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•	 Open Source. Information of potential intelligence value that is available 
to the general public.

•	 Human Intelligence (HUMINT). Intelligence derived from information 
collected and provided by human sources.

•	 Measurements and Signature Intelligence (MASINT). Scientific and tech-
nical intelligence obtained by quantitative and qualitative analysis of 
data (metric, angle, spatial, wavelength, time dependence, modulation, 
plasma, and hydromagnetic) derived from specific technical sensors.

•	 Signals Intelligence (SIGINT). Intelligence derived from deliberate elec-
tronic transmission, to include communications intelligence, electron-
ics intelligence, and foreign instrumentation signals intelligence.

•	 Imagery Intelligence (IMINT). Intelligence derived from the exploitation 
of collection by visual photography, infrared sensors, lasers, electro-
optics, and radar sensors, such as synthetic aperture radar, where  
images of objects are produced.

Some taxonomies replace IMINT (in Figure 6-1) with geospatial intelli-
gence, or GEOINT. The United States, in renaming the National Imagery and 
Mapping Agency the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, and a number 
of European nations that regularly conduct defence geospatial intelligence 
(DGI) conferences have given the term GEOINT some cachet. But as noted in 
the preceding chapter, geospatial intelligence is an all-source technique for 
synthesizing a target model, not a collection INT.

Although not shown in the taxonomy of Figure 6-1, SIGINT is divided 
into three distinct INTs: COMINT, ELINT, and telemetry interception. The 
latter is typically called foreign instrumentation signals intelligence, or FISINT. 
The lumping of COMINT, ELINT, and FISINT together as SIGINT is usually 
defended as being logical because they have in common the interception of 
some kind of signal transmitted by the target. But some MASINT and IMINT 
sensors rely on a signal transmitted by the target, as well. SIGINT is in fact too 
general a term to use, when in most cases it means COMINT.

The taxonomy of Figure 6-1 is based on resource control (“turf”) 
considerations and, from an analyst’s standpoint, it is artificial. The taxonomy 

Figure 6-1    The U.S. Collection Taxonomy
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