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A History of Violence
Mumbai already had long experience as a target of terrorism. Between 1993 
and 2008, terrorists conducted numerous bomb attacks in and around the city 
(see Table 14.1). Several of the incidents involved simultaneous attacks on mul-
tiple targets. In all, 544 died and 1,774 sustained injuries in the attacks. The 
assailants’ weapons of choice included bombs—often hidden or thrown from 
motor scooters—and grenades. During this period there were no reports of 
suicide bombings.

The most notable of these attacks occurred in 1993, when Islamic terrorists 
exploded devices at thirteen locations throughout Mumbai, causing extensive 

Table 14.1 ▸ Bomb Blasts in Mumbai, 1993–2008*

Date Place Killed Injured

12 March 1993 Thirteen attacks throughout city 257 700

23 January 1998 Kanjurmarg Station unknown unknown

24 January 1998 Goregaon and Malad railway tracks 0 2

27 February 1998 Three bombings at Virar, Santa Cruz, 
and Kandivali railway stations

9 22

2 December 2002 Bus in Ghatokpar at railway station 3 34

6 December 2002 Air-conditioning vent in McDonald’s, 
central railway station

0 25

27 January 2003 Bicycle near Vile Parle railway 
station

1 25

13 March 2003 Train car at Mulund Station 10 70

14 April 2003 Parcel at V. N. Jewelers in Bandra 1 0

28 July 2003 Bus in Ghatkopar near a telephone 
exchange

4 32

25 August 2003 Two taxis at Gateway of India and 
Zaveri Bazaar

50 150

11 July 2006 Seven trains around the city 209 714

Total Casualties 544 1,774

*No attacks were recorded in 2007 and 2008.




