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screaming. When the smoke cleared, six state troopers and one Georgia State 
Bureau of Investigation agent were among those injured in the blast.8 One 
thirty-three-year-old officer reported, “I saw the flash. I saw the puff of smoke. 
I saw the orange flame. Then something grabbed me and threw me across the 
ground.”9 A nearby press center was closed immediately because guards feared 
another explosion. Richard Jewell, a security guard, was proclaimed a hero for 
spotting a suspicious knapsack, alerting authorities, and helping them clear the 
area prior to the explosion. Nine police officers were also involved in trying to 
clear the area before the bomb went off, and all were credited with having sub-
stantially reduced the number of casualties from the explosion.

Atlanta chief of police Beverly Harvard noted that they had been receiving 
bomb threats on a regular basis prior to the incident and were concerned about 
the potential for copycat bombings in the wake of the Centennial Park bomb-
ing. Bomb threats continued over the weekend. Law enforcement officials 
ordered the evacuation of a shopping center, two subway stations, a bank, and 

Map 10.1 ▸ Centennial Park
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