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was or how to prevent it; initial laboratory polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
tests for common viral and bacterial agents had come back negative.4

Medical officials realized they were facing a major challenge: people were 
dying, and no one knew why. Were all these deaths related? If so, what com-
mon symptoms could be identified? Doctors were concerned that if they could 
not determine the underlying cause of death, they could not treat those who 
were becoming ill and they could not prevent even more people from dying.

The Four Corners Region
Four Corners (see Map 9.1) is a region of the United States that encompasses 
southwest Colorado, northwest New Mexico, northeast Arizona, and southeast 
Utah. The name comes from a monument that marks the only spot in the 
United States where the boundaries of four states intersect. The monument 
also denotes the boundary between two semi-autonomous Native American 
governments, the Navajo Nation, which maintains the monument as a tourist 
attraction, and the Ute Mountain Ute Indian Reservation.5 

Map 9.1 ▸ Four Corners Region
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