Figure 4.1 » Schematic of the W-88 Nuclear Warhead
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that is compressed that uniformly implode,
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The peanut shape Two gases that are mixed
channels the X-rays and injected into the "pit"
toward the secondary. prior to detonation to increase
the explosion.
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Plastic foam thatis A gas used to spark the
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of the secondary and explode
more uniform. '
URANIUM-235 "SPARK PLUG"
BOOSTER GAS CANISTER \ Filled with uranium-235
Filled with tritium, and lithium-6 deuteride to
which produces helium provide a fission and fusion
as it decays, reducing explosion.
the boosting power
of the gas.
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Encompasses the secondary

to help compress the fusion fuel
which then undergoes a fission
explosion.

URANIUM-238 CASE
Less volatile than U-235,
explodes when spark plug
neutrons make contact.
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