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received with sadness and dismay by the Greeks. The more mainstream media 
focused on lambasting the Greek police for their inability to apprehend the 
group members. Accusations of Greek police ineptitude were heightened by 
the discovery that the battery on the 17N operatives’ getaway car had given out 
and that the attackers had been forced to escape on foot and then commandeer 
a taxi cab, creating what seemed like ample opportunity to apprehend them.19

By 1999, many wondered whether 17N had run its course. Its message had 
lost its relevance and its attacks had become less frequent. Increased US 
Embassy security measures had helped make American officials hard targets. 
The US Embassy had one of the highest levels of physical security and execu-
tive protection in the world, and one of the largest diplomatic security bud-
gets.20 Other than nonlethal bombings against American businesses such as 
Citibank, and an unimpressive firing of a rocket against the rear wall of the US 
Embassy in 1996, 17N had not struck an American since the murder of the Air 
Force sergeant in 1990.

Almost everyone was shocked on 8 June 2000, when two helmeted men shot 
and killed the British Embassy military attaché in Athens, Brigadier Stephen 
Saunders. The attack was reminiscent of the drive-by motorcycle shootings of 
Tsantes and Athanasiades in the 1980s. It was in heavy morning rush-hour traf-
fic at almost the exact same point on Kiffisas Avenue, a major thoroughfare in 
Athens, where 17N had pulled off other successful, similarly styled assassina-
tions. With this killing, 17N had launched more than thirty significant attacks 
against US and other targets over a twenty-five-year period (see Table 13.1).

Table 13.1 ▸ Timeline of Significant 17N Attacks21

1975 Richard Welch, CIA chief of station in Athens, killed (shot) American

1976 Evangelos Mallios, Greek military police officer, killed (shot) Greek

1980 Pantelis Petrou, deputy commander of Greek Riot Squad 
(MAT), and his driver, Sotiris Stamoulis, killed (shot)

Greek/Greek

1983 George Tsantes, US Navy captain and his driver, Nikos 
Veloutsos, both killed (shot)

American/
Greek

1984 Robert Judd, US Army master sergeant, attempted murder 
(shooting)

American
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