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Step 2:	Use a form of brainstorming to identify the main factors that will 
influence the issue.

Step 3:	Make one list showing the strongest forces for and against additional 
violence.

Step 4:	Array the lists in a table (see the template in Table 17.2).

Table 17.2 ▸ Force Field Analysis Template

Forces for and against Outcome

Score Driving Forces Constraining Forces Score

Score of 1–5 Driving Force 1 Constraining Force 1 Score of 1–5

Score of 1–5 Driving Force 2 Constraining Force 2 Score of 1–5

Sum of Driving 
Forces

Sum of Constraining 
Forces

Step 5:	Assign a value to each factor to indicate its strength. Assign the weak-
est intensity scores a value of 1 and the strongest a value of 5. The 
same intensity score can be assigned to more than one factor if the 
factors are considered equal in strength.

Step 6:	Calculate a total score for each list to determine whether the argu-
ments for or against are dominant.

Step 7:	Examine the two lists to determine whether any of the factors balance 
out each other.

Step 8:	Analyze the lists to determine how changes in factors might affect the 
overall outcome.

Task 2. Answer these questions:

▸▸ Which forces are the strongest?
▸▸ Do any assumptions underpin your intensity scores?
▸▸ Are there uncertainties that could affect your analysis, and if so, 

what are they?

Analytic Value Added. Is additional violence against US interests in Belgrade 
likely?




