
Is Wen Ho Lee a Spy?  75

Analytic Value Added. What are the strongest arguments for and against Lee’s 
guilt in your analysis of the issue? Do any factors deserve further investigation? 
Have you identified any information gaps that should be further investigated?

Technique 2: Deception Detection
Analysts should routinely consider the possibility that adversaries are attempt-
ing to mislead them or to hide important information. The possibility of decep-
tion cannot be rejected simply because there is no evidence of it; if deception is 
well done, one should not expect to see evidence of it. There are, however, some 
indicators that should alert analysts that they may be the targets of deception, 
such as the timing of reporting or the bona fides of a source, or when there are 
known and potentially serious consequences if the source is believed.

Task 2. Use Deception Detection to determine whether deception may be 
occurring in the case of Wen Ho Lee.

Step 1:	Using Table 4.3 as your guide, determine whether Deception Detec-
tion should be conducted. Assuming that the United States and the 
FBI would be the target, who would be the most likely perpetrators of 
deception? If a case can be made that someone may have a motive to 
deceive, state this as a hypothesis to be proved or disproved. Note 
which indicators best apply to this case.

Table 4.3 ▸ When to Use Deception Detection

Analysts should be concerned about the possibility of deception when:

The potential deceiver has a history of conducting deception.

Key information is received at a critical time–that is, when either the recipient or the 
potential deceiver has a great deal to gain or to lose.

Information is received from a source whose bona fides are questionable.

Analysis hinges on a single critical piece of information or reporting.

Accepting new information would require the analyst to alter a key assumption or key 
judgment.

Accepting the new information would cause the Intelligence Community, the US 
government, or the client to expend or divert significant resources.

The potential deceiver may have a feedback channel that illuminates whether and how 
the deception information is being processed, and to what effect.




