
116  Chapter 6

forces in Uruzgan. Ultimately, victory in Afghanistan depended on demonstrating 
to its people that the US-backed government was improving their lives in tangible 
ways, and few projects had greater visibility than modern road systems, where 
“every cut is a blow to the primary weapons of the Taliban—isolation and hard-
ship.”30 The road would bring clear commercial benefits to a region heavily depen-
dent on imported goods, and in turn these benefits could generate more and more 
support for the Afghan government. Moreover, a rapid success could deal a critical 
psychological blow to the insurgents, showing the region what the United States 
could accomplish inside the Taliban’s heartland on the eve of critically important 
legislative elections. The potential impact of the project was not lost on anyone: it 
promised to be, as one US Army engineer put it, “not just an engineering 
feat . . . [but] a show of political force.”31 (See Map 6.2.)

Map 6.2 ▸ Route between Kandahar and Tarin Kowt
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