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Image Exploitation

After processing, exploitation is the next step in converting imagery into 
intelligence. This conversion is done by trained experts, who were formerly 
known as photo interpreters. The advent of digital imagery and the increas-
ing complexity of the exploitation process led to a name change for these 
professionals. They are now generally called imagery analysts, and the prod-
uct of their work is called imagery analysis.

Many signatures exist in the world of conventional electro-optical imag-
ery and are used routinely by imagery analysts. Imagery analysis often relies 
on identifying a unique signature. Most liquid natural gas tanker ships, for 
example, have above-deck gas storage domes that uniquely identify the ship 
as a tanker. Many facilities, such as nuclear power plants, possess unique 
signatures because of the functions that must be performed at the facility—
reactor cooling structures, for example.

Imagery Interpretation Scales

The value of the signature obtained in a given image is critically dependent 
on the quality of the image. Imagery analysts rely on some type of imagery 

Figure 4-5  False Color Image
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