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An Inside Job?
Once investigators learned that the anthrax used in the attacks was the Ames 
strain, they were able to focus their efforts on places where it was researched 
and stored. Using this information and the profile, investigators by late July 
2002 had narrowed their search to thirty people at two US government 
installations: the US Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Disease 
(USAMRIID) at Ft. Detrick, Maryland, and Dugway Proving Ground in 
western Utah.41 Both of these facilities began as military sites associated 
with the erstwhile US offensive biological weapons program. When 
President Richard Nixon disbanded the offensive program in 1969, he 
ordered that future work be confined to “research in biological defense, on 
techniques of immunization, and on measures on controlling and prevent-
ing the spread of disease.”42

In 2001, scientists at these facilities were focusing their efforts on just this 
kind of defensive research. They retained small stocks of deadly viruses and 
bacteria in order to study them and create better vaccines. They also served as 
the nation’s repository of expertise in anthrax. In a bizarre catch-22, investiga-
tors interviewed these scientists, sometimes repeatedly, as potential suspects, 
while at the same time relying on many of these same scientists to use their 
unique skills to test the thousands of samples involved in the case. According 
to one scientist at USAMRIID, where the Ames strain was developed and 

with “them” one day. There are probably other, earlier examples 
of this type of behavior. While these earlier incidents were not 
actual Anthrax mailings, he may have chosen to anonymously 
harass other individuals or entities that he perceived as having 
wronged him. He may also have chosen to utilize the mail on 
those occasions.

▸▸ prefers being by himself more often than not. If he is involved in a 
personal relationship it will likely be of a self serving nature.

Source: Amerithrax Press Briefing, “Linguistic/Behavioral Analysis of the Anthrax 
Letters,” Federal Bureau of Investigation, November 9, 2001, http://www 
.fbi.gov/about-us/history/famous-cases/anthrax-amerithrax/linguistic-behavorial-
analysis-of-the-anthrax-letters.
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