
Jousting with Cuba over Radio Marti  95

Table 5.1 ▸ Case Snapshot: Jousting with Cuba over Radio Marti

Structured Analytic 
Technique Used

Heuer and Pherson 
Page Number Analytic Family

Chronologies and Timelines p. 56 Decomposition and 
Visualization

Deception Detection p. 198 Hypothesis Generation and 
Testing

Quadrant Hypothesis Generation p. 175 Hypothesis Generation and 
Testing

Analysis of Competing Hypotheses p. 181 Hypothesis Generation and 
Testing

JOUSTING WITH CUBA OVER RADIO MARTI

Structured Analytic Techniques in Action

The US government jousted with Cuba for four years over radio broadcasts 
to Cuba from Florida. Cuban President Castro saw the plan as one more 

deliberate American challenge to the legitimacy of the Cuban revolution. Both 
countries engaged in threats and counterthreats, and the full range of intelli-
gence collection and analysis capabilities was employed, including open source, 
human, and technical collection efforts. Analysts were called in to help the 
Reagan administration assess how Castro would respond if Radio Marti started 
broadcasting.

In this situation, use of Chronologies and Timelines would help analysts 
evaluate Castro’s behavior and determine whether he was prompting the 
United States to respond to his initiatives or simply reacting to US actions. Part 
of this process of evaluation involves using the Deception Detection technique 
to explore whether some of the information or reporting could be deliberate 
deception meant to intimidate Washington and persuade the US Congress or 
the executive branch that broadcasts to Cuba would be too risky. Many specu-
lated about what Castro might do, but a technique such as Quadrant 
Hypothesis Generation would help structure this process, generating a more 
rigorous set of hypotheses. Use of hypothesis testing techniques such as 
Analysis of Competing Hypotheses would help analysts assess which actions 
Castro would be most likely to take further, illuminating whether events could 
be leading up to a radio war with Cuba.




