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dark gray, persons unshaded, and organizations in light gray. Relationships are 
shown as either positive (solid links) or negative (dashed links). Strength of 
relationship is shown by the thickness of the linkage line. Additional 
techniques can convey more information—making the links dotted to indicate 
a suspected relationship, for example, or making nodes larger or smaller to 
indicate relative importance. Of course, many of the same techniques can be 
used in link models, too.

Both link modeling and network modeling have been successfully applied 
in the U.S. intelligence community to assess problems of counterterrorism, 
weapons of mass destruction, and counternarcotics as well as to address 
clandestine arms traffic and weapons systems development. Link and network 
modeling is indispensable in military intelligence for targeting and for 
planning combat strategies and tactics. Simpler problems are appropriate for 
link modeling; complex problems usually demand network models.

Network models are used in law enforcement intelligence, especially in 
dealing with organized crime. Because most law enforcement concern is with 
persons and organizations and their relationships, the law enforcement 
community uses an efficient method of drawing network diagrams to make 
relationships more apparent; it is illustrated in Figure 5-12.

Figure 5-11    Financial Relationships Network Model
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