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the two gaps in knowledge indicated by question marks in Figure 8-5. 
So the analyst would provide the diagram with a request to COMINT 
collectors.

•	 U.S. Department of Transportation records and similar open sources 
are a good first place to look for details on the use of Selcon Airlines as 
a shell company for the funds integration stage.

•	 From previous HUMINT reporting about Yaya Abubakar, the analyst 
knows that a HUMINT source has access to Abubakar. The analyst 
would logically turn first to HUMINT for additional intelligence, as 
indicated in Figure 8-5, requesting more details on the path of funds 
to Abubakar and amounts he received.

In developing collection strategies, the analyst should time the collection 
so that it occurs when the probability of getting desirable content will be 
highest. For example:

•	 Missile range testing has consistent patterns. When a pattern of vehicle 
deployments indicates that a missile test is about to take place, it is the 
right time to task collection assets.

•	 People consistently use the telephone heavily at certain times of day. 
Ask for COMINT collection during those times.

•	 Questioning technical staff at professional conferences elicits more use-
ful information than questioning them at other times.

Figure 8-5    �Abacha Funds-Laundering Collection Plan Overlaid on 
the Target Model
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Note: Solid lines indicate connections; broken lines show intelligence collection targeting.




