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Exercise 7.1
Social Capital and Community Empowerment
Social capital is believed to promote political and social reform through civil engagement and cooperative working. Governments see social enterprise as a way to unlock ‘hard to reach’ communities so that social capital can be rebuilt. This discourse emphasises being ‘civil’, with an implicit expectation that third sector organisations and social enterprises will be ‘good citizens’ (i.e. non-disruptive). Yet, conversely, social entrepreneurs are described as disruptive change agents and mavericks.
In light of Bourdieu’s views on social capital, what are the implications for social enterprises when they work with disadvantaged groups? Consider:
· How social capital affects the ‘voice’ of groups in society (will they be heard?).
· How charity law – requiring the board of trustees to be unpaid – might affect the development of social capital amongst individuals on low incomes (will they participate?).
· How Bourdieu’s views on social capital might form the basis of community action.
Additional questions:
· How might social entrepreneurs play a role in building (different types of) social capital?
· How might this affect their ability to secure contracts to deliver local services?
· How might a social entrepreneur’s motives and actions be interpreted using social capital theory?
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