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Exercise 3.4
Political Norms in Private and Social Enterprise

Find short video clips of The Dragon’s Den and/or The Apprentice that has been broadcast in your country (or use the examples below). These should enable students to consider the assumptions embedded in the neo-liberal formulation of the private sector and write out the ‘rules of private enterprise’ (e.g. individual entrepreneurship, equity investments, profit sharing, investor control, absolute owner authority, management hierarchy, business planning, target setting etc.).  If you wish, you can use one or both of the following YouTube clips:
Dragon’s Den: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcsctdV2G7Y 
The Apprentice (US): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2u8OVK4qD4 
The Apprentice (UK): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLVJ0mUa3xI 
1. Based on these clips, set students the task of ‘writing out the political norms of private enterprise’ or ‘writing out the norms of neo-liberalism’ (depending on course context)
[bookmark: _Hlk520184219][bookmark: _GoBack]Distribute ‘The Dragons Apprentice (Chapter 4 Excerpt)’ to students (taken from the novel The Dragons’ Apprentice: a social enterprise novel published in 2014).
2. Based on this reading, set the students the task of ‘writing out the political norms of social enterprise’ or ‘writing out the norms of the social solidarity economy’ (depending on the course context)
Do a systematic comparison with the students to help them make connections between political thought and macro-economic systems to the inner workings of individual enterprises.  With post-graduate students, you might attempt to write out the ‘rules of CTAs, PSSEs, SRBs and CMEs’ to gain a deeper insight into the extent that each retains or rejects the ‘rules of private enterprise’.
Note:

CTAs = Charitable Trading Activities
PSSEs = Public Service Social Enterprises
SRBs = Socially Responsible Businesses
CMEs = Co-operative and Mutual Enterprises
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