
86    Chapter 5

to investigate whether the ship could have reached a nearby port for an unan-
nounced stop in that time.

Figure 5-17 shows an example of a ship-tracking display for the Russian 
ship Akademik Tupolev during part of a voyage in 1990. The Tupolev started its 
journey in the Dominican Republic and then moved north along the East 
Coast of the United States. Tracking was lost for about two days at the ship’s 
northernmost point near Nova Scotia but resumed when the ship turned south 
toward Havana for a port stop, then moved on to the Caribbean. The positions 
of the ship, taken alone, have no special significance; but the pattern of its 
movements close to the U.S. coastline, the delays in its progress, its 
disappearances, and a correlation of the ship’s position with other intelligence 
reports might reveal much.

Geographic Profiling
Geographic profiling is a type of geospatial modeling, specifically, a space-time 
model for law enforcement that supports serial violent crime or sexual crime 
investigations. Such crimes, when committed against strangers, are difficult to 
solve. Investigating them can produce hundreds of tips and suspects, resulting 
in the problem of information overload. Geographic profiling gives police an 
effective method of managing and prioritizing the information they collect. 
The profiling process analyzes the locations connected to a series of crimes to 
determine the area where the offender probably lives. The result helps focus 
an investigation, prioritize tips and suspects, and suggest new strategies to 
complement traditional methods.

Figure 5-17    Ship Tracking: A Combination (Space-Time) Model

Tracking lost

Tracking resumes

Port stop
Start

End

Track of the
Akademik Tupolev, 1990




