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infrastructure as means of improving the central government’s connections 
with the people and its efforts to build a nation.19 During this period, foreign 
aid poured into Afghanistan and resulted in “one of the better road systems in 
Central Asia.”20 The aid built most of the existing portions of the Ring Road, 
which connects several of the provincial capitals to Kabul, and resulted in the 
famous Salang Tunnel that cuts directly through the Hindu Kush, a subrange of 
the Himalayas between central Afghanistan and northern Pakistan.

But by 2001, after decades of war and neglect, Afghanistan’s roads were in 
disrepair, if not sharp decline. Only 16 percent of Afghanistan’s roads were 
paved, and key communications and commerce links between many of 
Afghanistan’s provincial capitals did not exist.21 To address this problem, the 

Map 6.1 ▸ Pashtun Tribal Areas and Insurgent Strongholds
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As of 2005, the area between Kandahar City and Tarin Kowt was an insurgent stronghold.

Source: Pashtun Tribal Areas and Key Insurgent Strongholds, 2006, Figure 1, 77, in “Understanding the 
Taliban and Insurgency in Afghanistan,” http://www.nps.edu/programs/ccs/docs/pubs/understanding% 
20the%20taliban%20and%20insurgency%20in%20afghanistan.pdf. Reproduced with permission from 
Thomas H. Johnson and M. Chris Mason.




