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Map 14.1 ▸ Mumbai Peninsula
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It was not Mumbai’s spectacular growth and increasing globalization that 
was foremost on the minds of Indian security officials in the fall of 2008, how-
ever. In mid-October, the United States had quietly told the Indian government 
that intelligence collected in Pakistan warned of an “oncoming attack that will 
be launched by terrorists against hotels and business centers in Mumbai (for-
merly Bombay).”7 The source of the warning made it credible, but it lacked 
specificity about the attackers and their methods, weapons, and targets. Absent 
such details, it would be difficult to assign priorities in defending the vast city. 
It fell to Indian intelligence and law enforcement officials to identify the most 
likely whens, wheres, and hows of an attack.




