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Profiles

Profiles are models of individuals—in national intelligence, the leaders of 
foreign governments; in business intelligence, the top executives in a 
competing organization; in law enforcement, mob leaders and serial criminals. 
The purpose of creating profiles usually is to help predict what the profiled 
person will do in a given set of circumstances.12 Chapter 14 discusses the use 
of profiles for prediction.

The pattern of mental and behavioral traits that adult members of a 
society share is referred to as the society’s modal personality. Several modal 
personality types may exist in a society, and their common elements are often 
referred to as national character. A recurring quip that reflects widely held—
though tongue-in-cheek—views of national character goes:

Paradise is where

the cooks are French

the mechanics are German

the police are British

the lovers are Italian

and it is all organized by the Swiss.

Hell is where

the cooks are British

the mechanics are French

the police are German

the lovers are Swiss

and it is all organized by the Italians.

U.S. readers, after enjoying a laugh at this, might stop to reflect that in 
most countries, common stereotypes of U.S. national character include the 
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