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There are some basic differences between what a sensor can see of the 
earth when on an intelligence collection satellite (such as France’s SPOT or 
Israel’s Ofeq) 5 versus when that same sensor is on an airplane. A satellite can 
see a large part of the earth’s surface, an aircraft much less. The collection 
satellite potentially can observe a sector anywhere in a whole province or 
country at a given moment, but its sensor cannot distinguish fine details.  
An aircraft-mounted camera could read the license plate on an auto or recog-
nize an individual when the aircraft overflies an installation, but the aircraft 
camera could only view the immediate area around the installation.
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Figure 4-3  Sensor Field of View and Field of Regard
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