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buyer of raw cocaine paste used to make cocaine in all areas of FARC operations.13 
A 2009 report by the US Government Accountability Office says the FARC 
accounts for 60 percent of the total cocaine exported from Colombia to the 
United States.14

The DoJ press release also states that in the late 1990s, the FARC leadership 
met and voted unanimously in favor of expanding coca production, expanding 
the FARC’s international distribution routes, and appointing members within 
each Front to be in charge of coca production. The press release states that the 
FARC leadership, recognizing that the FARC could not survive without drug rev-
enue, directed its members to disrupt coca fumigation efforts, shoot down fumi-
gation aircraft, and attack Colombian infrastructure to force the government to 
divert its resources from fumigation. In addition, the leaders ordered FARC 
members to kidnap and murder US citizens in order to dissuade the United 
States from fumigating coca and disrupting the FARC’s cocaine manufacturing 
and distribution activities. In late 2001 and early 2002, FARC leaders participated 
in a meeting at which they voted unanimously to encourage the kidnapping of 
US citizens for that purpose. They also called on the FARC to increase cocaine 
exports to the United States (see Figure 12.1).

Figure 12.1 ▸ Chronology of Key Events in Colombia

Date Event

1958 Conservatives and liberals agree to form the National Front in a bid to 
end a civil war that has caused more than two hundred thousand 
deaths.

1965 National Liberation Army (ELN) and Maoist People’s Liberation Army 
(EPL) are founded.

1966 Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) is founded.

1971 Left-wing M-19 movement emerges.

1978 President Julio César Turbay (liberal) begins intensive fight against 
the drug traffickers.

1982 President Belisario Betancur (conservative) grants guerrillas amnesty 
and frees political prisoners.

1985 M-19 guerrillas kill eleven judges and ninety other people in attack on 
Palace of Justice.

1989 M-19 becomes legal party after concluding peace agreement.
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