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security of the post, including access control, personnel protection, and 
protection of sensitive classified information and equipment.iv The MSG 
reports to the ambassador through the RSO. In times of heightened ten-
sion in which the embassy is temporarily closed, the MSG, RSO, and other 
core staff will continue to maintain on-site security. Exterior security is 
governed by the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, which 
established the inviolability of the foreign mission and the receiving state’s 
“duty to take all appropriate steps to protect the premises of the mission 
against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance of the 
peace of the mission or impairment of its dignity.”v
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The Aftermath
On 18 February 2008, despite fears that formal Western recognition of Kosovo’s 
independence would spark a new round of violence in Belgrade and Kosovo, 
the United States formally recognized Kosovo’s independence.28 France, the 
United Kingdom, Turkey, and over a dozen other EU and NATO countries 
quickly followed suit.29 Serbia protested the move by recalling its ambassador 
from Washington, D.C., and from other states that recognized Kosovo, but it 
did not sever diplomatic relations with the United States.30

On Monday and Tuesday, the celebrations in Pristina did not let up, but 
neither did the opposition and ensuing violence. Several thousand Serbs on 
Monday marched across the river dividing the ethnic Serbian northern portion 




