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On Monday, 7 October, at 0809, Iran Brown, a thirteen-year-old male, was 
shot as he was walking into Tasker Middle School located at 490 Collington 
Road, Bowie, Maryland, in Prince George’s County.23 Prior to this, the com-
monly held belief was that the schools were safe, and officers had even been 
stationed at some schools to ensure the students’ safety. Brown barely sur-
vived the attack, but as with previous shootings, there were no witnesses and 
no suspect. The police extensively searched the area and even used police 
academy recruits to assist. Their efforts resulted in finding a shell casing and, 
more important, a tarot card, the Death card (see Figure 11.1), with the 
words “For you Mr. Police. Code: 
‘Call me God.’ Do not release to the 
press.”24 It was regarded by all to be 
a message from the shooter. The 
police decided to honor the request 
of the sniper, but the message was 
leaked to the press. However, the 
press incorrectly reported the 
phrase that appeared on the card. 
One variation commonly reported 
was “I am God.”25

After the Brown shooting but 
before the police knew of the tarot 
card, the chief of MCPD submitted 
a formal request for assistance to the 
federa l  government .  The US 
attorney general responded imme-
diately and personally.26 Within a 
short time the Secret Service, US 
marshals, and even the Department 
of Defense made new resources 
available. In addition, FBI resources 
dramatically increased, and the 
Bureau formalized its contribution 
to the investigation. Police created a 
Joint Operations Center (JOC) to 
coordinate the investigation, and 
they officially named the task force 
SNIPEMUR.

Figure 11.1 ▸� Tarot Card Found at Site of Iran 

Brown Shooting

Source :  ht tp : / /www.fb i .gov/page2/oct07/ 
snipers102407.html.




