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In Serbia, the government braced for the inevitable and adopted an action 
plan pledging no violence and a resolution preemptively declaring any unilat-
eral act by Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian leadership to be invalid and illegal. 
Koštunica enjoined Serbians to reject Kosovo’s independence, saying, “We shall 
not allow such a creation to exist for a minute. It has to be legally annulled the 
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In Serbia, nationalist 
Prime Minister Vojislav 
Kostunica has railed 
against Kosovo’s 
independence and 
rebuked the West, 
especially the United 
States and European 
Union, while President 
Boris Tadic has tread more 
carefully to protect 
Serbia’s EU aspirations.  

Shortly before reading 
Kosovo’s declaration of 
independence, Kosovo’s 
Prime Minister, Hashim
Thaci, told the parliament
that Kosovo was a unique
case that should not set a
precedent. 

The United States
and many European 
Union members  
have recognized 
Kosovo’s 
independence and  
have rejected the 
notion that Kosovo’s 
action sets a 
precedent for other 
conflicts.

United Nations Security Council 
members Russia and China have 
questioned the precedent that 
Kosovo’s independence would set  a
precedent for other nations with similar 
separatist conflicts. Russia has 
threatened to veto any UN plan 
that does not have the support of 
both Kosovo and Serbia.  
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moment it is illegally proclaimed by a leadership of convicted terrorists.”16 Its 
annulment was planned to be the centerpiece of a “Thursday of rejection” 
planned for 14 February.17

Reports surfaced about an alleged Serbian “secret action plan” to be imple-
mented upon Kosovo’s declaration of independence, which reportedly included 
retaliatory steps to keep Kosovo under Serbian control.18 Publicly, however, 
Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic told the UN Security Council that 




