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To be useful in intelligence analysis, the links should not only identify 
relationships among data items but also show the nature of the relationships. 
A subject-verb-object display has been used in the intelligence community for 
several years to show the nature of relationships, and it is sometimes used in 
link displays. A typical subject-verb-object relationship from Figure 5-9 would 
read, Mohammed Abacha (subject) owns (verb) Selcon Airlines (object). This 
is a positive relationship and needs to be distinguished from negative 
relationships, such as the one between Mohammed Abacha and Kudirat Abiola 
(Abacha was charged with Abiola’s murder).

Quantitative relationships and time (date stamping) relationships are also 
used when the link software has a filtering capability. Filters allow the user to 
focus on relationships of interest and can simplify by several orders of 
magnitude the data that are shown in a link display. For example, the user 
could select “Morgan Procurement” in Figure 5-9 as the root (that is, the start, 
or left side, of the link diagram) and display a link chart of all the group and 
personal associations of Morgan Procurement. The user could then use the 
filters and display the Morgan Procurement network of associations for a 
specific time range (say, 1995 to 1998) and associations only with Swiss banks.

Figure 5-9    Financial Relationships in a Link Model
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