cases pending in the court that are an apparent thorn in 
Moscow’s side.31

In addition to the personal pressure exerted on Moskalenko, in 2006, the 
International Protection Center, which she runs in Moscow, came under scru-
tiny by the Russian tax police. In response, Moskalenko opened a sister office 
in Strasbourg, France, to take up the slack should her Moscow office be closed 
by Russian authorities.32 In 2007, Moskalenko said that “across the whole world 
it is well known that lawyers who are carrying out their professional activities 
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Date Events

12 October 2008 Moskalenko’s husband finds 
pellets of mercury in the family car.

13 October 2008 Moskalenko files a complaint 
with French authorities, who 
open an investigation. 

14 October 2008 Moskalenko is taken to a French 
hospital with dizziness, 
headaches, and vomiting. 

15 October 2008 Moskalenko misses a pretrial 
hearing in Moscow in the Anna 
Politkovskaya case.

16 October 2008 Press reports indicate that 
toxicology tests confirm mercury 
as the substance found in the 
Moskalenko vehicle.




