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Figure 8-2 features a generic top-level problem breakdown for money 
laundering. But the money laundering problem has many associated target 
models. There are many independent networks engaged in money laundering 
worldwide. Consider one target that we discussed in chapter 3: the Abacha 
family’s laundering of stolen Nigerian government funds. The Abachas placed 
money in a Citibank London account; “layered” the funds by moving them 
among different Citibank London and Citibank New York accounts (shown in 
Figure 5-9) as well as through Citibank AG Frankfurt and Swiss banks; and 
“integrated” the funds using individuals and the shell (dummy) companies 
Morgan Procurement and Selcon Airlines.11 So a model of the Abacha funds-
laundering target might look like the one in Figure 8-3 (which only shows part 
of the Abacha network) overlaid on the top-level problem breakdown.

If we did no more, collectors could use this as a starting point for 
collection. HUMINT collection is likely to be most useful against the placement 
and integration stages, where well-placed human sources can monitor and 
report on unusual transactions. COMINT collection is well positioned to help 
in tracking the financial transactions associated with layering because such 
transactions are typically made through international data transmission. Open 
source intelligence can be useful in analyzing the business activities involving 
integration. But we can do more to help the collector.

Identifying Gaps
When the analyst has defined the problem, as discussed in chapter 2, he must 
ask questions such as, How do I pull information out of the target model to 

Figure 8-3    Abacha Funds-Laundering Target Model
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