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US military support to the Colombian armed forces has contributed to the 
Colombian military’s success. The US military supports counterdrug opera-
tions from several bases in the United States, most notably US Southern 
Command in Miami, Florida (see Table 12.1).15 It also has forces assigned to 
seven Colombian military bases.16 US Southern Command assistance to 
Colombia’s armed forces, for example, has included the following:17

▸▸ Training and equipping elite units
▸▸ Assisting in joint operations
▸▸ Providing training teams to work with Colombian military 

commanders and their staffs to improve their operational planning
▸▸ Supplying helicopters, intelligence platforms, rations, fuel, and 

munitions to Colombian military units engaged in operations 
against high-ranking insurgent leaders

▸▸ Aiding social and civic support programs in communities 
previously controlled by guerrilla groups

Table 12.1 ▸ US Military Support to Colombia

Key US Military Bases That Support 
Counterdrug Operations in Colombia

US Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM), Miami, Florida

Joint Interagency Task Force–South (JIATF-South), Key West, Florida

US Army South (USARSO), Fort Sam Houston, Texas

12th Air Force Southern (AFSOUTH), Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizona

Special Operations Command South (USSOCSOUTH), Homestead Air Reserve Base, 
Miami, Florida

This mutually beneficial relationship has allowed both countries to pursue 
important objectives; for the Colombians, it has allowed them to pursue guer-
rilla forces far more aggressively throughout the country and, for the United 
States, it has helped stem the flow of cocaine from the Andes. But the growing 
success of US and Colombian military and intelligence operations against the 
FARC could come at a price of more aggressive and desperate actions by the 
FARC. The FARC prides itself on being one of the most long-lived insurgencies 




