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WHO MURDERED JONATHAN LUNA? 

Structured Analytic Techniques in Action

When confronting a case in which so much significant information is 
unknown, Timelines, Chronologies, Hypothesis Generation, and Anal-

ysis of Competing Hypotheses can be used to devise and execute a solid ana-
lytic process that frames the problem and brings order to the jumble of data 
points, assumptions, and gaps that form the case. The following exercises use 
these techniques to sort, array, and analyze the data set in a way that can bring 
this complex set of events into better focus.

Technique 1: Chronologies and Timelines
Chronologies and Timelines are simple but useful tools that help order events 
sequentially; display the information graphically; and identify possible gaps, 
anomalies, and correlations. In addition, these techniques pull the analyst out 
of the evidentiary weeds to view a data set from a more strategic vantage point. 
Chronologies and Timelines can be paired with mapping software to create 
geospatial products that display multiple layers of information such as time, 
location, terrain, weather, and other travel conditions.

The details of this case make an annotated Timeline and Map particularly 
useful in identifying key pieces of evidence, confidence levels in the reporting, 
and gaps in the information.

Task 1. Create a Timeline of Luna’s last hours.

Table 7.1 ▸ Case Snapshot: Who Murdered Jonathan Luna?

Structured Analytic 
Technique Used

Heuer and Pherson 
Page Number Analytic Family

Chronologies and Timelines p. 56 Decomposition and 
Visualization

Simple Hypotheses p. 171 Hypothesis Generation and 
Testing

Multiple Hypotheses Generator™ p. 173 Hypothesis Generation and 
Testing

Analysis of Competing Hypotheses p. 181 Hypothesis Generation and 
Testing




