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casualties. The targets ranged from hotels to the airport to bazaars. The modus 
operandi was a staged vehicle with RDX bombs (see Box 14.1, on RDX bombs), 
although the assailants also threw grenades at some of the targets.8 The attack 
was orchestrated by Dawood Ibrahim, a well-known organized crime leader, in 
response to ongoing violence between Hindus and Muslims in prior months 
and, more specifically, as retaliation for the destruction of a sixteenth-century 
mosque in late 1992.9 Hinduism is the dominant religion in India; only 12 per-
cent of the population is Muslim. Perceived inequities have been a major factor 
sparking intercommunal violence in the country.

Box 14.1  RDX BOMBS

RDX, commonly known as cyclonite, was widely used during World War 
II, often in explosive mixtures with TNT.i During World War II, the 
British termed cyclonite “Research Department Explosive” (R.D.X.) for 
security reasons and used it as a more powerful form of TNT for attack-
ing German U-boats.ii It was one of the first plastic explosives and has 
been used in many terrorist plots.iii Outside of military applications, 
RDX is used in controlled demolition to raze structures. Ahmed Ressam, 
the al-Qaeda “Millenium Bomber,” used a small quantity of RDX as one 
of the components in the explosives that he prepared to bomb Los 
Angeles International Airport on New Year’s Eve, 1999–2000; the com-
bined explosives could have produced a blast forty times greater than 
that of a devastating car bomb.iv
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