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Line-of-Sight Radars

Most radars operate at frequencies higher than HF and, because they cannot 
see targets below the horizon, are called line-of-sight radars. Following is a 
discussion of the main line-of-sight radar operating bands, with some exam-
ples of radars used for intelligence that operate in the VHF and higher fre-
quency bands. This is an illustrative list of such radars and does not include 
all radars used for technical intelligence.

VHF.  Radars operating in the two standard VHF bands (138–144 and 216–
225 MHz) are usually designed for long-range search. Formerly these bands 
were used for airspace search, but now the most common application of 
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Figure 6-1  OTH-B Radar Coverage
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